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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, THEODORE FORSSELL,

a citizen of the United States, residing at Val—

lejo, county of Solano, State of Callfernle,
have invented an Imnrovement in Devices
for Handling Heavy Projectiles and Ammu-

nition; and T hereby declare the following to |

be a full clear, and exact description of the
same,

My invention relates to a device for ha,nd-
ling projectiles and ammunition, such as 13
used for heavy ordnance.

1t consists of the construction a,nd COlllbl-
nation of parts neremat‘ter described and
claimed.

Figurel is a seetlonal viewof a part of the
shell-room, showing shells with my device at-
tached. Fig.2: o b are end and side views of
one form of my device.
are similar views showing different construec-
tions. Figs.5and 6 represent enlarged wews
of the flee ends of the band or clasp.

In the handling of ammunition and pro-
jectiles such as are used for the heavy ord-
nance on board vessels and in other places it
is necessary to_ provide for the lifting of

‘shells weighing as much as one thousaud
The usual method of handling these |

pounds.
projectiles is by means of fongs, rope straps,

and other similar inconvenient devices, and

1n addition to the inconvenience they are alsc
unsafe, as the tongs are liable to slip or the

Topes to break cmd the shells drop, with dan-—

ger of explosion.

The object of my invention is to prowde a
simple,”safe, and efficient clasp for handling
projectiles.

A 1s the projectile, and B B is a cweulm

- metal band or clasp made in two halves hav-
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ing their meeting edges hinged together, as
shown at C, so that the two parts may be
readily opened or closed about the hinge-
joint. In Figs. 1, 2,5, and 6 I have shown

this hinge formed at the bottom of the two.

halves, each of said halves or sections hav-
ing its free end slotted, with the free end of

- one of the sections or halves adapted to re-

ceive the corresponding end of the other sec-

Figs. 3 and 4:a b

| tion to bring the slots of the two sections or

halves into coincidence, and provided with a
rigid supplemental eye D. Akey E isdriven
through the slots of the sections or halves to
bind the clasp tw'htly upon the article to be
lifted.

In Fig. 3 I have shown the band or ela,sp
ha,vmg the hinge C upon the top and the
eye D for the receptlon of the key at the bot-
tom, so that the band will open upon the bot-
tom instead of the top. Upon the upperside
of the band is formed a rigid supplemental
eye I, which is adapted to receive the hook or
attachment by which the shell is to be liffed
and transported from the shell-room.

In Fig.4 1 have shown the band or clasp
provided with two eyes If and G upon oppo-
site sides, so that the hooks for lifting may
be applled at both top and bottom. This

‘construction is especially designed for use

where the shells are stowed vertically. The
shellsareordinarily stowed horizontally, with

suitable chocks or means for holding them

in tiers, one above the other, and the project-
ing portion of the clasps will extend into the
spaces between the alternately- arrauﬂed tlere
above and below.

Rope gasketsare placed between the shells
at each end of the cylindrical portion, 8o as
to prevent their rocking or tilting about the

- bands, or they may be stowed 111 any other

emtable or desired manner,

- When the shell is to be transported, the
tackle or ‘hoisting device is attached to the
eye by which the shell is to belifted, and, the
band being keyed tightly upon the shell in
ceniral posmon so that the shell. balances
horizontally, it is then transported in any
usual or suitable manner to the gun.
band being disengaged, so that the shell can
be introduced into the gun, is ready for use
upon another shell.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire tosecure by Lettere

| Patent, ig—

A means for handhng heavy projectiles and
ammunition, consisting of a two-part hinged
metal band a,dapted £0 clasp the project_ile,
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said band having the free ends of its sections | to engage said wpplemeutal eye to suapend
slotted, with the free end of one of the sec- | and lransport the projectile. 10
tions adapted to receive the corresponding In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
end of the other section to bring the slots of | hand.

3 the two sections into coincidence, and pro- . THEODORE FORSSELL.
vided with a rigid supplemental eye, a key Witnesses: o
to be passed throuﬂh said slots for uniting S. H. NOURSE,

said free ends anfl a hoisting device adapted | H, F. ASCHECK.
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