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- To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JosErPH J. RAFTER, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Hart-
ford, in the county of Hartford and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Chases for Printing-
Presses, of which the following 1s a Qpeclﬁea-
tion. s

This invention relates to an 1mp10vement
in chases for printing-presses; and the object
of the invention is to provide a chase that
can be quickly, easily, and readily taken

- apart and put together, and so constructed
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- being shown in dotted lines.
top view of a portion of the frame of the |
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. ot the chase in lineb b, Fig.

35

‘as to be made. la,rﬂ'er or smaller to adapt it

to be used with dlfferent sizes of printing-
presses, whereby the necessity of having a
number of chases of dlﬁerent sizes 18 obw-
dted |

A further ob,]eef of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved clamping device for the

chase that can be easily and quickly adjusted
- onto the type to be held therein, and which
will remain in its a,d,]usted posmon until |
~mannally readjusted. -

In the accompanying drawings, forming
pa,rt of this specification, qure 1 is a top
view of the improved chase, a part thereof
Fig. 2 is also a

chase, shown as having its side constructed
in sections, Fig. 318 a.longitudinal sectional

view of the clamping device in line a a, Fig. |

1; and IFig. 4 1s a sectional view of a pOI‘thll
1, together with
the clamping or. holdmﬂ' nat and means for
actuating the same, S&ld figure also showing
the ola,mp in dotted lines.

Similar characters represent hke parts in

' all the ﬁﬂ'ures of the drawings.
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This chase in the prefer1ed form thereof
herein shown, consists of a suitable frame of
any suitable material, (designated, generally,

as 50,) the sides and ends thereof being of

~any suitable width and thickness to adapt it
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for the purpose-to which it is to be used, and

‘having each of its sides or ends composed of

seetlons 8, united to each other by suitable
dovetail ;]omts 9 of any suitable construction;
but, as herein shown, each section of the
frame has a dovetail mortise 10 at one of its

‘ends and a dovetail tenon 11 at its opposite

end, adapted to fit into corresponding tenon%

 sition to clamp the type in the chase.

| and mortiseson similar sections of the frame.

These mortises and tenons are preferably dis-
posed on beveled or inclined ends of the sec-

tions, in order to constitute a more perfect fit

when the  sections are used as end portions
of the frame and also to form a tighter joint.

These tenons 11 and mortises 10 are disposed
| on the faces of the ends of the sections at

equal distances from the sides thereof in or-
der that the sections may be reversible and

‘interchangeable, and thereby adapted to con-
stitute either end sections 15 or a portion of

either of the sides,as 12,orends of the frame,
as may be desired.

Disposed in one of the sides and likewise
in one of the ends of the frame are suitable
clamping devices. It is understood, how-

| ever, that these clamping devices may be ar-

rann‘ed in both sides and both ends of the

.'fxame,lf desired, this being, however, consid-
ered usnally unnecessary in a chase.

of these clamping devices, in the preferred
form thereof herein shown, comprises a re-

ciprocatory clamping plate or jaw 16 of any

suitable construction normally seated in a
recess 17 of any suitable shape in the inner

~wall of the frame, whereby its outer face will -

be flush with the inner wall of the chase.

A transverse aperture or slot18 of any suit-
able size extends from the outer wall of the
chase-frame and communicates with the re-
cess 17. Through this aperture or slot a
screw-threaded spindle 19 is adapted to pro-

ject, the inner end thereof extending throngh

an aperture in the clamping plate or jaw 16,
and being headed thereln, as at 20, to prevent
disconnection from said jaw or plate.
cent the clamping plates or jawsthe frame is
also provided with snitablesiots or apertures
21 in ‘the upper walls, which preferably ex-

tend from top to bottom theréof, and in
each of theseapertures a peripherall y-toothed

clamping or holding nut 22 and a peripher-

Each
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ally-toothed check-nut 23 is adapted to work

on the screw-threaded spindle 19 to adjust
and clamp the clamping plate or jaw 16in po-

recesses between the teeth of these nuts are
adapted to receive an actuating bar or lever

24 of any suitable construction adamed to act-

The
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uate the nuts, and thereby tlghtly clamn the :

type within the chase
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forwarded to a printing-office, and when it is
desired to construct a chase having simply
four sections, (two ends and two sides,) simi-
lar to that shown in Fig. 1, or one of the char-
acter shown in Fig. 2, it is only necessary to
unite, by means of the dovetail joints, these
sections, and thereby form a chase of the de-
sired size. The type having been arranged
in the chase, theclamps 16 are adjusted there-
on by means of the eclamping-nuts 22, and
when tightly clampedinto position the check-
nuts 23 are turned into position to engage the

¢lamping-nuts, and thereby hold the same |

agalust movement. When it is desired to re-

move the type from the chase, each check-

nut is turned to disengage its clamping-nut,
and both ean then be turned by meansof the
lever or other means to withdraw the clamp-

ing plates or jaws from the ty pe dl’ld rermit

the same to be removed.
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IHaving thus deseribed ny invention, what

T elaim is—

1. A chase fora printing
sectiong, and provided with a suitable clamp-
ing devwe comprising a clamping - plate
adapted to normally rest in a recess in thein-

ner wall of a section; and having its outer

face thereof flush with said inner wall; a
serew - threaded spindle connected to said
plate, and extending transversely through the

section; a peripherally-toothed clamping-nut,

and a peripherally - toothed check-nut dis-
posed in an aperture in the top wall of the
section, and working on said screw-threaded
qpmdle to adjust the clamping-plate, sub::.tan-
tially as described.

2. A chaseforaprinting-press coumstl_ng of
a frame and a clamping device,

adapted to normallyrestin a recess in thein-

-press composed of

said eclamp-
ing device comprising a clamping-plate

- In practice, a number of sections § will be |

548,562

ner wall of the frame, and having its outer
face flush with said inner wall; a screw-
threaded spindle connecting said plate, and
extending transversely through the frame;

and a clamplnn* nut and a check-nut disposed

in an aperture in the frame between the inner
and outer walls thereof, and working on said
screw-threaded Spmdle, to adjust the clam D-
ing plate, substantially as desecribed.

3. A chase fora printing-presscomprising a
frame having an aperture extending from the
top to the bottom walls thereof; a clamping
device consisting of a plate adapted to nors-
mally rest in a recessin the inner wall of the
frame, and having its outer face flush with
said inner wall; a screw-threaded spindle
projecting transversely through the frame
and secured tosaid plate; anda peripherally-
toothed clamping-nut and a peripherally-
toothed check-nut disposed in said aperture,
and adapted to work on said spindle, whereby

said plate can be adjusted, clamped, and held

in position, until mauually read justed, sub-
stantially as described.
4. A chasefora printing-press compusmg a

frame having an aperture extending from the

top to the bottom walls thereof intermediate

of its outer and inner wall; a clamping-plate
adapted to normally rest in a recess in the
inner wall of the frame; a screw-threaded

spindle projecting through the frame and

aperture and secured to said plate; and a

clamping-nut and a check-nut disposed in said

apertuare, and adapted to work on said spin-

dle, whereby said plate can he adjusted,
clamped, and held in position until manually

readjusted, substantially as desecribed.
| JOSLPII J. RAFTER,

Witnesses:
IFRED. J. DOLE,
S, Y. PorTs.
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