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To r;eéZ who'm/ mﬁ may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE H. CLARK of

Boeton county of Suﬁolk and State of Mas-

saehusette, have invented an Improvement in

3 Boot or Shoe Trees, of which the following

desel 1pt10n in connection with the accompa- |
nymn' drawings, is a specification,like letters

on the drawings representing like parts.

- In maehmes for treeing boots and shoes one
r.o of the chief objects elmed at is to so construct
" the tree that the boot or shoe may be easﬂy-

-} removed after it has been treed.

o 5'0 is permitted to turn,so as asform a continua- [ conceealed or covered by said longitudinal side
-The rear end of the hollew -leﬂ' pertleu R

- Numerous ways have been devised for the

aeeempllshment of this result—as, for in-

"1 5 stance, the fore part and heel portion of the
~ foot of the tree have been made separable, |
the fore part sliding on the heel part; also, the

~ fore part has been compeeed of several pieces,
‘so that it may be collapsed or nerrowed to a

20 certain extent as the boot or shoe is with--
- drawn; but in all cases, so far as I am aware,.
~the toe has been made integral with the in-
step, shank, and ball portmns so that the bot-

tom of the fore part of the last remains in-

__ 2 5 tact, and in such event it is very difficult to.
. _remove some kinds of boots and shoes.

"This invention has for its object to con-

struet a tree for boots and shoes, whereby re-
“moval of the boot or shoe after being treed is
30 crreatly facilitated,and also to prowde the tree |
w0 with certain feetures of adj ustment, whereby
©.. . . 1ihe width of the tree may be varied, and, fur-

the1 more, to so construct the back- le pormon
‘as to present a shield at each side of the tree

5 to cover the space formed by the qeparatlen:

of the parts of the tree.

In carryingout thisinvention I have SO eon-

etrueted the parts of the tree that the fore

4. part slides on the heel Dalt thereby ene,blmﬂ"
40 the heel fo be mthdrawn frem the boot or

‘shoe. -
The fore. part is made in two pieces, one

| ~comprising the instep, shank, and ball por-

tions and the ofher the toe pertwn the latter

5 being hinged to the former at the top side of

~the foot. ThlS pivoted toe portion is or may
be made by simply sawing off a short piece
at the toe end of the fore part.
drawmg the fore part, this pivoted toe-plece

. I tlon of the ﬂ'enera,l eurvature ot‘ the fore pmt

“When with-

l_ .

the width of the tree may be ebanged
back-leg portion is made hollow,1its lon 0‘1tud1-"
nal side edges being tapered or ma,de quite
thin, and the ’frcmt-—leer portion drops into the
1 holiowof the ba.ek-leg pertlen a short distance
between its thin tapering edges, so that as the
parts are separated said tapering edﬂ'es eover;‘
| the space formed between thém. |

‘uninterrupted surface.
_merely a flat piece of leather. v
By pivoting the toe-piece b%, as shown 1t; RS
| will be seen that it may be t1lted so astocon- . .
form with the general curvature of the re- =~ =
mainder of the tore part to faellltate the re-

| mevel of the boot and shoe. o
-The back-leg portion ¢ is made hellew or

| which. therebv greatlv feelhte,tee the remeval
of the boot or shoe. - - |
The heel portion is for med mteﬂral Wlth the o
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back-leg part of the tree, which is pivoted to

a block forming a part of the front-leg por- -~
pivotal connee-

tion, or to a support, and the
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tion for said- perte is made adjustable,so that

" The .
o

Figure 1 shows in side elevetlon a boet or

shoe tree embodying this invention.

Fig. 2 =
is a detail showing the heel portion and fore
part and pivoted toe -piece; Kig. 3, a cross-sec-
tion of the tree shown in Fig. 1, taken on the
‘dotted line = =, Fig. 4, a eroee-sectmn of the
‘tree shown in Flg 1, taken on the dotted line

70 ,.

vy y,; Fig. 5, a detall of 1he hinge for the pw- e

oted toe-piece.
-The front-leg pertlon ef the tree conelets ef

| the blOCk a, having a forwerdly-—extended: SR
"ig. 1,) aslide-block
,a,z mounted on said D'llldeS and a fore part
.detachebly eonnected to eald slide.

guide a’, (see dotted lmes,
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‘The detachable fore part comprlsee A Shm-' SR

and ba,ll portions, as at b°.

The hinge b5, by means of whlen the toe- e
‘piece is plvoted is made flat and sunken into
the material of the fore part,so astoleavean  ~ . .

‘This hmge rmght be - .
| Q0 e

piece b, instep portion b, shank portion b? o
“bald portlen b’ and a toe-piece b, the latter. -
being pivoted to the end of the metep, s,hgmk

o5 L

shell-like and the guide of the front-leg por-

edn‘es

tion enters said back- leg portion between the -
longitudinal side edﬂ'es, so ‘that as the parts = = .
are separated the space between them will be

10



¢ 18 formed with two ears ¢/, which receive be-

tween them a projection on the block g. The

| pro;]ectmn on the block is slotted, as at ¢?, to

receive the shank of a pin ¢3, which passes

through said ears and serves as a pivot-pin.
for. the parts.

Sleeves ¢t are placed on the
pivot-pin and contained in holes in the ears,

- through which the pin passes, and the pin is

IO

'threaded at one end and provided with a

thumb-nut ¢5, so that by turning said nut the
sleeves ciwill be broughtto bear firm] y against

"~ the prOJeetlon on the block a at any part of

15

' - theslot ¢*in which the pin may be placed,and

the back-leg portion turns on said sleeves.
By prowdmﬂ' this form of pin-and-slot con-
nection, or any equivalent form by means of
which the back-leg portion is pwota,lly con-

" nected to the front- leg portion in an adjust-
able manner, it will be seen that the width of

20

the tree may be adjusted at mll
I claim—
1. In a tree for boots and 5hoe=; the combi-
nation. of separable back and front_len*_ por-

eyl

|

548,436

thIlS, a cshdu:w::-- detaehable fore- -part, OOmpI‘IS- '

ing instep, 5hank and ball portions, and the

| toe piece 6% which is pivoted to the front end
of the ball portlon substantially as described.

2. A tree for boots and shoes, having the

| toe piece bY, pivoted at b to the f10nt end of

the ball portion 63. .
3. In a boot or shoe tmee a hollow baek leg
portlon the sides of whlch are gradually re-

duced in thickness to a sharp edge, a front
leg portion, which enters the hollow of the
‘back leg portion, between its thin tapering
‘side edges, and a

parts, whereby they may be more or less sep-

| a,ra,ted substantially as described.
In testlmony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the preqence of 40

'two subscmbmfr mtnesses | |

GEORGE H CLARK

Witnesses:
B. J. NOYES,
FLORENCE H. DAvIs.

pivotal connection for the
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