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1o all whom it may concern: | moisture and to avoid rotting the fence-post.
Be it known that we, EUGENE L. WILLIAMS Any number of spurs may be employed, and .
and JOHN S. WILLIAMS, citizens of the United | they are formed integral with the bracket or L
States, residing at Jerseyville, in the county | frame. Each spur has a tapering point and |
5 of Jersey and State of Illinois, have invented | is provided at the base thereof with an annu- 6o
| a new and useful Wire-Tightener, of which | lar enlargement 12, forming an outer shoul-
. the following is a specification. - | der adapted to limit the penetration of the
- The invention relates to improvements in spur and to offset the bracket or frame from
wire-tighteners. | I | the post to provide the said intervening
1o The object of the present invention is to space 13. 'The points penetrate the post and 65
improve the construction of wire-tighteners, | become embedded in the same by the tension
and to provide a simple and inexpensive one | of the fence-wire which passes through a per-
which may be readily attached to and re- | foration of the post, and it will be readily ap-
moved from a fence-post, and which will per- | parent that the spurs securely hold the wire-
‘15 mit a circulation of air between it and the tightener in proper position on the post and o
- post and allow water to pass freely back of it | permit it to be readily removed when it is
to avoid rotting the post. | | ‘desired to replace an old post by a new one.
~The invention consists in the construction | - The back of the frame or bearing-bracket
and novel combination and arrangement of | is provided with an enlarged opening for the
20 parts hereinafter fully deseribed, illustrated | passage of the wire, and which also facilitates ~ 5
in the accompanying drawings, and point'ed'i the circulation of air and the quick drying
out iu the appended elaims. | | | of that portion of the post covered by the
in the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec- ‘wire-stretcher. o |
tional view of a post provided with wire- Changes in the form, proportion, and the
25 tighteners constructed in accordance with | minor details of construction may be resorted 8o
this invention. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the | to without departing from the prineiple or
same. Kig. 3 is a detail perspective view of sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
one of the wire-tighteners. Fig. 4 is a detail | vention. | o |
~ perspective view of one of the spurs. What we claim is—

- 30 Like numerals of reference indicate corre-|{ 1. A wire stretcher adapted to be held 8y -
- sponding parts in all the figures of the draw- | against a fence-post by the tension of a fence-
ings. a - - | wire, and provided at its back with spurs
1 designates a shaft or drum journaled in | adapted to engage a post, said spurs having
a bearing-bracket or frame 2 and having a tapering points and at the bases thereof en- |
35 fence-wire 3 connected to it by being passed | largements forming stops, limiting the pene- go
- through a central slot or opening 4. Oneend | tration of the points and forming an inter-
of the shaft or drum is extended beyond the ‘vening space between. the wire stretcher and
bearing-bracket or frame and Is squared or | the post,substantially as and for the purpose

- polygonal to adapt it to receive a wrench for | described. . | - -
4o rotating the shaft or drum to tighten the wire | 2. "The combination of a frame, provided gg
- tothe desired tension. . The shaft or drum is | with integral spurs having tapering points,
journaled in bearing-recesses 5 of the sides | and at the bases of the points enlargements °
6 of the bearing-bracket or framé. It has a | forming stops to limit their penetration and
- shoulder at one end to prevent longitudinal | to offset the frame from a post; a shaft jour- _
45 movement, and it is provided with a ratchet- | naled in the frame, and a pawl and ratchet 100
‘wheel or teeth 7, located adjacent to the inner | for holding the shaft against retrograde rota-
face of the opposite side of the bearing- | tion, substantially as described. |
bracket or frame and adapted to be engaged | In testimony that we e¢laim the foregoingas -
by a pivoted gravity pawl or dog 8 to pre- | our own we have hereto affixed our signatures
50 vent retrograde rotation of the shaft or drum | in the presence of two witnesses. .
and a consequent loosening of the fence-wire. | . -~ EUGENE L. WILLIAMS.
- T'he bearing-bracket or frame is offset from JOHN 8. WILLIAMS.,
the post by spurs 9 to form an intervening L

~ Witnesses:

A—

~ Space for the circulation of air and to per-| W. 8. PITTMAN,
55 mit iree drainage to prevent accumulation of | J. A. FLAUTT.
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