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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that 1, THOMAS

~ citizen of the United States residing at Zuek

1n the county of Knox and State of Ohio ha,ve
‘invented a new and’useful Napkin- Holdel of
~which the following is a specification.

~This invention rela,tes to an improvement

1n those devices which are provided for hold-

- ing napkins before the breasts of persons who

-are engaged in eating and who desire to pro- |
- tect their clothes fmm being soiled by the
food. Usually these devices eons1st of aring |

- .:tda,pted to embrace the neck of the user and
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“bodied in the claims.

provided with means for holding the napkin
in front of the person using it. This broad
principle is present in my mventlen and it

-also comprises  two lengths of sprmﬂ' wire,
- each formed with a coil between its ends and

rigidly secured to each other by soldering or
otherwise fastening the two ends towether

‘the remaining euds being left free end with a
‘normal tendency towerd the fastened ends,

A farther feature of construction lies in so
shaping the fastened ends that they will be
spread apart to form a space into which the

‘napkin may be passed to effeet its connection

with the device.

All of these points of construection will be
fully described hereinafter, and finally em-

are 1llustreted and therein— .

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a

napkin-holder embodying the essential fea-
turesof my invention; Fig.2,asimilar andre-
duced view ehewmﬂ*a nepkm attached to the
holder; Fig. 3, a view showing a second man-
ner of conneetlne the napkm to the holder.
The reference letters a and b 1ndlcate, re-
speetwely, the two sections of wire compris-
ing my device, and these are essentially of

kind, provided this spring attribute is pres-
ent. Thusall kindsofornamental metal may
be used, such as silver or plated ware; or, if

this is not desired, ordinary steel mre may be

used.
Each section of the device is shaped to form

~a coil 1, which is located about midway the
- length of the same and which gives the arms

hO

2 end o & tendency toward each other and to

describe a shape which i is substantially a por- | that of Fig.

B. "LEPLEY a ‘

In the drawings they |

tion of an ellipse. The arms 2 of each sec-
tion ¢ and b are curved regularly and ar-
ranged side by side and rigidly secured in
sueh a position by the application of the sol-
der 4, which is applied in two places,one near

each coil 1. By these means the arins 2 are
rigidly secured to each other, and they are

arranged oppositely, so that oneof the coils 1
will lie-adjacent to each end of the arms 2.
Formed in the arms 2 and opposite each
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other are the bends 5, which are elongated

longitudinally with the arms and which are
made coincident on the arms, so that when
the parts are assembled they will combine to
form an enlarged opening extending equally

into each arm 2, all of which is fullv shown

by Fig. 1 of the drewmn's

The arms 3 of each section are curved
slightly outwardly, as shown at 6, and when
their normal tendency is not influenced by
anything else they will cross each other at
points near their ends, as shown in Fig. 1.

‘When, however, they are in place around the

neck of the user, they will be forced apart,
according to and for the distance which the
size of the same will require. 'The arms 2
have their free ends extended slightly to form

the spurs 7, which are provided to be passed

through the napkin, so as to hold it in place,
all of which will be described hereinafter.
In the use of the invention the arms 3 are
made to embrace the neck of the person using
it, and the spurs 7 of the holder passed
through the napkin near two of its corners,
as shown in Kig. 3. The napkin will now be
spread out so as fto lie in front of the user, as
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isthe custom. Theholderisremoved by sim-

ply diseconnecting the arms 3 from the per-
son’s neck, and the napkin is taken off by

‘bending thearms 2, soastorelease the spurs 7.
spring material - and may be formed of any |

It will be understood that in attaching the
napkin the arms 2 must be bent slightly as
well as in detaching the napkin.

Fig. 2 shows a second manner of arranging
the napkin, and here the napkin has its-cor-
ner passed through the space between arms
2 and drawn out so as to lie between the en-

gaging portions of said arms, as shown in the

figure referred to. Either of these modes
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may be employed at the will of the user, but
3 18 preferred. | |
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When not in use, the device may be carried | with the arm 2 of the other section, the two

in one’s pocket, so that it will be ready for

immediate use, or it may be secured to or

rolled up in a napkin and placed on a table
with the same. This securing to the napkin
may be done by passing the arms 3 around
the napkin when folded or by passing the
napkin between the arms 2, all of which will
be understood.

It will also be obvious that the device could
be constructed of ornamental material, and
when combined with a napkin will serve to
ornament and embellish the same.

Having deseribed the invention, I claim-—

1. A napkin holder consisting of two dupli- |

cate sections, each formed of an integral
length of spring wire bent at a point between
its ends to form a coil and having its ends

extended to form the arms 2 and 3, the said }

arms of each section having a normal tend-
ency to a partially elliptieal position, and the
arm 2 of one section being arranged parallel

having their free ends projected to form

spurs, said arms 2 being rigidly secured to-

cether so that a space will be left between

their extremities and 8o that the arms 3 will

be free, substantially as described.

2. A napkin holder consisting of two sec-
tions, each formed of an integral length of
spring wire, shaped to form arms 2 and 3 and
having the arms 2 secured to each other so
that their ends will project out to form spurs
for attachment with the napkin, the arms 3
being free and having a tendency inward,
substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

TIHOMAS B. LEPLREY.
Witnesses:
| CrLiNTON M. RICE,
JOHN Y OUNG.
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