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To all whom it may concerr,: -
Be it known that I, WiLLiaM LOONEY, a

~ citizen of the United States residing at Ox-

{O

ford, in the county of Benton and State of
Indiana, have Invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Buckles, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

"My invention relates to an improved har-

ness buckle. It consistsof a flat bottom-plate
with two sides and a cross-plate at one end,
and a lid between thesides hinged or pivoted

~ at the otherend, this lid with the cross-plate
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- buckle and engaged by the spuars.
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A0

forming a top, the whole forming a box with

open endw and the interior havmﬂr spurs on

the bottom plate and thelid to engage the har-

ness, thus serving the purposes of a buckle,
as w1ll be more pdrtlculdrly deseribad.

In the drawings, to which reference is made

as a part of the specification, the same letters |

refer tothe same partsin the different figures.

Figure 1 shows the buckle in perspective
with the lid open without the side loops. Fig.
2 shows the buckle in plan, thelid closed, with

“band-loops extending outwardly from the

sides. Kig. 31s a sectional viewshowing how
the harness-straps are passed through the
Fig. 4 1s
a detail showing the spring-bolt. =

In the figures A.is the bottom-plate of the
buckle; I3. B. its csldes with the upper edges
curved.

E. I’ are projecting band-loops to receive

harness straps from different directions when
required; C,the cross-bar at one énd holding
together the sides. b. b’ are the spurs rising
from the inside of the bottom- plateto engage
the harness strap, and d. a bar or projection
along the under side of the cross-plate to

stren frthen it,and also to press upon the strap.
All theqe parts are preferably integral.

D.

~ isthelid, thickened and rounded at its hinged

45

end, and pivoted between the ends of the
sides opposite to the cross-bar C.

h is the pivot on which the lid is hinged.

a 18 a spur on the under side of the lid at,
its pivoted end, and e. ¢’ are the flanges at
the sides of the free end of the lid, shaped

to
part and rounded outwardly for convenience

1t down onto the curved side of the lower |

I

1

opening and closing. Ia the thickened por-
tion of the lid is inserted a bolt 2, the inner

end of which is pressed by a spring 3, oper-

ating it to engage the bolt-hole k. thus lock-

ing the lid when closed. Fig. 4 shows this.

construction in sectional plan, at the line x. .
of IKig. 2. The lid with its spur and flanges
i1s in one piece. Both for ornament and to
lighten the buckle, the central portions of the
top and bottom plates are cut out into any de-
sired pattern, as a cirele, star, or other shape,
as shown at ¢g. and f.

F. F’. are straps or parts of harness to which

the buckle is applied.
T'his buckle being deswned for use on har-

ness of variouns kinds, and applied to various

iron, brass, nickel, silver, or plated; of any re-

‘quired size; and finished plain, polished, or
It will buckle a single

highly ornamented.
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parts, will be made o'f any suitable metal, as

strap when the end is returned to make a loop;

or two straps from opposite directions; and
will receive others into its side-band-loops,
which will be fastened by sewing, riveting, or
buckles. It will be used for lines, back-
bands, hip-straps, and on other parts of har-

ness to which it is adapted

The method of using the buckle is obvious.
"The lid being opened, the ends of the bands

or straps to be fastened are introduced fo the
point desired,and where the holes of the lower
strap will engage the bottom spurs, and the
hole of the upper strap will be engaged by

the spur on the lid, the lid is closed and the-
straps are buckled.

The space within the
box being adapted to the width and thickness
of the straps to be buckled it is manifest that
the spurs will hold them in place as does the
tongue in an ordinary buckle; and the spur
of the lid being located under the hinged end

S0
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the greater the pull of the strap within the

strength of the material, the firmer will the
lid be closed. o unbuckle, the strain is re-
laxed, the lid raised, and the strap is released.

95

Having thus deseribed my invention and its

use, what I elaim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. In a backle for harness, the eombmatlon-

of an integral frame having a flat bottom-
plate and two sides joined at one end by a

IQO

in taking between the thumb and finger in I cross-plate, the free edges curved, and having _

.o




10

I5

2

two spurs, one near each end, arising from
the inner surface of the bottom-plate; and of
a lid having a spur on the under side of the
pivoted end, this end thickened and rounded,
and having therein a spring bolt engaging
when closed a recess on the inner surface of

one side of the frame, and having at the free !

end two flanges rounded outward and curved
downward fitting upon the curved sides of
the frame, the lid pivoted at the thickened
end between and to the sides of the frame at

the end opposite the cross-bar, as and forthe |

purpose shown and described.

2. In a harness buckle, the combination of

an integral frame having a flat bottom-plate

and two sides joined at one end by a cross-

plate and with a band-loop outward on each
side, the upper edgesof the sides curved, and

ST

641,488

with twospurs arising from the inner surface
of the bottom-plate, one near each end; and
of a lid having a spring'bolt recessed in this
end engaging a recess on-the inner surface ot
one side of the frame when closed, and hav-
ingat the other end two'flanges ronnded out-

ward and eurved downward fitting upon the

curved sides of the frame within the cross-
plate, this lid pivoted at the thickened end
between and to the sides of the frame, as and
for the purpose shown and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM LOONEY.

Witnesses: 1
| WiLLiaMm M. MCCONNELL,

JOSEPH CARTER.
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