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7o all whom it may concerve:

Be it known that I, JABEZ L. WOODBRIDGE,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Wethersfield, in thecounty of Hartford and
State of Connecticat, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Automatic
Gallows, of which the following is a full, elear,
and exact deseription, whereby anyoneskilled

- 1n the art can make and use the same.
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The object of my invention is to provide an
apparatus or machine by means of which the
penalty of capital punishment may be in-

flicted with certainty by devices that are to a |

certain extent automatie, but which remain
wholly under the control of the pubhe officer
until the final moment.

'To thisend my invention consmts in the de-
tarls of theseveral parts making up the appa-
ratus as a whole and in the combination of
such parts as more particularly hereinafter
described and pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
view of the apparatus as arranged in a room.
IF1g. 2 18 a view 1n elevation of the vertically-
movable platform, the weight, and the con-
nected mechanism. Iig.3isaplan view show-
ing the arrangement of the several levers and
bolts located between the vertically-movable
platform and the weight. Fig. 4 is a view in
side elevation showing the arrangement of
the platform-controlling lever and of the plat-
form-lever. Iig.d is a view of the dial and
mechanism for 0peratmﬂ' the index-hand.

In the accompanying drawings the letter a
denotes the floor of a room, preferablv raised
as shown in the accompan yin o drawings, leav-
ing a space thereunder in which is located
part of the operating mechanism. The letter
b denotes the weight guides; ¢, the weight,
and d a rope in the end of which the usual
knotis made in such manner as to form a loop,
the knot being one that will not slip.

The letter e denotes the weight lever that
1s pivoted in a suitable support with one end
underlying and supporting the weight ¢, the
other end of the lever being in engagement
with the trip . This trip f is supported on
a pivot, with one end engaging the weight le-

ver ¢, and the opposite end connected with a

trip rod g. A ropeor like flexible connection
Iv is also attached toone end of the trip £, the

shaft of an index hand 1, the hand overlyihg
the face of adial 5. ‘This dial issupplied with

characters, as numerals, to denote the move- 55
ment of the index hand, in the form shown in -

the drawings the numbers-in a series of 5 up
to 40 denoting seconds, and the parts just de-
seribed are so ad] asted that when the trip f

is in its normal position the index. hand points 6o

to 5, and when this trip has moved to a dis-
tance sufficient to release the weight from le-

ver ¢ the index hand will have been moved -

around to 35, denoting that a period of thirty-

five seconds has elapsed between the com-

mencement of movement of the trip f and the
release of the weight lever e.

The trip rod g is eonnected to afollower"J
located-in a valve case g% Openings ¢ are
formed in the upper part of the valve case,

and an opening ¢* in the lower part of Sald-

case. Underlying the opeuing ¢*1s a valve
%, having therein a valve opening £'.
valve is located in a slide way, and is adapted
to move so that the Valv_e openmﬂ' k! will reg-
ister with the opening g¢* in the bottom of the
valve casing, the slide waysin which the valve
moves being preferably located on a standard
[. A valve lever mis pivoted to the standard
[,one end of the valve lever being also pivoted
to the valve . _ -
A platform levernis plvoted toa standa,rd n'
underneath the platform p, and a connecting
rod o is pivoted to the upper end of the nlat-—
form lever and to the valve lever m at a point

between its pivotal support and connection

with the valve k. In the form shown a sup-
plemental rod o is pivoted to the lower end

of both the platform lever and the valve lever,
but this rod may or may not be used, it bemﬂ*

connecting rod o and acts merely as an a,ld in

the operatmn of the device.
To the shaft n® to which the platform lever

n is secured is also attached a platform hold-
ing lever p’, a support p* extending from the

This
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obvious that its funection 1s the same as the E

G5

vertlcally movable platform p downward and

resting on the platform holding lever p’ for-
ward of its pivotal support. Stops p° are lo-
cated underneath the platform p in a posi-
tion to limit the extentof its downward move-
ment, springs p* being interposed between the
nlatform and the stops.

opposite end of the rope passmﬂ' around the lmﬂ' lever q, see Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings,

A platt’orm control-.

ICO -




~the standard 77, a foot piece r° being seemed_ |
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is pivoted to a standard ¢’, this lever hemﬂ'
in the form of a bent lever, one arm of whieh

-underlies the forward end of the platform -

holdingleverp’, and the other arm of the lever
being pivotally connected with the connecting

‘rod g*%theopposite end of said connecting rod

being attached to the foot lever r pivoted in

to the end of the foot lever 7. |
A releasing lever s is pivoted toa standard
s"with one arm underlying the platform hold-
ing lever at a point back of the pivotal sup-
port of the latter.
oted to the oppositearm of thereleasing lever

s, the opposite end of the connecting red { be-
ing pivoted to a foot lever 7’ pweted to the |

standard i, and a foot piece £ is also secured
to the foot lever ¢’ The general construction
of the releasing lever s’, the foot lever ¢’ and

the connected mechanism is the same as that

 shown and described with refereneelto the
platform controlling lever, ¢, foot lever » and

~be used to control its movement.
preferably used, as the operation of the de-.
vice can be more easily controlled than w1t11 |
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connected mechamsm

The movement of the followm g’ 18 coli-

trolled by the pressure on the under sidé of |

the follower. A fluid or solid substance may

the use of less solid substances.. |
In the operation of the device the movable

parts being in the position shown in Fig. 1 of |

the drawings, as pressure is put upon the ver-
tically movable platform n, the latter is de-
pressed fill 1t encounters the stops p*.  This

operation rocks the platform lever n and the.

valve lever m to a distance sufficient to cause

the opening in the lower part of the valve case

g®and that in the valve ¢’ to partially register
each with the other,and allow the shot to flow
out of the valve case. As the shot flow from
the case the follower ¢’ is depressed under
the action of the weight ¢ and connected
mechanism, until the weightlever eisreleased

from the trip f, causing the weight to fall and |

the rope d to be suddenly drawn upward.

In the downward movement of the trip f
the pull upon the flexible connection 7 causes
the index hand 2on the dial 7 to be revolved,
and as before stated the time that will elapse'

from the release of the shot by the mechanism

herein described to the release of the weight

~lever from the trip will be just thirty-five sec-
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onds, as denoted on the dial. This gives suf-
ficient time in which the knot may be prop-
erly adjusted and it is held in this position by
the attendant until the release of the weight.
This necessitates that the blow caused by the
fall of the weight shall be given at the proper
place to etfect the desired result

By means of the platform controlling lever
and releasing lever s the movement of the
shot from the case can be easily controlled.
1f i1t is found tnat they are running out too
fast to enable the required operatlens to be

A connecting rod 7 is piv-

Shot are |

- F Y

performed before the release of the weight a !
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pressure upon’ the foot lever 72 throws the

platform holding lever p” and consequently .

vertically movable platform p upward, thus
If the re-
‘quired operations are performed quicklyand
it is desired to hasten the operation of thede- - -
vice a pressure upon the foot lever ¢ owill o0
cause the platform holding lever " to be
rocked farther over, this movement causing
the opening in the valve through the con- =~
nected mechanism between the platformlever - -

shutting off the flow of the shot.

nand valve lever m to register with the open-.

ing in the bottom of the valve case when all
of Lhe shot will immediately flow out from the

case causing the weight ¢ to drop at once. |
I claim as my mventmn—-—- |

1. In combination in a gallows, a vertwal]y’__'ﬁ-:.",-'-
mevable platform, a valve case, a follower lox
cated within the case,a valve eennected with ‘8g
the vertically mov able platform whereby the . -

movement of the follower may be controlled,

all snbstanueﬂl) as deseribed.

located within the case, a valve

1S contrelled a trip rod connecting the fol-

| a weight lever connected with the follower, -
and a weight supported by the weight lever AR
2. In combination in a gallows, a \eItleall y oo
‘movable platforin, a valve case, a follower
opelatlvelvf'"j o
connected with the vertically movable plat- -
form, whereby the inovement of the follower
‘may be controlled, a trip connected with the -~
follower, a weight lever in engagement with.~ -
the ftrip, and a weight' Supported by the - '
“weight lever, all substantmlly as described.
3. In combination in a callows, a vertically
‘movable platform, a valve case, a follower -~
located within the case, a valve operatively =~ =
connected with the vertically movable plat- @+
form, whereby the movement of the follower PR
- TOR

T we

lower and a trip, the trip, a Welfrht lever in =~

engagement with the trip, and a wewht sap-

PUFtE‘d by the weight lever, all substantmlly

as described.

4. In combination in a gallows, a vettleallyj
movable platform, a valve case, a follower
located within the case, a valve lever con- ..
necting the vertically movable platform and
a valve, the valve, a trip rod connecting the
follower and trip, the trip, a weight lever in rxg: -
engagement with the trip, and a welﬂ'ht sup- -~ 0

ported by the weight lever all substantmlly_-_

as desecri bed.

5. In combination in a gallows, a Veltleallyf?'fff
movable platforin, a platferm levet opera-
tively connected with the vertically movable -
platform, a valve case, a follower  located .
within the case, a valve operatively connected .
with the pletferm lever whereby the move- = = -
connected with the follower, a wewht leverf'-.-",'_5._;_}?’?;,_-5
in engagement with the trlp, and a weight .
Suppmted by the weight lev’el all substan-“ﬁ_j_

ment of the follower may be controlled, a trip

tially as described.
6. In combination in a gallows, a veltlcally

120 : |
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movable platform, a platform holdmn’ lever . o
supporting the vertically movable pla_'tfo_r'mi S
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a platform lever connected with the platform
holding lever, a valve case,afollower located
within the case, a valve connected with the
platform lever whereby the movement of the

follower may be controlled, a trip connected |
‘with the follower, a weight lever in engage-

ment with the trip, and a weight supported
by the weight lever, all Substantially as de-
scribed.

7. In combination in a gallows, a vertically
movable platform, a pwoted platform hold-
ing lever supporting the vertically movable
platform forward of its pivot, a platform le-
ver connected with the platform holding le-
ver, a valve case, a follower located w1th1n
the case, a valve operatwe] y connected with
the platform lever whereby the movement of
the follower may be controlled, a weight le-
ver operatively connected with the follower,
and a weight supported by the weight lever,
all substantially as deseribed.

8. In combination in a gallows, a vertically
movable platform, stops to limit the down-

ward movement of the platform, a platform

lever operatively connected with the verti-
cally movable platform, a valve case, a fol-
lower located within the case, a valve con-
nected with the platform lever whereby the
movement of the follower may be controlled,
a weight lever operatively connected with

~the follower, and a weight supported by the

35

weight lever, all substantially as deseribed.
9. In a gallows, in combination with the
valve operating mechanism and vertically
movable platform, a platform holding lever
connected therewith, a platform controlling
leverinengagement with the platform holdmﬂ'

controlling 1ever all substantlally as de-

seribed. 40

10. In a gallows, in combination with the
valve Operatmg mechanism and a vertically
movable platform, a platform holding lever
connected therewith, a platform controlling
lever, 1n.engagement with the platform hold- 45
‘ ing lever, and a foot lever connected with the

platform controlling lever, all substantlally
as described.

11. In a gallows, in eombmatlon with the
valve operating mechanism and a vertically 5o
movable platform, a platform holding lever
connected therewith, a releasing lever con-
nected with the platform- holding lever, and
means for operating the relea,smn' lever all
substantially as described. § 5

] 12. In a gallows in combination with the
valve operating mechanism and vertically
movable platform, a platform holding lever
connected therewith, a releasing lever con-
nected with the platform holding lever,and a 6o
foot lever connected with the releasing lever,

all substantially as described.

13. In a gallows, in combination, a verti-
cally movable p]atfmm a valve operatwely

connected with the platform, a valve case, a 65

follower located within the case, a weight le-
ver operatively connected with the follower,
a weight supported by the weight lever, and .
‘an index hand operatively connected with
: the weight lever, all substantially as de- jo
scribed.

JABEZ L. WOODBRIDGE.

YWitnesses: S
CHAS. L.. BURDETT,

lever, and means for-operating the platform | ARTHUR B. JENKINS.
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