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Application filed April 15, 1895, Serial No. _545,,764;._ (Nd model.) |

To all whom it may concerwn:

Be it known that I, IRVING H. SWINK, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Duablin,
in the county of Bueks and State of Pennsyl-
vania, haveinvented a new and useful Fenece,
of which the following is a specification.
The invention relates to improvements in
fences. S -
The objeect of the present invention 1s to
improve the construction of permanent and

~portable wire fences, and to provide simple
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and efficient means for preventing and for

counteracting sagging in any portion of a

wire fence between the posts thereof.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel eombination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully deseribed, illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, and pointed

out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a portion of a portable fence provided
with my improvements. Fig. 2 is a vertical
sectional view of the same. Fig. 3 18 a per-
spective view of a portion of a permanently-

r erected fence provided with astraining device

constructed in accordance with thisinvention.
Fig. 4 is an elevation of the straining device,

illustrating the position of the parts before

the straining-lever is brought to a perpen-
dicular position. . |

Like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. : |

1 designates a portable wire fence, com-
posed of a series of horizontal fence wires 2,
connected at intervals by stays 3, and having
the terminals of the horizontal wires secured

to attachment bars 4, adapted to be bolted to

permanently mounted fence posts 5, whereby,

when desired, the wire portion of the fence
may be taken down by removing the bolts 6,
and may be conveniently rolled and con-
veyed to any other desired place, or be stored
away, for future use. The stays 3 may be of
any desired construction, but are preferably
made of wires, arranged vertically, and con-
nected to the fence wires by rings or disks 7.
Each ring or disk 7 is provided with a central
opening, through .which a crimped or bent
portion of the stay is passed, and the fence
wire passes through the crimped or bent por-
tion of the stay, and is interposed between

the same and the disk or ring, whereby the
wires are-firmly locked together.

The fence wires are supported at intervals,
or-at any desired point, by a post or upright
3, which may be constructed of any suitable
material, either wood or metal,and which 1s se-
cured by wire ties 9, or by any suitable means
to the horizontal fence wires. The post or
upright 8 is designed to be firmly supported
in a perpendicular position, and is provided
at its top with a vertical slot or opening 10,
receiving a horizontal bolt 11, which forms a

ing lever 12 is adjustable, and is provided

with a series of perforations 13, to receive the

bolt 11, which is also adjustable in the slot 10;
but perforations may be provided in the post
or upright, for the reception of the bolt 11.

The adjustable straining lever is provided

at its upper end with a notch or groove 14 re-

ceivinga supporting or bracing wire15, which
rests in the groove ornotch 14, and which ex-
tends downward from the upper end of the

straining lever al opposite sides thereof, and

‘has its terminals connected to a central tence
I wire, or atany other desired point. -'I'hesup-
porting or bracing wire 15 is placed in the
aroove or notch of the upper end of the strain-
ing lever, when the latter is inan inclined or
| horizontal position, after which the lower arm

! fulerum for a straining lever12. Thestrain- 5
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of the lever is swung downward, to bring the

F leverina perpendicular position. The strain-

tion by a pin 16, or. other fastening device
passing through a perforation of the levérand

the post or upright 8, a series of perforations

17 being provided to accommodate the adjust-
ment of the straining lever. The upper por-
tion of the straining lever is disposed on the
projecting portion of the bolt between inner
and outer nuts 18, and a block 19 may be in-
‘terposed between the lower portion of the le-
ver and the post or upright 3. |

- The adjustment of the straining lever en-
ables the supporting or bracing wire to be
drawn to any desired tension, sufficient to
prevent sagging of the fence, or to counteract
a portion of a fence which has become de-
pressed or is sagging, and the tension device
may be mounted on any kind of a wire fence,
at any desired point, and may be provided at
the time of the building of the fence, or be

ing lever is secared In a perpendicular posi-
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supplied after the fence has been eonstrueted | one portion detachably secured thereto, andﬁ --

and has been in use for any length of time.

The upright 8 1s portable, andis firmly sup- |

' ported upon a horizontal base 20, which may

IO
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be centrally secured to the lower end of the ;

post or upright 8§, and which is provided at its

endsonits upper face with transverse grooves.

or recesses 21, beveled at their inner sides,

“and forming outer shoulders to receive the

lower beveled ends of the inclined braces 22.

The inclined braces 22 are located at opposite :

sides of the fence, and have their lower ends
firmly held against outward movement on the
base 20 by the shouldered recesses thereof,
and the upper ends of the braces are beveled,
and fit in beveled recesses 23, of the post or
upright, and are secured to thesame by a bolt
24. 'This construction may be readily taken

apart, when 1t 1s desirable to move the fence,

and the parts may be readily assembled in

~applying this construction to a fence.

In Figs. 3 and 4 of the acecompanying draw- |

ings, the straining device is shown applied to
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a permanently erected wire fence, the termi-
nals of the horizontal wires 25 being stapled
or otherwise secured to end posts.

construeted similar to those heretofore de-
scribed. The straining device may have its

post or upright planted in the ground, or sup-

ported by any suitable means, and 1t wiil be
apparent that it is capable of readlly counter-
acting sagging, and that when applied to a

-fenee at the time of the erection thereof

sagging therein will hé prevented.

It will be seen that the tension device is

simple and comparatively inexpensive in con-
struction, that it is applicable to all kinds of

- fences, and that it is capable of ready adjust-
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ment toobtain the necessary strain or tension. |

Changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of constructmn may be resorted
to without departing from the principle or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-

vention.

| What I claim is—
. The combination with a wire fence, of a

-vertlcal post or upright connected therewith,

a vertically disposed straining lever, fal-
crumed on the post or 'upright, and having

T'he wires
are supported at intervals by vertical stays, {

l

a brace or support extending downward from:

the top of the lever and connected with thaf.

fence wires, substantially as described.

2. The combination with a wire fence, of_ia;?

55

post or upright connected therewith, a strain-

ing lever fulcrumed on the post or upright -:555?'?5:-§f5§f'§fl?

and designed to besecured in a vertical posi-
tion, and a straining wire or brace centrally
having its sides arranged at an inclination ¢
and secured at their lower terminals to the::_' e

supported on the upper end of the lever and

fence, substantially as described.
3.

arranged in the siot, a

The combination with a wire fence,of &
- post or upright connected therewith and pro- 6 --";?f:j;?-,}fff
-vided at its top with a slot, a bolt or pivot: -
straining lever Pl‘O-;--..
vided with a series of perforatlons and ful- . o
crumed on the bolt or pivot and receiving the
same in one of its perforations, said straining’

lever being provided at its upper end with a

noteh, and a supporting or bracing wire con: - i

trally arranged in the notch, and . extending
downward at an inclination at opposite sides -

of the lever and secured to the fence, Bub-
stantially as deseribed.

straining lever fulcrumed on the upper por- -

tion of the post or upright, and the support
or bracing wire arranged on the apper end of
the lever and extendmﬂ' downward therefrom

wires, substantially as descrihed.

In testlmonv that I claim the forewomg M |
95

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.
IRVING H.
Witnesses: o
CHAS. F. MEYERS,
JOHN K. LANDIS,

SWINK.

9n

and connected with and supporting the fem:se

s

4, The combination with a fence, of a postﬁf
or apright connected with the fence wires
‘and provided at opposite sides with recesses .
located intermediate of the ends of the post
or upright, a horizontal base receiving and-
| supporting the lower end of the post or up-
right and provided with shouldered recesses::
’havmﬂ' beveled inner portions, the mclmed'f
braces having beveled ends arranged in the
recesses of the base and fitting in the recesses
of the post or upright and seeured thereto,a
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