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To all whom it MY CONCErvL:

Be it known that I, HARRY GROVER, a citl-
zen of the United States, residing at Ollie, in
the county of Keokuk and State of Iowa, have
invented a new and useful Wire-Fence-Stay-
Bending Device, of which the following is a
specification. S .

Myinvention relates to wirestaysforiences,

‘and particularly to means for bending the

stays for the same; the object in view being

~ to provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient
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apparatus for bending the extremities of ver-
tical stays preparatory to applying them to
the fence to connect adjacent runners.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a fence provided with stays con-
structed by means of my improved bending
device to show the manner of using the same.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a bending ap-
paratus embodying my invention. Kig. 3 is
a sectional view of the same, showing the

manner of arranging the end of a stay therein |

for bending. Fig. 4 is a detail viewof a stay
as seen before application to a fence-runner.
Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. -
Referring- to Fig. 1 of the drawings—the
numeral 1 indicates the horizontal runners of
a fence, which are extended through suitable
seatsin the posts 2,and 3 represents a tight-
ener secured to one of the posts to regulate
the tension of the runner attached thereto.
These runners are connected at intervals by
the vertical stays 9, each consisting of a short
length of wire of any desired gage, the ends

of whieh are provided with open loopsor eyes |

10 to engage adjacent runners. After engag-
ing the open loops or eyes of the stays with

the runners of a fence, the extremities of said
‘eyesor loopsare bent inward toward the body

portions of the stays to prevent disengage-
ment. In order to provide for the manufac-
ture of these connecting stays by the con-
sumer or fence builder, I employ an appara-
tus which I have termed a bending device.
Shown in Figs. 2 and 3. This bending device
consists of a stationaryleaf 11, to one edge of
which is hinged a swinging leaf 12, said sta-
tionary leaf being secured to a bench, table, or
other suitable object by means of anchor-pins

13, and being provided at its upper side ad-
jacent to the edge to which the swinging leaf
is hinged with an elongated loop 14, under
which the extremity of the stay to be bent 1s 55
engaged.. The inner surface of the swinging ~
leaf is provided with a seat 15 adapted to re-
coive the extremity of the stay, and extend-
ing across this seat adjacent to the hinged
edge of said leaf is an anvil or bar 16 which 6o
has its upper face flush with the upper faces
of the leaves. o -
| Inoperation theswinging leaf of the bend-
ing apparatus is arranged horizontally or in
the plane of the stationary leaf, and the end 65
of the stay is inserted between the loop or
| keeper 14 and the upper surface of said sta- -
tionary leaf, said extremity of the stay pro-
jecting over the surface of the swinging leaf
sufficiently to bear upon the anvil or bar 16. 7o
The free edge of the swinging leaf is then ele-
vated and is swung over the stationary leaf,
thus bending the end of the stay and forming
an open sided loop or eye 10, such as that
which is shown in detail in Fig.4. After this 735
| open loopor eye of the stay has been engaged
with a runner, pliers or another similar tool
may be employed to close the loop or eye to-
prevent accidental detachment of the stay.
The leaves 11 and 12 are rectangular. T'he 8o
anvil 16 is arranged in the recess or seat 1o,
| and is located ashortdistance from the hinged
edge of the swinging leaf 12, and when the
| device is not in use, the leaves may be folded
on each other, the space between the anvil 16 35
| and the adjacent edge of the leaf being
adapted to receive the transverse loop 14,
| whereby the latter is prevented from being

| bent and injured by such folding. This con-
struction and arrangement forms a ecompact go
| device, and enables the parts to be readily
folded and conveniently carried. - |
I From the above description it will be seen
that the construction of the improved device
| forbending staysforapplicationtowirefences g5
| is simple, and therefore the stays required in

the building-of a fence may be made by the
| builder to suit theintervals between the run-

ners. | |

Various changes in the form, proportion, 1co

and minor details of construction may be re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit of |
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the invention or sacrificing any of the advan- |

tages thereof.,

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

A folding portable device for bending fence
stays, comprising two similar rectangular
leaves 11 and 12 hinged together at their ad-
Jacent edges, the leaf 12 being provided with
4 Tecess or seat, an anvil 16 arrangeu in the
recess or seat and located a short distance
from the hinged edge of the leaf 12 to provide
a space,and having its upper face flush with

theupper faces of theleaves,and a transverse ,
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loop 14 mounted on the upper face of the leaf
11 and arranged adjacent to the anvil and i 5
adapted to be received in the said space when
the leaves are folded, and means for attach-
ing the stationary leaf to a suitable object,
substantially as desecribed,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 20
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
| the presence of two witnesses.

HARRY GROVER.
Witnesses: |
JOHN HALFERTY,
J. T'. CABLE.
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