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To aZZ whom it May Concern: -
Be it known that I, JosepH F. GENT, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at bolu m-

bus, in the county of Bartholomew and State

useful Improvements in Mateh-Boxes; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a {ull,

c¢lear, and exact deseription of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which 1t appertains to make and use the

S&Il’lﬁ"

My invention is an improvement in mateh

~ boxes and consistsin the novel features of con-
struction hereinafter deseribed, reference be-
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1ng had to the accompanying drawings, which

illustrate one form in which I have contem-
plated embodying my invention and said in-

vention is fully dlsclosed in the followmﬂ' de-
seription and claims.

Referring to the said drawings, Flﬂ‘ure 11is
a 10ﬂ<r1tudmal sectional view of a match box
constructed according tomy invention., Fig.
2 1s a transverse sectional view of the same.
Fig.3represents a longitudinal sectional view

of the match-box, taken at right angles to the |

line of section of Fig.1. Fig.41s an enlarged
view broken away, showing the position of a
match between two of the corrugated parti-

~ tions or plates of the box. Fig. 5 is an end
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view, enlarged, of a portion of sevelal of said
partitions or plates.

The object of my invention is to prowde a
match box in which each match will be "ig-
nited by simply drawing it out of the box and
which will hold all the matches separated
from each other so that they cannot become
ignited within the box.

In the drawings A represents the shell cas-
ing of the match box whick may be con-
structed in any desired manner, the said shell
or casing being provided mth a hinged cover

- at each end

B representé one of said covers Wthh is
preferably made straight as shown in full.

48 lines, but it may be made curved or rounding

if preferred as indicated in dotted lines in

Fig. 1.

B’ represents the other cover or lid whlch

" is preferably curved or hollow as is usualin

match boxes and both covers will be provided
with.means for retaining them in closed po-

:qprlnn‘s arranged about the pivots of said
covers to hold them normally in closed posi-
tion but any other desired form of 5p11nn' or

_ closing device may be employed.
~of Indiana, have invented certain new and-| -

One side of the shell or casing A is pmwded

with a flat spring a which is prefembly Se-

cured to the casing at its central portlon in
any desired way, and has 1its ends o’ a’ ex-
tending to points adjacent to the ends of the
casing as shown in Fig. 3. |

Within the shell or casing A-are a series of

corrugated partitions consmtmﬂ' in this 1in-

stance of plates C C preferably formed of

sheet material placed side by side, the de-
‘pressed portions on each side of each plate
beingopposed to the depressed portionsof the
next-adjacent plate thus forming a series of
longitudinally extending apertures between
_eaeh two plates into which matches may be
inserted, as indicated in Figs. 2and 5. 1 pre-
fer to fmm the corr1wat1ons of said plates of
such depth that When two plates are placed

together the apertures thus “formed will be of

:Sllﬂ‘htly less diameter than a match so thad
when matches are inserted the plates will be
forced apart slightly and will thus hold the

matches firmly between them. The plates
will be held pressed together by the ends a’ a'

' of -the spring a and the spring will y1eld to

permit the mateches to be inserted. -

At the end of the shell or casing A adjacent
to the-rounded cover B/, 1 plOVlde a trans-
verse shoulder or web a? against which the

plates C C abut when they are placed within -
the box.:

The matches will be inserted at the
other end of the box, and the plates will be of
stuch length that the matuh stems will project

‘beyond smd plates as shown in Figs. 1 and 4

so that they can be readily drawn out and the
shoulders or webs a* a* will prevent the plates
from being moved longitudinally when the

matches are inserted or removed It will not

be necessary.to secure the plates against re-

| moval from the other end of the case as the

spring a will always exert enough pressure
upon them to prevent them from falhnﬂ‘ out
and the matches will always be pressed in

and drawn outin a direction toward the shoul-
‘ders or webs a® a® as will be readlly under-

stood.
The corrugated plates C C are provided ad-

sition. In this 1nsta,nce,I have shown coﬂed Jacent to the end from which the matehes are
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to be drawn out with serrated or roughened
portions c ¢, in any desired way on each side
as shown in Figs. 1 and 4, so that as the
matches are drawn out of the box, they will
be ignited as the heads pass between the said
roughened portions. |

In order to use my improved match box
the flat cover B is opened and a number of
mmatches are inserted into the apertures be-
tween the corrugated plates stem first so that
their stems will project into the hollow cover
B” at the other end of the box. The cover B3

1s then closed and when it is desired to use a

mateh the cover B’ is opened and a match

‘drawn out, thereby lighting it as the head

passes between the roughened portions ¢ ¢ of
the plates. The spring a will allow the plates
C C to separate as matches are placed be-
tween them and will hold the matches firmly
so‘as to preclude the possibility of their ig-
niting. | |

I prefer to have a flat cover B and a ceurved
or hollow cover B’ as it makes the box more

- compact in form and enables the user to de-
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~and a series of partitions located in said body |

termine which cover to open in order to with-
draw a match or to fill the box, whereas if
both covers were alike it would be difficult if
not impossible to always open the right one.

WhatIclaim,and desiretosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A mateh box provided with a series of
detached partitions for spacing the matches

having at oneend a cover to open the box for

the insertion of the matches and a cover at
the other end to permit the removal of the
same, the cover at the end *at which the
matches are inserted being the only retaining
means for the partitions at that end of the
box, substantially as described. -

2. A match box cousisting of a body open
at each end provided with shoulders adjacent
to one end and a cover at the opposite end,

540,433

[ and engaging the said shoulders whereby the

cover may be opened and matches inserted
without moving said partitions, substantially
as described.

3. A mateh box provided with a series of
corrugated partitions to separate and hold the
matches, a cover at one end to permit the in-
sertion of the matches, and a hollow cover at
the opposite end for the removal of the
matches, whereby the matchesare entirely in-
closed and are permitted to project beyond
the partitions forready removal, substantially
as described. |

4. A match box having a main body open
at each end provided with.a cover at one end
and shoulders adjacent thereto, of corrugated
partitions located in said body engaging said
shoulders and a spring foreing said partitions
together, whereby the matches mayv be in-
serted at one end of the box without moving
said partitions, and the cover at the opposite
end opened to permit the withdrawal of the
matcehes, substantially as desecribed.

5. A match box comprising among its mem-
bers a casing open at both ends and provided
with transverse shoulders adjacent to one
end, a series of corrugated partitions discon-
nected therefrom located in said box and en-
gaging said shoulders, a spring for forcing
sald partitions together, a cover for one end
of said box to give access to the interior of
the box for the insertion of the matches with-
out moving said partition and a hollow cover

- for the opposite end of said box to accommo-

date the stems of the matches and permit of
their removal, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPIH F. GENT.

Witnesses:
L. P. WHITAKER,
J. ). KINGSBERY.
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