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Be it known that I, FREDERICK MECKEL, of

Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State

of New York, have invented a new and use-

of which the following is a specification.
My invention consists of an improved
clothes line fastener and relates to that class

In which one end of the clothes line is per-

manently attached to the fastener and the

other end is removably secured thereto.
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shown in

1heobject is to provide such a device which
will be simple and effectual and in which the

‘parts cannot be unintentionally separated

from each other and also the free end of the
line can be quickly secured or released.

A practical embodiment of my invention is
‘represented in the accompanying drawings,

in which— o |
Figure 1 is a front view of .the fastener

when in ifs open position, the parts being

position to receive the free end of

- the line for locking it, Fig. 2 is a vertical sec-

N

~ of a clothes-line, indicating the manner of
fastening the same.

tion on the line z z of Fig.1. Fig. 3 isa front

view of the fastener in closed or locked posi-

tion, showing also a portion of the two ends

Fig.4 is a front view of

- the back plate, with the front plate removed;
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and Fig. 5 is a transverse section on the line

A designates the back plate and it is pro-
vided with an elongated loop portion q, to
which one end b of the clothes line B is se-
curely fastened. This loop also serves as an
opening for the insertion of the free end of

~ the clothes line. The back plate is further
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- the front
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provided in its front face with a concentric
groove or recess a’, for receiving the end b’
of the line B. This front groove or recess o’

18 about the depth corresponding to the size
~ of the clothes line B at the loop ¢ where it

commences and it gradually decreases in
depth as it extends around the center until,
when it reaches the loop portion again, it is
quite shallow. o

An abutment o? is formed on the loop por-
tion ¢ in position to engage a stop or lug on

fully set forth. The loop portion a is prefer-
ably bent at a slight angle from the back
plate A. _ B -

plate, as will be hereinafter more

|

" The plate A is further provided with a pair
of laterally extending lugs o’-a?, adapted to
be grasped by a person to facilitate the lock-

_ ing and unlocking of the clothes line.
ful Improvement in Clothes-Line Fasteners, |

A screw bolt Cis serewed into the back

plate A and projects a short distance beyond
the face of the plate in position to be engaged

by the front plate. This serew bolt is secured
against rotationin the back plate in any suit-

able manner. D
‘D designates the rotary front plate and it

18 provided with two uprising ears or thumb
‘pieces d, d’, whereby a better grip may be
obtained in screwing the plate down. This
1ront plate has a screw threaded engagement

with the serew bolt C, so that, as the front

plate is rotated in one direction, it will ap-

proach the back plate and, when rotated in

| the opposite direction, it will recede from the

back plate. This front plate has an opening
d? therethrough. =~ _

When the fastener is in its openor unlocked

position, the opening d*in the front plate cor-

responds with the inner end of the loop ¢ so
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that the free end b’ of the clothes line may
be easily inserted through the loop a and |

opening d?.

One wall of the 'opening d? is struck up a

short distance, as shown at d3, so as to obvi-

ate any tendency on the part of the wall of
the opening to cut the line as it is drawn

around in the groove by the front plate.

- A stop d* isformed on the back of the front

plate and it engages the abutment a? on the
back plate. This stop serves to prevent the

unscrewing of the front plate from engage-

‘ment with thescrew-bholt. It alsoservesto pre-
~vent the turning of the front plate the wrong
| way to fasten the line B. Fuarthermore, it is
580 located that, when in contact with the abut-
ment, it aligns the opening and the loop,

thereby facilitating the insertion of the free

end of the clothes line. | | |
The operation of my fastener is as follows:

The opening d? and loop a are brought into

‘alignment and the free end of the clothes line
18 inserted a short distance therethrough. |
‘The front plate is then turned, throwing the

line into the recess o/, and, as the recess grows
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shallower along itslength and the front plate

approaches the back plate as it ig rotated, it

will e seen that the line is very tightly -
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clamped between the two plates. It is pref-
erable that when the line is clamped securely
it will extend along the groove nearly the en-
tire distance around the groove, thereby form-
ing, or nearly so, a loop.

It 1s evident that slight changes might be
resorted to in the form and arranﬂ'ement of
theseveral parts herein described, without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of my in-
vention. Hence I do not wish tolimit myself
strietly to the structure herein set forth but

What I claim 18—

1. In a clothes line fastener, the combina-
tion with a back plate, of an elongated loop
portion thereon, a serew bolt rlmdly secured
to the back plate, the said back plate having
a groove or recess therein extending from the
loop porfion around the screw bolt concentl 1C
therewith, the said groove or recess growing
smaller as it extends from the loop portlon,
and a rotary front plate having a screw
threaded engagement with the serew bolt, sald

front plate being provided with an opening

over the recess in the back plate and coineid-
ing with the inner end of the loop portion
when the fastener is in its open position,

whereby the end of theline may be readily in-
serted throu oh the said loop portion and open-
ing, substantlally as set forth.

2. In a clothes line fastener, the combina-
tion with a back plate, of an elonﬂ*ated loop
portion thereon, an abutment upon the back
plate, a sérew bolt rigidly secured to the back
plate, said back plate having a groove con-
centric with the said bolt therein, a rotary
front plate having a screw threaded en gage-
ment with the serew bolt and prowded mth
an openmg therein for the reception of the

end of the line to be fastened, and a stop on

the rotary front plate engaging the abutment
on the back plate to prevent the said rotary
plate from being rotated in the wrong direc-
tion and also serving to align the opening In
the rotary front pla,te and the inner end of
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the loop in the loop portion, whereby the line 45

to be fastened may be readily inserted there-
throuﬂ'h substantially as set forth.

FREDERICK BIECKEL
Witnesses:
FREDK. HAYNES,
GEORGE BARRY.
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