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Lo all whom it may concern:

e it known that I, MARY A. NEWELL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at In-

dianapolis, Marion county, State of Indiana,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

- provements in Sanitary Pencil-Boxes, of

10

~which the following is a specification.

- This invention relates to pencil distribu-
ters for schools, and it consists substantially .
in such features of improvement as will here- |

~inafter be more particularly described.

It very frequently happens that contagious

- diseases are caused to become spread or com-
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municated among children in schools by

reason of the habit of placing to their mouths
the ends of the pencils they use and which
may previously have been used by someother
scholar or person afflicted with some disease
of the tongue or mouth. The causeof thisis

largely due to the carelessness in which the

pencils are gathered or collected at the end

of each day, and the indiscriminate manner

~in which they are again distributed or dealt
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out to the scholars each morning; it being

usual in some instances to simply place the

-pencils all together in a box or other recepta-
cle and to allow the scholars to select there-
from without regard to whether they select
their own particular pencil or one belonging
. This practice is also
objectionable for the reason that many times:

fo some other scholar.

a scholar is obliged to take only a small frag-
ment of a pencil whereas the pencil belong-
ing to that seholar might be one that hasbeen
used but very little and consequently much
larger in size. Some attempts have been

made to provide for the distribution of pens
and pencils in schools but they are all open
to more or less objection and the resultsthus

far derived have not been allogether satis-
factory. .
ment it has been proposed to provide a cabi-
net or case having a number of drawers or

slides (corresponding to the number of rows

or tiers of desks in a school room), and to

- construet each drawer orslide with a number

of grooves or receptacles (corresponding to
the number of desks in each row or tier). In
another instance a disk or stand has been

Forinstance in one former arrange-
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corresponding with the number of desks or

scholars in a room, and adapted to receive
and hold the pencils in place simply by insert-
ing one end thereot, the pencilsand openings

being provided with corresponding designat-
Ing numerals. |
| two forms 1s objectionable on account of fail-

As devised, the first of these

55

ing to provide against the spread of disease

by contamination, since all of the pencils in

each drawer orslide are practically contained
in the same space or inclosure, and besides,
they are very apt to come in contact with

60_-I

each other by jolting in the act of inserting

or withdrawing the drawers or slides. The

second form referred to is.objectionable for

the reason that the pencils are very apt to be
broken.off in the tray due to the eagerness

and hurry with which the scholarssometimes

attempt to remove them, and then again the
-construction of the disk combined with its
‘base or stand is comparatively expensive to

make. =~ .. - o

‘T'he object of my invention is to overcome
the objectionsabove noted, as well as other ob-
jections common to farther well known forms
of these devices, and to provide a pencil dis-
tributer for schools in which there is no lia-
bility of.the pencils becoming broken, or of

coming into contact with each other either

when collected together or during the distri-
bution thereof among the scholars or pupils.
A still further object is toprovide a device
of the character referred.to in which thereis
ro likelihood or liability of the.pencils be-
coming mixed or mistaken in identity.
‘T'hese objects I attain by the means illus-
trated .in the accompanying drawings, in

‘which—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a com-
plete pencil-distributer embodying the fea-

tures of my improvement, and constituted of

a number of separate. cases nested within a
box, each case being constructed to receive
and support a number or series of pencils.
F'ig. 2 is a side elevation of one of the cases,
the box being in section. Fig.3 is a vertical
longitudinal sectional view thereof to more
clearly indicate the construction. Fig. 4 isa
vertical transverse section of one of the cases.
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provided with a series of holes or openings | Fig. 5 is an inverted perspective view of an- 1oo
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other form of the case, the. closing-flap being
open; and Iig. 6 is a cross-section thereof,
the flap being closed.

In carrying my invention into effect I pro-
vide a suitable box or receptacle A of rect-
angular or other preferred shape, and which
may be made of any material desired and pro-

- vided with a suitable top or lid B. Nested

ge
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‘the number could be easily varied.

within said box or receptacle are a number

of separate and removable cases 1, each of a
length preferably to fit snugly between two
sides of the box or receptacle, but also of a
height not quite reaching to the top of said
box, so as to leave a space sufficient to ac-
commodate the projecting ends of the pencils
2, which are held or supported in the several
cases.

Inoneinstance, I construct the case of outer |

sections, 3, 4, respectively, the outer section 4,
being open at the bottom and closed at the
top, and in the top thereof there is formed a
number or series of openings 5, for the recep-
tion of the pencils 2, each case in the present
instance being provided with eight of such
openings,although it isevident, of course, that
Kach
opening 5 is provided with a ring or lining 6,
of rubber or other elastic material, which
when the pencils are inserted and pushed
downwardly, will become compressed around
the said pencils in such manner as to firmly
hoid them to whatever position they may be
brought. Instead of these rubber rings, I
might employ small springs or clip fasten-
ings, which of course, are intended to be in-
cluded within my invention. Therings here-
in are made from a single strip W.

As shown, the openings in the tops of the
outer sections of the cases are numbered be-
ginning with the numeral “1” in the present
instance, and ending with the numeral “56,”
there being eight cases in the box. T'he pen-
cils are formed or provided also with corre-
sponding designating numerals, and when in-
serted in place they extend downwardly in
the case, as shown.

Ag shown in Figs. 5 and 4, the inner tiele-
scopic section 3 is formed with a series of ver-
tical compartments 7, divided by partitions
8, there beingin each case eight of such com-
partments corresponding to the number of
pencils each is designed to hold. The said
compartments also correspond in position to
the openings in the top of the outer section 4
of the case, so that the pencils extend info
the same accordingly astheyare inserted into
their proper openings. Preferably the pen-
cils are inserted by their sharpened ends so
that thelr points will be protected, and it will
be understood also that another purpose in
so placing them into position 1s to prevent
the contact of any two or more pencil points
which would be just as liable to spread or

communicate disease as if two scholars had

i
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be seen that I have amply provided against

contamination by contact, as each pencil has

a compartment to itself between the parti-
tions 3.

In order to absolutely guard against the
spread or communication of disease I prefer-
ably also give tothe inner and outer sections
of each case a suitable corresponding desig-
nating character as “a—a,” “b—Db,” &ec., s0
that there will be no danger of ever placing
the outer sections over any but their own in-
dividual, inner sections.

In distributing the pencils, the teacher sim-
ply removes each caseand passesthem in or-
der to the scholars in the front rows of desks,

each of whom after selecting his or her pen-

cil, passes the case to the next scholar, and
so on, and then the cases are passed back to
the teacher, who places them in the box A,
which is usually kept on the teacher’s desk.
When the pencils are to be collected, the said
cases are handed to the scholars in like man-
ner as before, and they stick or inserf their
pencils in the proper places, whereupon the
cases and contained pencils are handed back
to the teacher or person incharge, who places
them in their proper positions in the box.
In this way, there can never be any confusion
or mistake, and each scholar will be sure to
always have his or her own pencil.

In placing the pencils within the openings,
they are left to project above the tops of the
cases, so that the numerals thereon will be
readily distinguished. |

As another way of making the case, I some-
times construct the same as shown in Xigs. 5
and 6. In these figures it will be observed

that the case is formed of a single section

only instead of two telescopic sections, and
the bottom thereof is closed by a coveror flap
10 which closes into the space 11 formed be-
tween one of the sides 12 of the case and a
partition 13 situated within and parallel to
said side. With this form the same vertical
compartments are used as are also the open-
ings in the top of the case for the reception
of the pencils.

From the foregoing deseription it is thought
my invention will be thoroughiy understood,
and,

Without limiting myself to the precise de-
tails shown and deseribed, I claim—

1. In a pencil distributer, a box orrecepta-
cle having a number of removable cases con-
tained or nested therein, each case being di-
vided into a number of separate compart-
ments, and each compartment being formed
or provided with an openingin its top adapted
to receiveand support a pencil, substantially
as described.

2. In a pencildistributer,a box or recepta-
cle having a number of removable cases con-
tained or mnested therein, each case belng
closed all around and provided with a num-

65 used or handied the same pencil. It willthus | ber of vertical compartments, each compart-
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ment being formed in its top with an opening

 surrounded by a rim of elastiec material, sub-

stantially as described.

5. In a pencil distributer, a box or recepta-
cle havinga number of removable cases nested
or contained therein, each case being formed

oi telescopic sections and divided into a series
of vertical compartments, and each compart-
~ment having an opening in its top surrounded

[ by a i*fing.c:f elastic mater’ial, substantially as 10

described. o | |
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this gpecification in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses. o

- S MARY A. NEWELL,

Witnesses: . |
5. C. NEWELL,
H. 5. GooDE.
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