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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, LEwis N. GILREATH

a citizen of the United States, and a reeldent-

of Cartersville, in the county of Bartow and
State of Georgia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Wire-Stretchers;
and I do declare the following to be a full,

~clear, and exact description of the mventlon
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such as will enable others skilled in the art, 1:0
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and 1:0 letters of reference marked

thereon which form a part of the specifica-
tion.

Figure 1 of the drewm gsisar epresentetleﬂ'

of a pla,n of the invention applied. Fig. 2is

a perspective view of the invention. -
This invention has relation to certain new

and useful improvements in wire stretchers,

and it consists in the novel construction and |

combination of parts, all as heremafter de-

- 8cribed.
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The object of the 1nvent10n is to provide an

implement of the above named character, of

very simple construetion, but which will form

~ efficient means for str etehmﬂ' wire of any de-
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sceription, plain or barbed, and of all S1zes.
Referrmﬂ' to the accompanying dre,wmﬂ‘s
the -letter A designates an elongated ber
which at one end is enlarged to ferm a head
B, the enlargement being upon the upper face
of the bar, a.nd forming a shoulder at ¢ which
1s of ar cuate or convex form,the enlargement

becoming gradually greeter from said shoul-

derto theend. The lateral faces of said head
are tapered convergingly from said shoulder

- to the end of the head. Pivoted to the upper
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- formed Wlth vertical teeth or serrations

face of the bar just back of said shoulder is
a lever D, whose longer arm is bent upwardly
trem the ber and is shaped to form a handle.

The 0pp081te and shorter arm of the lever is

enlarged, and terminates in a convex end d,

- When the lever is parallel with the bar, the
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“center of the convemty colncides with the lon-
- gitudinal axis of the bar and lever and ;]ust

clears the shoulder a.
The operationisasfollows: The coil of wire,

‘which may be either plain or barbed, is un-

rolled along theline of fence posts. The end
of the wire is made fast to the post at begin-
ning point, and the stretcher ls taken in the

Moving along the line of posts, the wire is
placed betweeu the shoulder ¢ and the teeth

or serrations f, and the lever D is turned so |

as to catch the wire.. The head B is placed

against the side of the post to which the wire

is to be secured, opposite from the starting
point. The bar ‘A s pulled or pushed with
one or both handsaway from the post, thereby
producing a tension on the wire which is then
ready to be stapled or nailed tothe post. The
enlargement of the head preventsthe stretcher
from tmstmn* over while it 1s being operated
to create a tensiou on the wire.

rlght hand a,nd the wire in the left hand. -
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The stretcher is also designed for use in '

also for streteching wire across streams, and
wherever else a dewce of the character is nec-
essary. -

The device is extremely snnple and being

8o quickly and easily adjusted to cateh or un-

loose the wire, is very convenient and effective
especlally in running a fence upon hills, or
around curves; as the tension can be given

the wire at every post, thereby eneblmﬁ* the

operator to get the proper distance between

the wires very readily, without loss of time.
In reaching the last panel or post in a fence
ield, the tension can be

or at a corner of a
given the wire at the la,st or ¢corner post with-
out the necessity for an extra post or objeet
to fasten the stretcher to.

By means of the arcuate form of the shoul-
der a, and lever-end d it will be seen that
the stretcher is rendered capable of use with
W1dely varying sizes of wire.

It will be observed that the place where the -
90

grip is made isin line with the central portion

making fence upon and throuﬂ*h torest trees,
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of the head or enlargement whereby the ten-
‘sion of the wire comes low down on eald head

or enlargement, which prevents the lever from

the gripping shoulder to the end of the head,

twisting over during the operation of stretch-
f | ing. The enlerﬂ'ement being gradual from
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provides a broad bearing for the lever egelnst __

the post where such beermg 18 required, and

prevents the necessity for a deep sheulder
where the grip is made, as would be the case
were the enlargement equal at both ends.
T'his feature also lightens the tool t6 a con-
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siderable extent and renders it less awkward
| and mconvement |
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Having deseribed my invention, what I | said enlarged portion being tapered inwardly

-claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 15—

In a wire stretching fool, the bar A, having
at one end portion thereof an enlargement B,
said enlargement being wholly upon the up-
per face of the bar and gradually becoming
ogreater toward the end of said bar, whereby
the end of the bar is provided with a broad

bearing face above the plane of the grip, at |
~ its extremity, without increasing its thickness |

at the gripping shoulder, the lateral faces of

i .

toward that end of the bar, and a gripping
lever pivoted to said bar, and adapted to co- 15
act with said enlargement, substantially as

i specified.
| In testimony whereof I affix my signature

In presence of two witnesses.

LEWIS N. GILREATI.

Witnesses:
J. B. HOWARD,

W. H. HOWARD.
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