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| i?”é all whom ¢ may. concern:

Be it known that I, HENrY C. DILWORTH,
of East Orange, in the county of HKssex and
State of New Jersey, have invented a new and
Improved Fruit-Jar Clamp, of which the fol-
lowing is-a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to improvements in

fruit jar clamps such as are used in holding

- caps to the tops of fruit jars.
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The object of my invention is to produce a
simple, cheap and strong device, which may
beinstantly applied toorremoved from a fruit
jar and cap, which can be adjusted so as to

‘make a water-tight seal enabling the fruit jar

to be held submerged when necessary without
permitting water to run into it, which, how-
ever, has a yielding fastening device which
permlts the gasorsteam n'enerated in the jar
to escape beneath the cap, and which when
desired may be quickly adjusted so as to bind

the cap rigidly in place and make a hermeti-

cal seal.

To these ends my invention eonsists of cer-
tain features of construction and combina-
tions of parts, which will be hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

Reference is to behad to the accompanymﬂ' |
drawings, forming a part of this specification,

in which similar letters of reference mdlcate
corresponding parts in all the views. |
Figure 1 is aside elevation of my improved
clamp as applied fo a fruit-jar,the clamp be-
ing shown in a locked position. Fig. 2 1s a
plan view of the same, and Fig. 3 is a broken
plan view showing the arrangement of the
sealing-spring and the cushion for the same.
The clamp is provided with a main clamp-

- ing piece or strap B which is of a generally
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inverted J-shape and is adapted to fit over
the top of a fruit jar, the clamping piece hav-
ing inturned flanges M at its ends, which
flanges are adapted to fit beneath the rim T.
on the jar J, this rim being found on all ordi-
nary frait jars. It is well to have the inner
ends of the flanges shaped to fit snugly

against the neck of the jar.

“The clamping piece, when placed in p051~
tion, is adapted to extend transversely across
the cap C, which is of the usnal kind, and
rests on the ordinary gasket P. |

the clamping piece, and the spring is curved

downward and is provided at the center and .

on the under side. with a cushion K which

comes between the spring and the cap C, and
so prevents the spring from contacting with
the cap and splinteringor otherwise injuring
the same. |

The clamping piece B is slotted in the cen-
ter, as shown at S to provide for the move-
ment of the locking lever A, and at the sides
of the slot are lugs H which are preferably
formed by turning up the metal comprising
the clamping piece B, these lugs having piv-

| oted tothem, bya pin F,the cam lever A which
| is preferably struck up from sheet metal, al-
-though it may be formed in any approved

way, and the cams a of this lever are adapted
to bind on the spring G directly above the
cushion K. The outer end of the cam lever
A is bent down slightly, as shown at a’, so as
to fit over the end of the clamping plece B,

‘a8 shown clearly in Fig. 1
When the clamp is to be used the cam le-

ver A is turned over to the pOSItIOH shown by
dotted lines at A’ in Fig. 1, thus releasing the

cams from engagement with thespring G and

the clamp is slipped on sidewise to the top of
the jar, so that the spring G pressing down-
ward on the eap C holds the eap in place with
sufficient pressure to prevent water from run-
ning into the jar and 8o injuring its contents,
thus enabling the jar to be submerged if de-
sired, so that the contents may be cooked or
othermse treated. If however, gas or vapor

'is generated in the jar, the pressure from
within is sufficient to lift the cap C slightly

against the tension of the spring G, so that
the gas Or vapor may escape mthout break-
ing the Jar and when the contents have cooled
and there is no fear of extreme pressure with-

in, the cam lever A is turned over to the po-

sition shown by full linesin Kig. 1, thus forc-

ing the cams a firmly upon the spring G and

at the same time drawing upon the clamping

piece B, and the cap C is thereby locked in

such a way as to make a hermetical seal.
Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desu'e to secure by Letters

| Patent—

1. As animproved artmle of manufacture, a
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fruit jar clamp, comprising a clamping piece
shaped to fit over the top of a fruit jar, a

On the under side of the clamping piece is
a flat spring G, one end of which is fastened to
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spring fastened at one end to the clamping
piece and loose at the other and adapted to
exert pressure upon the jar cap, and means
carried by the clamping piece for engaging
the said spring, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

2. As animproved article of manufacture, a
fraoit jar clamp, comprising a clamping piece

adapted to exert pressure on the top of the jar
cover, and a cam lever carried by the clamp-

ing piece and adapted to engage the said

spring, substantially as deseribed.
3. A fruit jar clamp, comprising a clamping

piece shaped to fit the top of a fruit jar and
provided with a slot and Ings at the sides of
the slot, a eurved spring fastened at one end
to the under side of the clamping piece and
extending beneath the slot, a cushion secured
to the under side of the spring and adapted
to press on the jarcap, and & cam lever jour-

| naled between thelugs of the elamping piece

shaped to fit over the top of a fruit jar, a | and adapted to bear on the spring directly

10 spring secured to the clamping piece, and

above the said cushion, substantially as de-
scribed.
| HENRY C. DILWOLRTILL
YWitnesses:

JAS. A. B. DILWORTH,
FRANK T. DILWORTH.
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