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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, OLLIE E. BELL, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, reSIdmn'
at Derby,in the county of Sedgwick and State
of Kansas, have invented co r'tain new and use-
fullmprovementsin Wire-Stretchers,of which
thefollowingisaspecification, reference being

‘had therein to the accompanying drawings,

and the letters of reference thereon, forming
a part of this specification, in which—
Figures 1 and 2 are perspective views of the

Implement represented in service; Fig. 3, a |
same when not in service; |
Fig. 4, a detailed perspective view of a por- |

top view of the

tion of the implement having a wire-holding
a side view of
the 1mplement represented in service, and
I'ig. 6 a detailed perspective of the wire-grip-

ping yoke used in conjunction with the im-

plement when performing certain service.

This invention relates to certain improve-

ments in an implement for stretching wire,
and 1s especially adapted as a fence wire
stretcher, for rendering service stretehing the
wires of a fence to a post, for stretehing wires
for making splices, and for attaching pickets
to the wires of a fence, or binding the wires
of a fence to a post, and consists in certain
novel construction and arrangement of parts:
which improvements are fully set forth and

" described in the following Spemﬁcatmn and
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pointed out in the claims. |

Referring to the drawings D represents a
lever, preferably of wood, made forked at one
end, as shown at D’, shaped as a handleat its
opposite end portion, and provided along its
upper central portion, with a series of cross
ratchet teeth S.” Placed in the fork D’ of said
lever is afoot piece C, preferably of wood, piv-
otally therein secured, by means of a cross-
pin D’; said foot piece being made with one
side thereof cut away, as represented at C’.

P 1s a pawl, also preferably of wood, made
forked at its upper end, as shown at P/, and
pivotally secured to the upper end of foot
piece U, with said foot piece within said fork,
by means of a cross-pin P””. The said pawl

- thus secured is adapted to engage at its free

FO

end with the teeth S along the upper side of

pair of oppositely disposed arms R each ter-
minating, at its extending end with a hook R’;
and passed through lever D, below arms- R,
is a cross-pin 2, extending a like distance on
either side out under said arms, to prevent

said arms moving too fardown, relative to said

laver.
Pivotally secured to oue side of lever D at

its end portion adjacent to foot piece C, by

means of a cross-bolt B/, is a claw plare G,

which by reason of its frictional bearmw
against the lever, 18 normally he]d in the p0~
sition shown in Flﬂ" 4,

K representS a yoke, preferably made of
wroucrht iron bent to form the vertically ex-
tendmg loop E’ at the center of its bend, and

55

6o

terminating at each end in a hook E”,'as rep-
resented, which yoke 1s used in conjunction -

with theimplemeut in stretching wire, as here-

‘inafter described.

In securing pickets to the wires of a fence,
or binding the wires of a fence to a post or
pwket the implement is placed with the foot
piece C against the fence post or picket with
the lever bloucrht to a position of about forty-
five degrees, with. the handle portion at the
highest point.
over the fence wire w, after Which the handle
portion of lever D ig brought down, which
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ThearmsR,R,arethen hooked
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causes the joint bolt B of arms R, R, to be

carried farther from the fence post, thereby
causing the sald arms to draw the fence wire
w partially about the post as shown in Fig. 1,
when such position of the lever, and hold on
the fence wire, is maintained by the pawl P
which engages against the proper ratchet
tooth S for that purpose. When the tmple-
ment isin such holding position, a binder wire
w’ (see Fig. 1), may be placed about the post
through the opening formed by the cut away
por tlon of foot C, and bound to wire w to se-
cure it in such taut position.

In stretching wire to a post the lmplemenb
is placed in the same position against the post
as shown in Fig. 1, but mqted,d of hooking

arms R, R, over a fence wire they are coupled
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with the yoke E, which yoke is placed astride

the wire w, to be stretched, with sald wire se-
cured in the loop E’ of said yoke, which is

lever D. Pivotally secured to the sides of | done by pressing the wiré intosaid loop; when
said _lever, by means of a cross-bolt B, are a

by a like operation as above described the
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arms are operated to draw yoke B and thereby | body and extendiﬁg at each side thercof un-

draw or stretch the wire to the post, or so that
it may be properly secured to the post.
Instretching wires to make asplice the yoke
E isused in like manner, buat instead of rest-
ing the foot-piece of the implement against a
post, the opposite wireend w is gripped in the

- claw of plate G of lever D, as shown in Klig.

IQ

5, and by operatlingsaid lever to bring 1t from
alateral position relative to the length of said
wires, to a position parallel, or nearly so, with
the said wires, they will be stretched taut and
their ends extended toward each other ready
for making a splice, as shown.

Ilaving thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and useful, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is as follows:

1. Theherein described wire streteching im-

plement comprising the lever forked at one
end, shaped as a handle at its opposite end,
and provided with the ratehet teeth along its
central upper portion; the foot plece held in
the fork of said lever by meaus of a cross-pin

and cut away at its engaging side; the pawl |
~with the central loop, substantially as and for 53
“the purpose set forth.

forked atone end and thereat pivoted to said
foot piece by meansof a eross-pin, and adapted
to engage the ratchetl teeth of the lever at its
free end; the hooked draw arms pivotally se-

cured to the lever sides by means of a cross-

bolt; the cross pin placed through the lever

der said hooked arms; the claw plateattached
to the side of the lever, and the draw yoke,
substantially as set forth.

2. The combination of the lever D provided
with the teeth S, and pin Z; the foot piece C
pivotally attached to said lever end; the pawl
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P pivotally attached to said foot piece; and

the hooked arms R, R, pivotally secured to the
sides of said lever, substantially as set forth.
3. The combination of the lever D provided
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with the teeth S, and pin Z; the foot piece C

pivotally attached to said lever end; the pawl
P pivotally attached to said foot piece; the
hooked arms R, R, pivotally secured to the
sides of said lever; and the yoke IL provided
with the end hooks and with the central loop,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

4. Thecombination of thelever D;the claw
plate G pivotally secured to the side of said
lever adjacent the end thereof; the hooked
arms R, R, pivotally secured to the sides of
said lever at the central portion thereof; and
the yoke E provided with the end hooks, and

OLLIE E. BEILL.
Witnesses: |
WM. J. HUOTCHINS,
WiLL C. HUuTCHINS.
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