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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, NELLIE ARMSTRONG a

citizen of the Unlted States, and a remdent |

of Port Richmond, county of Richmond, and
State of New York, haveinvented certain new

and useful Improvements in Folding T'runks,

of which the following is a specification, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part thereof, in which similar

letters of reference indicate corresponding

parts in all the figures.

Thisinvention relates to folding or celle,psrl- |

ble trunks, cases, chests or the llke, and has

for its object to provide a device of thischar-

acter which shall be simple of construction,

cheap of manufacture, strong and dura.ble,'
and which may be folded into such a small
compass that the body thereof will fit within
‘the c¢over and the trunk thus be readﬂy t1 ans-

portable when empty.

The invention consists in the uevel uwent-,
ive construction and arrangement of parts by |

which the above- mentioned and other de-
sirable results are attemed and herema,fter
fully described. -

In the accompanying drewmws, Figure 11is
a plan view of a trunk embodying my inven-
tion opened out to the utmost and ready.to
be folded. Fig. 2 is a section of the same,
taken upon the line x z, Fig. 1. - Fig. 318 a

perspective View'of_-the-trunk felded,ﬁhﬁ Fig.
|-of the usual or any ethe1 epproved style of

4 is a perspective of the same erected, se-
cured together, and ready for use.

embodying a modlﬁcetlon of the prior illus-
trated device.

In the practiceof my mventwn, I constract
a base A, which may be of wood, metal, stift-
ened leather or any other desired meteriel
and has secured thereto longitudinal bars or

braces . Upon each end end side of the

base are secured leather or other flexible
strips b at the interior of the device and simi-

Jar strips ¢ at the exterior thereof, the said

strips projecting beyond the base a distance
equal to half their diameter.

Secured between the inner and outer strips
b and ¢ are the front and rear walls B and B’,
and the end pieces or walls, C, C’. Mounted

to the various front, rear and end walls B, B,

Fig. 5 is
a s1mller view to Fig. 4 of one end of a trunk |-

1

‘serews e, which.pass through the same.

C C’ are metallichingesd. Allfour of the said
walls are provided w1th bars or bracee z Simi-
ler to those upon the base A.

" The front and rear walls B, B’ have secured
thereto at each end .the elempe D, hinged at

the bottom and extending to or nearly_to the

top of the trunk body. These hinged clamps
D have mounted in thetopthereof the thumb

end pieces C, C’ also are prowded with me-
tallic angle braces E, of slightly less length

The

6o

than the . clamps and adepted when the trunk o

is in the upright or erected position to fit be-
tween the clamps and the walls, the longi-
tudinal flanges E’ which comprise part of the
said braces being apertured for the passage

therethroungh of the thumb screws e, which

thus rigidly secure the said flanges to the
clamp, thereby maintaining the front and rear
walls securely to the end pieces, and the whole
in an upright and immovable position. .
Upon the top of the rear wall 3 is secured
the cover F, which has projecting downwardly
therefrom the sides E’, which cause the said
cover to form a box- she,ped body or recepta-
cle.
to the wall B’ by means of the hinges f. The
forward side ¥’ hassecured thereon a handle
&, and the same, together with the front wall
B, may have secured thereto, respectwely,
the npper section g and the lower section ¢’

lock. - -

- The operation or manner of eolla,psmﬂ* and
erecting the device will be readily understood
from the foregoing description taken in con-
nection w1th the accompanying drawings.
The trunk being supposably in the posfclen
illustrated in Fig. 1, and it being desired to
use the same, the front and rear walls B, B/,
and the end
cal position, the thumb screws ¢ turned to re-
lease clamps D, the flanges E’ upon the end
pieces are mserted between the clamps and
the walls, and the thumb serews e serewed in

to pass through both the said clamps and the
As thus erected, the trunk is rigid
1n form and immovable in its parts, and the

flanges.

same may be filled with articles of apparel or
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to, or injury to the outside, the inner strips
preventing the escape of small articles into
the interstices of the trunk, or the catching
of its contents between the base and the walls

and the clamps and braces serving to render

the trunk incapable of collapsing or breaking

~ inwardly by shock or rough handlingin trans-
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portation. The cover moreover being box-

shaped, and being hinged in such manner that

the same rests almost wholly above the body

of the trunk, available spaceisthereby added.
It will be observed that the trunk may be.

rapidly unpacked by collapsing the trunk _ veel
| and serews detachably fastening the said

through the reverse process to that above de-
seribed for erecting the same, whereupon, the
said trunk being in the position shown in Fig.
1, the contents thereof may be readily re-
moved.

When it is desired to transport the trunk

from one place to another while the same is

emptied and unused, or where it is desired to
store the said trunk in a small space or com-"
pass, the same is collapsed by reversely turn-
ing the thumb serews e of the clamps D tore-.
lease the flanges E’ therefrom, whereupon,
the several parts being free to move, the end
pieces C are folded over upon the upper sur-
face of the base A, the front wall B folded ,
upon the base and the said sections, the whole
of these being then foided upon the rear wall :
B’, which, together with the said base, end
pieces, and the front walls is folded into the
interior of the cover ¥, the under surface of :
the base A then being flush with the lower:
edges of the sides F’/ of the cover I, and the
whole device assuming the position shown in .
Fig. 8. The trunk as thus folded may then
be carried in the hand by means of the han-
dle G, and carriage or storage of the same
greatly facilitated. Where desired suitable
fastenings may be provided for securing the
| inside, comprising metallic strips extending

parts together in the folded state.
In Fig. 5,1 haveillustrated a modified form

of the device, which strengthens the parts.

where greater strain is anticipated. In this
construction, the base A has

being secured to theseand to the various walls,
the clamps D being secured only to the ribs

A’ and being independent of the said walls.

This allows of strengthening the corners of
the trunk at the bottom, the said ribs being
secured rigidly to the base and to each other,
and the corners being further protected by

the braces or corner-pieces A, which I also se-

cure upon the cover F. This device folds in
like manner as before described, the cover be-
ing of sufficient depth to receive therein not
onlythe base and the walls when the same are
folded, but also the rigid side ribs as well.

- I do not confine myself to the exact speci-
fication and details of construction herein set
forth and illustrated, as the same may be

changed or varied in many particulars with- |

out materially altering the character of the
invention, the essential features, merits, and
advantages of which will be manifest.

projecting up-
wardly therefrom side ribs A’, the hinges d

i
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Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 15— -

1. A collapsible trunk comprising a base,

front, rear, and end walls hinged directly

theretoin such manner as to open outwardly

to the horizontal position and fold inwardly

immediately upon the said base, clamps upon
the front and rear walls at the inside, compris-
ing metallic strips extending vertically from
top to bottom of the walls, and pivoted toopen
inwardly, braces upon the end walls adapted
to enter between the said strips and the walls,

braces in the clamps, and a box shaped lid or
cover adapted to receive the base and walls
wholly within the same when folded, substan-

tially as shown and desecribed.

2. A collapsible trunk comprising a base,
rigid front, rear, and end walls hinged di-
rectly to.the base whereby they will open out-
wardly to the horizontal position, the front

and end walls being adapted to fold upon the

base, and the base upon therear wall, clamps
upon the front and rear walls at the inside,

comprising metallic strips extending verti-

cally from top to bottom of the walls, and
pivoted to open inwardly, braces upon the
end walls adapted to enter between the said
strips and the walls, and screws detachably
fastening the said braces in the clamps, to
secure the whole in the npright position, and
a box shaped lid or cover hinged to the rear

wall and adapted to receive the folded base
and walls wholly within the same, substan-

tially as shown and described.

3. A collapsible trunk comprising a base,

four rigid walls hinged directly thereto to

open outwardly to the horizontal position,
and fold inwardly to the horizontal position,
clamps upon the front and rear walls at the

vertically from top to bottoem of the walls,

and pivoted to open inwardly, braces upon
| the end walls adapted to enter between the

said strips:and the walls, and screws detach-
ably fastening the said braces in the clamps,

and a lid or cover having four depending
flanges to be box shaped, the rear flange be-

ing hinged to the rear wall of the trunk,
whereby the said cover will receive the folded
base and walls wholly within the same, sub-
stantially as shown and desecribed.

4. A collapsible trunk comprising a base

having flexible strips surrounding the same
inside and outside, and projecting therefrom,
front and rear walls and end pieces secured

between the said strips, hinges at the inside
of the trunk secured to the base and the sev-

eral walls, whereby the same will fold upon

the said base, clamps secured upon the in-
side of the front and rear walls at each end

thereof, the same being hinged at one end,

flanged angle braces secured to the end pileces
at each side and engaging with the clamps
when the trunk is erected, thumb-screws ex-

| tending through the said clamps and the
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braces, and a box-shaped 1id or cover pivoted | my invention I have signed my narae, in pies-

to the top of the rear wall and adapted to
receive the remainder of the trunk wholly
within the same when the said trunkis folded,

and a handle upon the front of the cover, |

substantially as shown and described.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as |

ence of two witnesses, this 29th day of June,
1894, ' ' '
NELLIE ARMSTRONG.

Witnesses:
C. GERST,

PERCY T. GRIFFITH.
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