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To all whom it may concern: L

Be it known that I, GRORGE N. BUCK, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Mattoon, in the ecounty of Coles and State

of Illinois, have invented certain new and |

useful Improvements in Buckles, of which
the following 18 a specification.
My invention relates to certain improve-

- ments in buekles for garters and the like, the
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object of the improvement being to prevent
any liability of the buckle to release its hold
when the straps become slack.

In the drawings presented herewith, Figure
1 is a front view of myimproved buckle with
straps attached. Fig. 2 is a similar view
showing one of the parts in a different posi-
tion. Fig. 31s a section showing the buckle

alone in line 3 3 of Fig. 1; and Fig. 4 is a simi- |

lar section, but shows one of the parts in a
different p051t10n

The buckle itself 1s of well known form'

consisting of a rectangular frame, A, mth
eross—-pieces, a, a’,tu rned down upon the end

of the frame, so that they may slide freely |

back and forth. I have here shown two of
theseslides, or cross-pieces, because the buckle

is illustrated in connection with an ordinary.

sleeve elastie. It is obvious, of course, that
in a great many uses one side of the buckle
may be provided with other means of fasten-
ing. The straps are secured in the buckle
by passing them forward between the slides,
then back between one of the slides and the
adjacent side of the frame.
are drawn taut their endsare firmly clamped

between the slides and the sides of the frame.

When the straps become slack, however, it

often happens that they become d1senrraged h

from the buckle because of the loosening up
of the slides. To preventthis I have plvoted
to one side of the buckle, a latch, B, here |
shown as an ornamental plate hamng ton oues,
b, b’, turned about the side of the buckle and

When thestraps |

composed of spring material so that the elas-
ticity of said material forces the plate down
upon the slides and prevents them from rat-
tling or shaking loose when the straps are
nottaut. The sideof the frameof the buckle
will be seen in KFigs. 3 and 4 to have a flat-
tened outline so that the raising of the plate 5o
extends the eyes, or tongues, b, 6’,asis shown

in Fig. 4, till the position seen in the last
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mentioned figure is passed, when further

movement allows the eye to spring back to-
ward its original position. This construetion 53
therefore provides a spring which will hold

| the plate either in the position seen in Fig. 1

or that seen in Kig. 2.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

1. In a buckle, the combination Wlth the
frame, A, of a slide, as a, moving freely within
the fra,me and adapted to elamp a strap be-
tween 1itself and the side of the frame by the
pull of said strap upon theslide, and a spring
device normally pressing upon said slide
whereby the tendency of the latter to shake
loose is overcome; substantially as described.

2. The combination with the frame, A, of a
series of slides as ¢ and a plate, B, pivoted to
the frame and provided with a spring nor-
mally pressing said plate upon the slide; sub-
stantially as described. |

3. The combination with the fia.me, A, hav-
ing a substantially flat side of a slide, ¢, WOI‘k-
ing within the frame and a plate, B, pivoted
to the frame by means of eyes of spring ma-
terial, b, b’, turned down upon the flat side
whereby the tendency of said eyes is to hold
the plate upon the slide, or in the same plane 3o
extending directly away from the slide; sub-
stannally as described.
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