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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BENTAMIN F. ORDWAY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Peoria, in the county of Peoria and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Tongue-Supports; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a-full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

- which will enable others skilled in the art to
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which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in tongue-supports, by
means of which a tongue support is provided
being simple in construction, durable and
cheap in first cost. - - |

More particularly my invention relates fo
that class of harvesting machine tongues for
the purpose of supporting the weight thereof

to take it off from the horses’ necks, and to

prevent side draft, in this manner steadying
thetongue and also maintaining the machine
in such a manner as to prevent the shifting
thereof occasioned by contact with irregular
places in the ground being traversed.
My invention consists essentially in the

provision of a bar spring attached at points

below the tongue, so as to be out of the way,
and being suitably connected with a traveling
wheel and in adjustable relation with suit-
able casting attachments therewith, whereby
various tensions of spring may be obtained to
accommodate the support of greater or less
load,and for accommodating different heights
of tongue above the ground. '

In carrying out my invention, I desire to
employ any character of bar spring whether

straight or curved as the application of the

device may demand, and I desire to connect
with the tongue in any suitable manner either
to form a reach connection or a pivoted one.

That my invention may be more fully un-
derstood reference is had to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which— |

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
tongue-support, showing its adjustment to a
tongue. Fig. 2 is a front view of my device.
Fig. 3is aside elevation showing the particu-
lar manner in which an S-shaped spring is
employed, and also showing a convenient

co means of connection with the tongue. Fig.

4 is a side elevation showing the manner in

18

which a particular bar is used in connection

with a particular kind of a casting upon the
tongue. Fig. 5is also a side elevation of one
form of my tongue-support, showing the piv-
otal relation with the tongue or suitable at-
tachment thereto. Fig. 6 is a detailed view
showing a support for the bar when said bar
pivoted. o
In theseveral figures of thedrawings,I have
shown several different ways of applying the
oeneral idea and principle of my invention.
By reference to Fig. 1,1 refers to a bent bar
spring, which ‘is suitably clamped to the
tongue A by means of theclamp, consisting of
the parts a and ‘b, there being provided In
connection with this clamp the plate ¢, suit-
ably grooved in the manner shown for the car-
rying through of thesaid bar or the end there-

| of that bears against the under side of the

tongue, which enables the said bar to be
slipped out or in through thesaid groovein the
plate ¢, when the clamp is loosened and to be

tightened up and held in the proper position

desired. 2isadependingbar, provided with
the head 3 having a slot cut therethrough

and through which the one end of the spring

1 is designed to be carried in the manner

shown in the drawings. This bar may be
used in connection with this head and se-

cured therein by means of the set screw 4 as

shown, or the said bar may beslipped therein

far enough, so thatas it is forced up against
the groove of the said bar, it will be firmly

 impinged and the end of the bar may be bat-

tered down against the rear face of the head
3. 5isabarprovided with the head 6, having
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a vertical central opening therein through

which the bar 2 is designed to be carried, the
said bar 5 being furcated, the pivoted parts
being represented by 7. 8is a wheel jour-

naled upon a pin as an axle earried through

perforations in the lower end of the furcated
parts of bar 5 and suitably secured therein,
the said wheel having a wide face as shown.
9 and 10 are adjustable collars carried upon
the bar 2, one above the head 6 and the other
below, and each of said collars is provided
with a set screw as 11, this set serew being
purposed to secure the collars in the desired
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position and upon the bar 2, and to facilitate
| in the adjustment of the head 6 of bar 5.
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- pending through the opening in head 6, this |
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The above deseribed construetion is the
one I prefer to employ, but I have shown
still other forms which represent modifica-
tions thereof, which I will proceed to deseribe.

In Fig. 3, I employ substantially the same
character of spring, exceptthat it is S-shaped,
or has a double curve which carries it lower
down and permits of an adjustment in con-
nection with the tongue that is earried high
and also provides for greater elasticity of
spring, and in this figure I employ practi-
cally the same spring as that shown in Hig.

1, except that a head 1s shown on the Iowel.

end of the bar 2 instead of a collar.
In Fig. 4, I employ simply a barspring hav-
ing only the necessaryslight angle to accoms-

modate 1ts being carried through the head 3

and different Only in construction from that
shown in Fig. 3 in the form of a spring and
the manner of its being connected with the
tongue.

It will be seen that the block 12 is used‘
suitably clamped tothe tongue presenting an
incline for a bearing for the said bar to give
it a rearward decline, and also presenting a
lug or foot projecting downwardly at the rear
end of the said block to provide for a hear-
ing for the central portion of thesaid spring,
which acts as a stop or prevents the excess-
ive bending of said bar at the forward end
thereof.

In Fig. 5, 1 present substantially the same
construction as that in Fig. 4 except that I
pivot the bar instead of fixing itin a definite
position, and 1 swing the said bar in the
clevis or support 13, which presents a central
bearing for the said bar.

In operation for the purpose designed, the

spring is fixed upon the tongue of the ma-

chine, which it is designed to support in the
manner shown in the several ficures of the
drawings, the manner of attachmu‘ nreferred
being that shown in Fig. 1, such attachment
in detail in I‘lﬁ' 2, the other end
of the said spring being seuned in the head

s of Iig. 1,and upon the depending bar 2 the ;

furcated bal o 18 carried by the bar 12 de-

sald bar 5 being adjusted upon the bar 2 Dy

means of the collars 9, 10 by means of the set

serews 11 in the proper position to accommo-

date the proper supporting of the tongue, this

adjustment being necessary, as all tonn*ues of
the different machmes are not eauled the

same height {rom the ground and by Shppmtr |

the head 6 of the fumated bar 5 in an opening

i .

and fixing it in position, this difference in
height may be readily accommodated.

It will be seen that when the toncrue Sup-
port, (as shown in Fig. 1) is adjusted in the
manner shown in the said figure, and that as
the machine bears forwardly, should any ob-
structions be met, as rises and depressions in
the ground, the spring 1 will readily acecom-
modate such differences in the surface of the
ground, and instead of the tongue beling
thrown upwardly or downwardly, when such
differences in the surface are met, the spring
will take the jar and will readily ywld Or eX-
tend so that the tongue will always be held

steady and in the proper position, relieving
both the weight and. jar, side draft and vlo-,

lent Jelkll’lﬂ‘ of the tongue from the horses’
necks; and by means of ‘rhe furcated bar 5 be-
ing pwoted upon the bar 2 as shown, it will
turn from side toside and accom modate 1tself
to the turning of the machine, with the tongue

of which it is connected, and will facilitate

oreatly in the ease of sueh turning, it provid-

| ing always a support for the tongue which

will insure its steady carrying.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I elmm and desire to secure-by Lettelq
Patent, is—

1. In a tongue support, the Spunfrl suit-
ably clamped upon the tonguein combination
with a suitable tmveling wheel connected
therewith by means of the furcated bar 5, piv-
oted upon bar 2 by means of the collars 9, 10,
the sald bar being connected with spring 1,
through the head 3 thereof, all %ubstm]tlally
as d@“sClle‘d and shown.

A tongue support, formed of tlle Spring
1, sulta,bly connected with the tongue A, the
bar 2 provided with theslotted head 3 thr Durrh
which one end of the bar 1 is carried or se-
cured, the fureated bar 5 provided with the
head 6 having transverse perforations there-
through and carried over and pivotally and
adjustably supported upon the said bar by

means of the collars 9, 10, provided with set.

screws 11 and provided on its lower extremity
with the wheel §, suitably carried in eonnec-
tion therewith, all substantially as described
and shown, | |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

BENJAMIN F. ORDWAY.

Witnesses:
W. V. TEFFT,
AMOS DIXON.
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