(No Model.) o .
J. HOLTVOIGT.
' GUITAR.

No. 539,056, ;atented Ma.y 14, 1895,
o8 T

——————— T
’””I”I”I”I”IlﬂlllU’ﬁlllll”‘ EZ.

_

h — A’

et 3 ] 11 ‘.‘\.\\\\‘

“‘.“ -.“‘1 ““.‘\ /
' ”Mf”ﬂ”’”’ ‘l’
rd

W/

/ ‘\‘\;‘““‘

. ﬂ"ﬂlﬂ"'f”lﬂ e’

‘-'“‘-.. i B & % 9 F% 1

W77 77 77 7R

———— - = mua
e Wb D oo T UT T omes

L T —

WITNESSES: - INVENTOR

mo%% /4%%2&%?;

THE NOREIS PETERS CO., PHOTO-LITHD, WASHINGTON, D. ©.




10

20

3G

35

40

45

5C

UniTen STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOIIN HOLTVOIGT, OF DAYTON, OHIO.

GUITAR.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN HOLTVOIGT, of
Dayton, county of Montgomery, State of Ohio,
have invented anewand useful Improvement
in Guitars; and I do declare the following to
be afull, clear, and exact deseriptionof thein-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification. H

This invention relates to improvements in
cuitars, and it has for its object, the attain-
ment of a greater degree of resonance than is
obtainable in the general make of 1nstru-
ments of thischaracter.

With this object in view the invention con-
sists in the construction of the finger board
and thesounding board, and in the mounting
of the former free from contact with the lat-
ter at any point, in order that the vibrations
of said sounding board may be full and free,
and anchecked by any contact with other
parts of the instrument. .

Referring to the annexed drawings, which

form a partof this specification, Figure 11s a
plan view of a guitar having my improve-
ments attached thereto, parts of the instru-
ment being broken away. Ifig. 2 is an en-
larged sectional view on the line ¢ a of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view on the line
' o of Fieg. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several views.

(A) designates the body of the guitar, (A')
the sounding board, and {B) the usunal sound
opening.

(C) designatesthehead block, and (C’) isthe
neck, between which andthe head block, the
curved head portion (¢) of the body isinclosed.

(E) designates the finger board, in which
the transverse frets (¢) are embedded. On
the lower side of the portion of said finger
board that is adjacent to the sound board, 1s
olued or otherwise secured, longitudinally, a

series of strips (z) of wood, the object of

which is to prevent this portion of the finger
board from warping or becoming unservice-
able. Itismyobject tobring the finger board
as close to the sounding board as possible and

vet have an intervening space (¢’) between ! strument,

mall

said parts. This is done by providing satd
sound board with a recess or concavity of
corresponding size to the finger board so as
to not mar the appearance of the istrument.
This recessed part (f) is below the finger
board, and is not visible to the eye.

(¢) designates a T-shaped bracket which 1s
rigidly attached to the head block (C) in the
interior of the instrument, and is entirely out
of view. This bracket is provided with a
curved and upwardly projecting portion (¢’)
that projects through the sound opening (1)
in the sound board. The object of said
bracket is to provide a suitable support for
the inner end of the finger board, and no por-
tion of it is permitted to come in contact with
the body of the sounding board of thenstru-
ment.

(1) is a detachable block of wood that is
placed between the longitudinally placed re-
inforeing strips (¢), and the upwardly project-
ing portion (¢’) of the bracket, and the ob-
ject of which is to provide a portion of the
support for the inner end of the finger board,
that may be conveniently detached at any
time, and redueced in size, or a larger piece
substituted, should it be found at any time,
that the finger board was out of a true hori-
zontal line with the sound board.

The inner end of thefinger board is secured
to the part (¢’) of the bracket by means ot
counter-sunk serews (n) thatalso passthrough
the block (4). By means of the bracket (9)
which is completely concealed, the finger
board is given a substantial support at itsin-
nerend, andis therebyenabled to be bhrought
in close proximity with the sound board, with-
out the possibility of itstouching sald sound
board. The result is, the tone of the instru-
ment is greatly improved; the sound board
having a greater vibration. Consequently,
the volume of sound is greater and more las-
ting. |

Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— |

1. In a guitar, the combination with the
body, of a sound board having a recess (¢'); a

\ finger board over said recess, and being free

from econtact with any portion of said sound
board: and a bracket in the interior of the in-
upon which the inner end of the
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finger board is supported, substantially as de- | reinforeing strips (z) secured to sald finger
scribed. _ - 1 board; a bracket (g) attached to the head

2. In a guitar, the combination with the | block on the interior of the instrument; sald
body of the instrument; of a sound board | bracket having a portion (¢’) that projects 20
provided with a recessed portion (f); a T- |through the sound opening in the sound
shaped bracket in the interior of the instru- | board, and upon which the inner end of the
ment, attached to the head block; said bracket | finger board issupported; a detachable block
having a portion (g’) that projects through | (%) interposed between said part (g’), and the

~ the sound opening; a finger board having its | end of the finger board, substantially as de- 25
1o inner end attached to said part (¢g’); said | seribed. - | | |

i

finger board and bracket being free from con- | In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
tact with the sound board, substantially as | my hand this 5th day of February, 1395.
described. S _ o | JOHN HOLTVOIGT.
3. The combination with the head block; of Witnesses: - |
1z a sound board having a recessed portion (f); R. J. MCCARTY,

‘a finger board over said recessed portion; GEO. H. WOOD.
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