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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHN A. SINCLAIR, a
subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid-
ing at Kingston, in the- Province of Ontario
and Dominion of Canada, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Book- |

Holders; and I dohereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which 1t appertains to
make and use the same. |

My invention relates to book holders and
isintended to facilitate the use of heavy vol-
umes such as books of reference and the like.

My holder consists essentially of a case sub-
stantially the shape of the book to be sup-
ported and a little larger than the same. I
prefer having a case for each volume, but if
found more convenient two or more books
might be kept in the same case. |

The objectsof my invention are to provide
an easy and convenient means for referring
to books of great size as well as the protec-
tion of their bindings. | |

The nature of the invention therefore con-
sists of certain combinations and arrange-
ments of the various parts as will be fully
described in the specification and pointed out
in the claims reference being made to the ac-
companying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a side elevation showing the
holder in position on & book-shelf. Iig. 2 1s
a similar view showing the holder drawn out

from its position on the shelfso that the book

it contains may be opened forreference. Kig.
3 is a plan view showing the holder opened.

Fig. 4 is an end view showing the sides of the

holder opened. Fig. 5is a side elevation of a
modification, and Fig. 6 is an end view of
the same. . |
- Referring to the drawings A represents the
shelf which supportsthe book holder. A’ is a
metallic baror frame securely fastened to said
shelf. | |
D, D’ and D?® represent respectively the

back and sides or covers of the holder which.

are made similar to thecover of a book. Rig-

~ idly secured to the rear of the back D of the

32

holder and at right angles to it, is the strip
H, which is at least the length of the end of
the book to be inclosed and for which it

i

tion shown in Fig. 1. The back D is pivoted
to the bar A’ at C, and is provided at its op-
posite-end with the projecting stop I1’, which

‘serves to prevent the volume from slipping

out when the holder is opened. |

To prevent the back D from turning too
far over or down when the holder is pulled
forward, to open the volame, I provide the
links E, E one pivoted to the rear end of
the bar A’ and the other to the upper end of

the strip H, their free ends being brought to-

oether and pivotedate. (See Fig.2.) Inor-
der to insure the inward folding of these links
when the holder is returned to the shelf, I
connect a spring E? at the joiut e and to the
bar A’. | |

To prevent the sides D’, D* from bending

back too far when the holderis opened I con-

nect two sets of links F, F, tothe strip H one
pivoted to a link F* that is secured to the side

. D’ and the other pivoted to a link E* that is

secured to.the side D?® To insare the in-

ward folding of these links when the device

is to be closed, and to ease the fall of the
covers when it is opened, I desire to secure a
spring F? to the point where each pair of
links is pivoted together mainly at F’and se-
cure said spring to some convenient pointon
bar A’. S -

In Figs. 5and 6 T have shown a slightly
modified form of construction. Instead of
employing the springs E? and F* I balance
the holder and its sides by means of the

weight G which is suspended by the cords f,
These cords pass up through the shelf and

frame A’ over the pulleys 1, 1, journaled in

said frame A’, around the pulleys 2, 2 on the
strip H and from there over the pulleys 5, 3
to the sides D’ and D? to which they are se-
cured in any convenient or suitable manner.
When the cords and weight are used they
take the place of the springs as the cords are
secured to the covers D’ D? and also control
the movement of the links E, E4 by reason of
their contact with the strip H. Instead of
pivoting the back D to the bar A’ at point C
a slot ¢ is cut in said bar, so that the book
and holder can be pulled out before being
brought over as shown in Fig.2. By means of
this slot it is clear that when it is desired to
refer to the book inclosed in the holder, said

forms a rest when the holder is in the posi- | holder will be pulled forward until the pivot
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 either reaches the end of the slot or some | Lially as deseribed for holding the pivoted =25
convenient point when the holder will be*| links at an angle when the sides are open and
brought over to the position shown in Fig. 6. | the back in a horizontal position for the pur-
The advantage of this construction is, that | pose described. |

the book is not turned down until it reaches 2. In a book holder, the combination of a
the edge of the shelf, and consequently the : slotted bar adapted to be secured to a shelf; 30
shelf above need not be made so high as is | a back having strip H, and sides D’ and D3,
necessary when the point Cis permanent. If | and pivoted in the slot of said bar; the linksy
the book is very large and heavy and projects | E, E* and F, IF*;-and the weighted cords se-

a long way beyond the shelf it may be found | cured to the sides and arranged to operate

convenient to brace the back by a barextend- | upon said sides and strip. 35

ing from the outer end of D to the shelf be- 3. In a book holder, the combination of a

low as shown in dotted lines Fig. 6. - bar to be secured to ashelf and having a slot
What I claim as new is— | and rollers1, 1; the back having strip H and

1. In a book holder, the combination of a jrollers 2, 2, and 3, 3; sides D’ and D? hinged
back having a bar pivoted at one end and a [ to the back; links K, E*and- I F*; and the 4o
stop H’ atthe other; a strip H secured to and:! weighted cords secured tothe sides D’ and D?
projecting up at right angles from said back; | and passing over said rollers,.
links E and E* pivoted together and to the [ In testimony whereof I affix my signature
bar and strip respectively; sides D’ and D?® | in presence of two witnesses.

pivoted to the back; links F-and F* pivoted JOHN A. SINCLAIR.
together as shown and having one end'of the { VWitnesses: |
jointed links pivoted to the strip and the R. C. . SINCLAIR,

other end to the sides; and means, substan- | JOHN MILLAR.
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