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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK J. PALICA, of
Racine, in the county of Racine and State of
Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Travelers’ Tranks
or Sample- Cases; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact

description thereof, reference being had to |

the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, which form
a part of this specification.

- This invention relates to improvements in
travelers’ trunks, and sample cases, and has
for its object to provide means whereby a

“hinged over-lapping cover and the adjacent

parts of the body of the trunk may be made
to mutually brace and support each other
when the cover is closed, with the effect of
giving great strength to resist the strains to

which the trunk is subjected in handling.

To this end the invention consists in the
matters hereinafterset forth,and particularly
pointed out in the appended claims. *

In the accompanying drawings, I‘lﬂ'me 11s
a front elevation of a trunk eonstructed in
accordance with my invention, the cover be-
ing open. Fig. 2 1s a reduced sectional de-
tail faken on line 2 2 of Fig. 1, but showing
the cover closed. Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are detail
sections showing different forms of flanges
adapted for application to the cover to en-
gage the walls of the body. Fig. 6is a detail
section of a flange-plate having several an-

- gles and made from a sing'e sheet of metal
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by properly folding the same.

A designates the body of the trunk, and B
the cover or lid thereof. Said body is herein
shown of rectangular shape and eomnrlbes
the usual front, rear and end walls, a, ¢’ and
a® rigidly secured to each other, and to a suit-
able bottom a®. The cover B is hinged to the
rear wall a’, and when closed preferably com-
pletely covers the open topof the body A, be-
ing made of substantially the same length

and width as the corresponding exterior dl-_

mensions of the said body A.

At the edge of the coveris secured a chan-'

nel plate B’ which, in its simplest form, as
shown 1in I‘w 3, comprises depending ﬂanwes
b’ and b’ connected by an intermediate pmt

or web 6% which lies aﬂ'a,mst and is fastened
to the inner face of the cover,the outer flange |

“with.

b of the plate being extended up and across
the edge of the cover, as shown at b*

In Fig. 4 an additional flange 6° is shown
copnected to the part 6* and overlapping the
upper side of the cover, so that the edge of
the cover is in this modlﬁcatlon entlrely in-
cased by the plate.

In Fig. 5 the construction is the same asin
Fig. 4, with the addition of the inwardly ex-
tendmﬂ‘ flange b engaging the inner face of
the cover within the ﬂa,nfre b’, in the same
manner as in Fig. 1.

1n each ot the constructions shown the sev-
eral flanges of the plate are preferably made
integrally with each other, and said plate in
any of its angular forms may be made by

folding into ‘rhe ‘proper shape a single sheet

of metdl or other suitable materlal as indi-
cated in Tig. 6, in which case some of the
flanges will be double and others of single
thlckne% Although theopentopof the bod \Y
of thetrunk is shown as being perfectly plain,
with the cover adapted to extend over and
rest npon all four of the trunk walls, it will
be obvious that said cover may be dropped
between two opposite sides, as the front and
back of the body, and may extend over and
rest upon the remaining two opposite sides,
in which case the latter two sides will be cut
down below the formera distance equal tothe

thickness of the cover.
not interfere with the use of the flange plate

herein described on those edges of the cover

which rest on the body walls, while those
edges of the cover which fit between the body
walls may be provided with flange plates of
the kind set forth in my pending application,
Serial No. 505,122, filed concurrently here-
When the rear edge of the cover ex-

tends over and rests tipon the wall ¢’ and is

provided with the form of the channel plate
B’ which embraces both sides of said rear

wall, the upper edge of the latter will be
rounded over, as shown in Fig. 2, to permit
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This, however, will
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the inner depending flange &’ to clear the

SA1MEC.

The flange plate or angle bar B’ will ordi-

narily be made of metal, but any other mate-
rial found suitable for the purpose may be

employed if desired. Being relatively thin

such metallic or other ﬂange plate will obvi-
ously occupy practically no space, and will
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not reduce the eapacity of the trunk. In its
ordinary details, not relating to my inven-
tion, the trunk may be constlucted in any
manner found desirable and convenient for
the particunlar uses to which it is to be put.

‘Trunks made in accordance with these im-
provements are particularly well adapted for
nse by traveling salesmen as sample cases,
since they possess great strength and durabil-
ity and are of relatively larﬂ*e capaeltv

I claim as my invention—

1. In a traveler’s trunk having an ﬂvellap
ping hinged cover which is pr owded along its
edge Wlth an angle plate comprising a part or
W’Bb applied to the inner face of the cover,
two flanges depending on both sides of the
wall of the body of the trunk, and a vertical
flange extending upward alonﬂ‘ the edgeof the
cover, substantially as described.

||

. In a traveler’s trunk having an overlap-
pmw hinged cover which is pmwded along its
edge with an angle plate comprising a palt or
Web applied to “the inner face of the COoVer,
two flanges depending,one at the outside and
the other at the 11151(19 of thewall of the body
of the trunk, and a flange extending npward
along the edﬂ'e of the cover and 1appef1 over
upon the uppersideof the cover, whereby the

edge of the cover is entirely incased by the

an ﬂ'le plate, substantially as desecribed.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my %ur'nature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

FRANK J. PALICA.

Witnesses:
ANDREW DIETRICH,
WILL H. CARPENTER.
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