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- by vertical and horizontal columns.
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'UNITED STATES I

ATENT OFFICE.

'THOMAS PARRY THOMAS, OF MERIDIAN, TEXAS,

BANKER’S DAILY-BALANGCE INDEX.

SPECIFICATION foi'ming part of Letters Patent No. 538,438, dated April 30, 1893.
Application filed March 14,1893, Serial No. 466,004, (No model.)

To all whom ¢t may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS PARRY
THOMAS, & citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Meridian, in the county of Bosque and
State of Texas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Bankers’ Dailly-

Balance Indexes, of which the following is a

specification. | |

The object of my invention i1s to promote
the speed and accuracy of book-keepers in
keeping the personal daily balance ledger in
banking and other like business. |

I accordingly provide the devices herein-
after described, and illustrated in the accoms-
panying drawings, in which—:

Figure 1 is a view of a sheet of a banker’s
ledger, partly broken away, with my im-
provements applied. Fig. 2 is a view of my
improved sliding index. Fig. 3 is a longi-
tudinal section thereof. Fig. 41s a view of
the reversed side of the sliding index.

Thesheet A, is divided into several sections
At the
left hand side of the sheet at a, thereis a ver-
tical row of figures, and a place for the names
of the depositors. At the right-hand side,
joining this column, there is a column coun-

‘taining the balances of the several depositors

at any specified time. - |
‘The remainder of the sheet is divided into
sections B, each containing three vertical col-
umns. The one at the left-hand sideis to in-
dicate the checks drawn on the bank. The
central column indicates the deposits made,
and the third column indicates the balance,
or the difference between the previous balance
and the depositsand the amounts checked out.
Each section is for a single day and the day
may be indicated at the top of the section.
The slide C, carries the names of the de-
positors. It is adapted to be moved backand
forth horizontally on the sheet, so that the
names of the depositors may be brought into

close proximity to the daily balances, the .

checks or deposits in order that it may not be
necessary to trace a long horizontalline from

the name of the depusitor to the figures indi-

~cating the information desired.

€0

It has been customary to place the names
of the depositorsin the column a, as indicated
at the left-hand side of Fig. 1, and when a

made in identifying figures in the middle of

the book or at the extreme right-hand side

with the names at the left-hand side, but by
the useof my improved sliding index, no such
mistakes can be made. The names are writ-
ten on horizontal lines coinciding with the

‘horizontal lines on the ledger sheet.

The sliding index is preferably made of

paper in loop form. The front side ¢, has a

series of horizontal lines ¢’ on which the
names of the depositors are written. These
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lines are numbered vertically, and the num-

bers are made to correspond with the vertical
row of numbers on the ledger sheet, asshown
at the left-hand side of Fig.1. The back c?
of the slide may contain any desired arrange-
ment of numbers or lines. The back and
front are secured together at top and bottom,
thereby forming an endless band which em-
braces the ledger sheet, sufficiently loosely to
enable the slide to be moved back and forth
thereon. |

At the bottom of the slide at ¢? there is a
projection on which are printed the letters of
the alphabet, included in the slide, and on
the opposite sides-is another projection cf,
somewhat longer than ¢ on the reverse side
of which the same letters of the alphabetare
printed. Between the two projections, 1 ar-
range a metallic clip D, which embraces the
front and back pieces. of the slide and actsas

| a shield to protect the slide when. it is being

handled or moved back and forth. A similar
clip D’, is used at the top of the slide. In
order to cover the clip, I paste additional
pieces of paper a* o® at top and bottom,

‘making four thicknesses at these points, as
shown clearly in Fig. s.

I find this arrange-
ment to be most secure and efficient.

- When the ledger sheet has been filled out,
the front sheet of the index or slideshould be
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removed and pasted on to the sheet at the

left-hand side to make a permanent record.
'~ By myimprovements, it will be seen, I dis-

pense with the necessity of re-writing the
natnes on the ledger leaves, and the book-
keeper may readily post the items to their

| proper places without the necessity of tracing

the long lines across the book, or referring to
the marginal numbers, thus keeping each cus-

95

ICO

tomer’s name immediately opposite his bal-

large book is employed, mistakes are often I ance, and thereby the book-keeper’s speed in
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performing his work isgreatly expedited and | index, clips at each end embracing the ends
his aceuracy insured. , of the front and back strips where they are
I claim as my invention— | secured together and supplemental strips of 15
The herein-described index comprising a | flexible material secured to the front and
s front and back pieces of flexible material, | back pieces at their ends and covering the
such as paper, secured together at their upper | greater portion of the clips. ' |

edges to form a continuous loop or band and In testimony whereof T have hereunto sub-

provided with horizontal lines adapted to co- | seribed my name. |

incide with the horizontal lines of the ledger" THOMAS PARRY THOMAS.
10 sheet on which the looped indexisadaptedto Witnesses:

slide horizontally and having projecting por- G. R. CARRUTH,

tions at one end containing theinitials of the:| OSCAR BLYTHE.
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