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%o all whom it MY COTVCETTL:

BeitknownthatI, STEPHENT. WOODWARD

~ a citizen of the Umted States, and a, resuilent
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of Lynn, in the county of Essex and State of

_Massaehusetts have invented a new and use-

ful Shoe-Horn, of which the following, in con-

nection with the accompanying drawings,is a
specification. |

My invention relates ﬂ*enerally to devwes
of the above class and more particularly to
such devices adapted to be used as a part of
a relasting machine and commonly called I'e-

lasting horns

In relastmn‘ ma,(,hme‘s as commonly con-

“structed, the boot or shoe, in the operation of

_. _relastmm 1sdrawn on to the last, supported on

the usual spindle, by a horn, whleh I8 inter-
posed between the last and boot or shoe, and

~then drawn over the last by meansof a treadle
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and suitable connections. Tosucecessfully ac-
complish this result the fore part of the horn
must have sufficent lateral ﬂemblhty or pli-

~ancy to enableitssides to conform to or “hug”
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shoe over the last.

‘the last particularly at the heel, while havmfr

sufficient longitudinal r 1n'1d1ty to bring the

or pliancy of the fore part has been heretofore

secured by grinding or otherwise thinning the

horn toward the front of the fore pa,rt but
horns so constructed have been found to be

unsatisfactory owing to their liability to split

longitudinally and break laterally in the fore
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part.
T'he obj ect of this invention is to secure
flexibility of the fore part of the horn without

materially weakening the same or rendering

- it lable to split or break and to this end it
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B embodymﬂ' the same.

consists in providing the horn with a longi-

tudinal slot extending from the front of the

fore part toward the Shank and in further pro-

- vidingthehorn with a remforeement arranged
to Stren gthen the same without matena,lly di-

mlmshmfr its required pll&lﬁl@}?
- My invention is illustrated in the aceompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of a 1elast1ng horn
Fig. 2 1s a plan view;

~and Fig. 3 is a section on line A, A Fig. 1.
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S111111¢Lr figures of reference refer to similar |

|

parts thrmwhout the several views.

The required ﬂex1b1hty |

|

‘the fore part 1

In the drawmﬂ‘s 1 represents the fore pmt.

of the horn and 2 the shank of the horn. The
shank 2 i1s shown as formed . by a strip of

leather or other {lexible material, but such

construction is not essential as my invention
18 applieable to horns having a rigid shank.
The longitudinal slot is represented at & _'

and extends from front of the fore part 1, to-

ward the shank 2, a sufficient distance to give
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the desired deﬂ'ree of pliancy to the 51des of 6o

The slot 5 is conveniently
placed at the center of the fore part 1 and a

hole 6 drilled at the end thereof ad jacent to
the shank to prevent splitting.

preferably in the form of a r_emforcmg shield
horn at or near the shank 2, and extending
toward the front of the fore part 1 asufficient
distance to take up a portion of the strain as
the horn is tipped over the heel of the last.

substantially to that portion of the fore part
to which it is applied, and ifs sides preferably

forcing the fore part 1 laterally and tendlmcr

to prevent the splitting thereof as hereinbe-
fore deseribed. The front of the fore part 1

projects beyond the shield 3, and the above
described arrangement is such that although

the fore part 1 is laterally and lonﬂ'ltudmally |

reinforced by the shield 3 as above described
the required pliancy of the parts, in which

‘The shield 3 is curved laterally to conform '

such property is essential, is not materially.
affected thereby.
The reinforcement 3 may be used upon.
horns without the slot 5 and the form and ar-
rangement of said reinforcement and its po-

The reinforcement is shown &b 3, and 18 65

riveted or otherwise suitably secured to the
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extend along the sides of the forepart 1, rein- 75
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sition upon the horn may be varied without

departinfr from the essential nature of myin-
vention. -

TIclaim gs novel and dean G to secme by Let-

ters Patent-—
1. A shoe horn havmﬂ' a lonmtudmal slot

extending from the front of the fore part to- ¢

ward the shank, and provided with a rein-

forcing shield smtably secured thereto, at or

near the shankand extendmﬂ* toward the front
of the fore part, subs_tantlally as described.

2. Arelasting horn provided with areinfore- 1co
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ing shield suitably secm::ed thereto at or near
the shank, and extending toward the front of

the fore part, substantially as described.

3. A relasting horn provided with flexible
or yielding sides and having upon its outer
face a reinforcement by which the flexible or
vielding sidesareretained in their properrela-
tive positions.

4, A relasting horn having flexible or yleld-
ing sides formed by a longitudinal slot ex-
tending from the front of the fore part toward

E: - 537,881

' the shank and having a reinforcement npon
its onter face for holding the flexible or yvield-

ing sides 1n their proper relative positions.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 15
my hand, in the presence of two attesting wit-
nesses, this 156th day of January, 1395.

STEPHEN T. WOODWARD.

Witnesses:
A. E. WHYTE,

BENJ. PHILLIPS.
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