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Zo all whom it may concern: _
_]_Seit known that I, HERBERT J . STEVENS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at De-
troit, county of Wayne, State of Michigan,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Lacing Hooks and Fastenings:
and I declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the in vention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
Same, reference being had to the aceompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of thisspeci-
fication. | |
My invention has for its object a lace hook
and fastening for shoes, gloves, corsets and
other analogous articles, and it consists of the
construction, combination, and arrangement
of devices and appliances hereinafter sSpeci-

fied and claimed, and illustrated in the ac-

companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation showing the
combined hook and fastening upon a shoe.
Kig. 2 is a view in elevation on the line 2—2,
Kig. 1, looking toward the hook and fasten-
Ing. FKig. 3 is a view on the line 3—3, Fig.
1, looking toward the hook and fastening.
_Flg.4 18 & view on the line 4—4, Fig. 1, look-
ing toward my improved device. Fig. 5 is a
sectional view on the line 5—3, Fig. 3. Fig.

6 1s a view in perspective showing my im-

proved device in place upon a shoe. Fig. 7
18 a view similar to Fig. 1, but showing ordi-
nary lacing hooks over which the lacing is
passed.

Although my invention is designed for a

variety of uses, I have shown it,and will here-

inafter describe it as applied to a shoe or boot,

contemplate its use upon shoes or boots alone.
My invention is more particularly designed

as a combined lace hook and terminal fasten- .

ing. | e

I carry out my invention as follows:

A represents my improved hook and fas-
tening, B denoting a shoe or boot upon which
my improved device is applied.

C is a lacing. |

B’ and B? denote the lacing edges of the
shoe, and B® the upper edge of the shoe.

My improved hook and fastening is con-
structed with a body A’ which may be formed
of sheet metal and in a single integral piece,

1
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‘but would have it understood that I do not |

~usual manner. ._
fastening is also formed with a back or side

— —r——

| the body being shaped to form a base or seat-

ing flange A? provided with any suitable
means of engaging the said base upon the shoe
orotherarticle. Thas, for example,the flange

-or base A*is formed with an eyelet “a” en-

gaged with the shoe or other article in the
The body of the hook and

A’having its lateral edges curved toward the
lacing edges of the shoe, the said back inter-
mediate its edges being convex on its surface
opposite the lacing edges of the shoe, as in-
dicated in the drawings, as for example in the
cross section, Fig. 5 at a’. The body A’ is
also constructed with a covering or top por-
tion A®* projecting at essentially right angles
to the line of the lacing edges of the shoe.
The body is formed with an opening there-
into,as at A% on the side thereof opposite the
lacing edges of the shoe. The upper and
lower sides of the body are alsoopen as shown,
the body being thus essentially hook-shaped
with the opening opposite the lacing edges of
the shoe. This construction of the body
forms a hook through which the lacing is led
in the customary manner, or as the lacing
would be led over any ordinary lacing hook.
The curved edges of the back A® render the
act of drawing the cord through the hook a
simple and easy matter, the same as draw-
ing the lacing through any lacing hook. In
this respect the hook feature or portion of my

device is every way analogous to the hooks

now in customary use for shoe lacings, and
my improved hook and fastening may oec-
cupy the same relative position upon a shoe
as an ordinary hook, although it may be set
a little farther back from the lacing edge if
desired, and as 1 have indicated its position
in the acecompanying drawings. The open-
Ings of the hook on the upper and lower sides
thereof are indicated more particuiarly in
Fig. 3 at a®* and a3 . |

Within the hook portion or chamber of the
body A’, I locate a swinging latch or cam D
preferably toothed on its under surface. This
lateh has a hinged engagement in the top or
upper portion A*of the hook and depends to-
ward and adjacent to the base A? when in
normal position. As shown in Figs. 3 and 6,

more particularly the main portion of the
lateh extends downward ator adjacent to the
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open side a® of the hook, the open side a* bo- |

ing the upper open side of the hook as the
device is applied to a shoe. -

While I do not limit myself solely to the
articular manner of hinging the lateh in the
top A* of the hook, I prefer that it should be

hinged at the side thereof adjacent to the

opening a®. I prefer toform the hinge by re-

‘cessing the portion A*of the hook, as shown

at a, on opposite sides thereof to receive
spindles “d’ on opposite sides of the latch.
My invention contemplates forming the top
A* with a lip ¢ at its free edge in which one
of the sockets a'is formed and also with a lip

“at right angles thereto, as shown at a°’. Said

lip ab after the spindles “d” have been en-

caged in their corresponding recesses a', is

bent down over the top of the latch D to hold

 thelatch in hinged position in the portion A™
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It will readily be seen thus that the lacing |

readily enters the lower portion of the hook

“and as it is pulled up, lifts the latch permit-
ting the lacing to ride under the lateh. Any |
- a convex portion A3 a top, a depending por-

tension of the lacing in the opposite or down-
ward direction, binds the toothed latch the

~more firmly upon the lacing. Thus the latch

30

in combination with the hook effectually

forms a terminal fastening for the lacing.

It will be seen that the toothed lateh swings
up in becoming loosened from the lacing cord
or when thelacing cord is pulled upward, and
swings downward to tighten upon the lacing.

 The lateh is hung to swing essentially paral-
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~ about the hook portion of the device in a ver- |

lel with the lacing edges of the shoe. The
lacing is engaged with the hook and fasten-
ing latch by simply drawing the lacing upward

: 538,740

tical line or p-'a‘mlllel with the lacing edges. If
a thin lacing were employed it might be neces-

sary to raise it up against the toothed edge of

“the latch so that it would cateh upon the teeth

in order that the tension in the opposite direc-

tion would force the latch downward into

locking position. '
The views of the combined hook and fas-

tening, presented in Figs. 2 to 6, are enlarged

to more clearly permit the illustration of the
various parts. .

‘Myimproved hook and fastening may be em-
ployed with any otherordinary lace fastening.
Thus, for example, in Fig.1, thelace is shown

engaged in eyelets E, and in Fig. 7 the lacing

is engaged over ordinary hooks F. From the
latter view it will appear more definitely how

the hook portion of my device resembles that

of a customary hook. .
- What I claim as my invention is—

- A combined lace hook and fastening con-

sisting of a base with means for engagement
with the shoe or other article, a back having

tion from said top parallel with said back, re-
cesses in said back and said depending por-

tion, a swinging latch provided with spindles
adapted to enter said recesses, and a lip A®
“upon said top bent over the upper portion of |
“thelatch to hold the spindlesin said recesses;

substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-

presence of two witnesses. |
HERBERT J. STEVENS.

tion in the

Witnesses:
- N. S. WRIGHT,
O. B. BAENZIGER.
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