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dle bar, its arms and two escutcheons which
- cenceel the improved joints that connect the :
Fig. 4 is
a transverse sectional view subetenhelly on |
1 liable attachment of the handles to a casket,
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To all whom it mg,y CONCOrn:
Be it known that I, LYMAN E WOODARD,

of Owosso, in the ﬂounty of  Shiawassee ‘and |
| casket may be of metal or wood, as the fea-

State of Michigan, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Connections for
Burial-Casket Handles, of which the follow-

ing is a full, elear, and exact description.

My invention relates to an improved means
for prodncing hinged connections between
the walls of a burial casket aud the dr0pﬂ

o | of ‘the wood, a neat and appropriate wooden
escuteheon is provided for each handle, to

handles therefor.

The objects of my invention are to promde
novel hinge ;|011:1ts, which will be particalarly

available for use in connection with wooden

caskets, and with wooden escutcheons thatare

ornamental bases for the arms of the drop han-

dles usually provided to carry the casket. The

said joints are adapted to receive the weight

strain of the casket and its contentsand trane |

ferit to the elamped connectionsof the hinges

with the walls of the casket, thus avmdlnnﬁ

undue pressure on the escuteheons, and afford-

ing strong, reliable, direct connections for the
| will not be sustained by the escutcheons and

’_pesmbly split one or mora of them.

handles with the casket.

To these ends my invention consists in the :
peculiar construction and combination of |.
parts, as is hereinafter described end 11:1::11—?

cated in the claims.
Reference is to be had to the aceompanymn‘
dra,wmﬂ's, forming a part of this specification,

in which similar ﬁﬂ'm es of reference indicate

correspondlng perts in all the views..
Figure 1 is a side view of a casket wall in

part, “and the handle bar and its arms, con-
nected directly with the said wall by the im-
proved joints extended through a single elon-

gated escutcheon, Fig.2isalon ﬂ‘ltlldl[la,l SeC-

tional view on the hne 2—2 1n Flﬂ‘ 1,showing
the improved joints that eonnect the handle |
arms directly with the casket wall.

a side view of a casket wall in part, the han-

handle arms with the casket wall.

the line 4—4 in Figs. 2 and 3, showing the
improved hinge connectmn of one handle arm
with the 51de wall of a casket and passing
through an escutcheon on said wall. HKig.d

18 an enlarged reversed plan viewof a handle
‘armin part and the connecting ;|01nt bolt pw-

Fig.31s

1 oted thereto, and Fig. 6 is a side view of the

detml of construction shownin Fig.o.
~The wall 10, that: represents the side of a

tures of improvement are demgned for use
in connection with burial eeskets made of any

I snitable material.

- If wood is used in the construction of the
casket and-is to be finished by polishing its
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outer surface so as to show the natural grain

conceal the joints of said handle with the
side of the casket, it being premised that as
isusual the ha.udles are adapted for a 3011:1 I:ed
cmmeetlen with the casket.

It is essential for the safe por te,ﬂ‘e of a heavv
corpse in a wooden casket, that “the arms of

the handle bars ordma,rlly provided for the
carriage of such a casket, be directly con-

nected with the side wall ef the receptacle,

and avoid any forcible strain on the wooden

escutcheons, as such a forcible contact if had

The wooden escutcheons: may be of a any

-=preferred design,and either a single escutch-
| eon 11 for each handle bar may be provided,- -

as shown in Fig. 1, or two smaller escutcheons

12 ‘may be furmshed for a handle, as 18 rep-
-resented in Fig. 3.

The manufacture of buuel eskete in fec-

tories especially adapted for the business, has

largely superseded the production of such ar-
ticles in small shops, as ordered; and under-

takers as a class, purchase d1fferent styles of
| caskets either metal or wood, in a complete

condition except possibly the lining and the
handles, and more particularly the Tatter are

left off of the reeeptacles, astheseattachments

vary largely in style and cost, and it 1s found

more satisfactory to allow the purchaser to
select them and the undertaker to put them
upon the casket.

In order to permlt the easy, qmek and re-

without defacing it and with the least possible
work, is a desideratum effected by the present
1nve11t1on, which will now be described.
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The handle bar 13 may be of any preferred -

| style, formed ot wood or other available ma-
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terial, the bar shown being a popular artistic
design that is very appropriate for use on a
hard wood casket, having escutcheons of a
like material, and the bar is provided with
two arms 14.

T'he handle arms 14 may vary in their orna-
mentation from the pattern shown, but it is

- necessary for their safe and effective service
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that they be produced from metal, preferably
cast intoform. The outer ends of the handle
arms 14 are furnished, as usual, with integral
clip bands 14" that are shaped in their aper-
tures to fit on the handle bar, their bodies
projecting an equal length from like sides of
the bands. |

The peculiar formation of the inner ends of
the handle arms to adapt them for reception
of and jointed connection with the improved
hinge bolts 15, is a feature of the improve-
ment. As indicated in Figs. 4, 5 and 6, the
arms on the under side of their ends which
are to be connected with the bolts, are each
recessed in a like manner at two points near
sald extremities, producing two longitudi-
nally extending and properly spaced eavities
that have concave hottom walls.

The hinge bolts 15 each consist of a cylin-
dric body having a concentric head 152, the
periphery of which is circular and the oppo-
site sides parallel, the end of the body far-

thest from the head 15* being threaded to re-

ceive a preferably flanged nut 16. On the
head 152 and near its edge so as to be out of
line with the bolt body, two similar limbs 15Y
are formed, and project at a right angle from
the head. A suitable length is afforded the
limbs 15°, and on their ends farthest from the
head 15* a peripherally curved boss 15°¢ is
formed, the edge of which represents about
three-fourths of a circle, and as the diameter
of the bosses exceeds the width of the limbs,
it will be seen that a portion of each boss pro-
jeets above the side of the limb nearestto the
center of the bolt head 15* which parts of
the bosses are designed to be introduced in
the cavities formed for their reception in the
under side of the handle arm as before ex-
plained. The bosses of thelimbs15® are cen-
trally perforated, as are the walls of the cavi-
ties and also the hinge leaf 14° that is pro-
duced between the cavities in the end of each
handle arm, and is rounded on its edge to
adapt 1t for free movement between said
Iimbs.

Hach handle arm and its complementary
joint bolt, are pivoted together by the inser-
tion of a pintle bolt 17, in the aligned perfo-
rations of the walls of the cavity, the limbs
15° and the center leaf 14°, which completes
the novel hinge connection furnished for each
handle arm.

At a proper distanceapart two circular per-
forations 13, are formed in the elongated es-

~cutcheon 11 if such ornamental joint cover-

ings are used on the casket, or a single cen-
tral perforation is produced in each of the
smaller escutcheons 12, if this style is pre-

| of the bosses on the joint limbs 15Y,
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ferred, and it should be stated that with either

style of escutcheon a secure attachment isto
be effected between them and the outer sur-
face of the casket wall whereon the escutch-
eons are placed.

The size of the perforationsin the escuteh-
eons should be so proportioned, that they will
each neatly receive the head 15* of a joint
bolt 15, and also permit the free insertion of
the end portion of the handle arm 14, that is
pivoted to the limbs of the joint bolt. The
upper and side surfaces of the inner end of
each handle arm are spherically rounded,
this segment of a sphere being merged in a
collar formation 14¢ on the handle arm which
projects at the sides and on top of the arm,
the said collar serving so close the joint be-
tween the escutcheonand arm when the latter

‘1s raised to a horizontal position but does not

forcibly impinge the bordering edge of the

perforation 18, which will avoid injury to

the escutcheons when weight is lifted by the
handles.

When it is desired to connect a handle bar
of any design, having the inner ends of its
arms formed as has been described, with the

-side wall of a casket, through the perforations

of a long escutcheon or a pair of smaller es-
cutcheons, it is only necessary that the work-
man shall bore a hole in the casket wall con-
centric with each perforation 18 formed in the
escutcheon or pair of escutcheons, the small
holes in the casket wall being of a diameter
to neatly receive the cylindric bodies of the
hinge bolts 15, which are inserted through the
escutcheons and perforations of the casket
wall, until the bolt heads 15* bear on the
outer surface of said wall, when a firm attach-
ment can be effected for each hinge bolt with
the casket, by screwing the nuts 16 on the
inwardly projecting ends of the bolt bodies,
as indicated in Fig. 4.

It will be seen that the hinged attachment
for the handle bar that has been desecribed,
will prevent the handle arms from rocking
upwardly farther than a level position, as is
shown in Fig. 4, the transverse edges 144 of

| each arm at its end, that are produced by the

longitudinal recesses formed for the reception
aving
contact with the upper surface of each of said
limbs when the handle arms are elevated to
a horizontal position. This contact of parts
will prevent any forcible impinge of the col-
lars 14° on the edges of the circular perfora-
tionsinthe escutcheons, the formation of the
Joints affording very stronghinges, that freely
flex downwardly so that the handle bars will
drop and their arms hang pendent when al-
lowed to do so.

IFrom the foregoing description, it will be
seen thatthe casket is in a finished condition
and may be quickly and conveniently pro-
vided with handle bars of any preferred de-
sign and finish, to suit the taste of the under-
taker or his patrons, by the means that have
been described, and that the direct connec-
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tion of the handles to the side walls of a
wooden or metal casket by the improved
hinge bolts, willinsure safety, while the joints

of the hmn'es are at all times concealed. As

the spherical ends of the arms closely fit the
circular holes in the escutcheons at any point
of rocking movement given to said arms, they
produce a neat finish for the handle attach
ments.

Having -thus deseribed my mventmn I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In a casket handle or the hke the com-
bination of a bolt having one end screw-

threaded and provided with anutand having
its other -end provided with a head, spaced
Jlimbs projecting from the forward face of the |
head, and an arm pivoted between the said |
spaeed limbs and having lateral projections |

adapted to engage the sudes of said limbs
when the arm 18 moved on 1ts plvet substan-
tially as set forth.

2.T_he' combination with a burial casket

having perforations in its side wall, and cir-

cularly apertured escutcheons on sald wall,
of a handle bar, arms thereon, and joint bolts

having disk like heads, bearmﬂ* on the ex-

25

terior of the said wall after passing through -

‘the apertures in the escutcheon, the bolts be-

ing secured in the perforations of the wall of
the casket by nuts on their inner ends, and

having spaced limbs projected from their
heads, out of line with the bodies of the bolts,

the ‘3&1d limbs being rule-jointed to the inner
ends of the handle arms, and thus adapted
to hang pendent or be elevated to a horizon-

tal position, substantially as described.

- LYMAN E. WOODARD.

Witnesses:
D. C,. OLAPP
% LOUIS FLICKINGER
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