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Zo all whom & may concern:
- Beitknown thatl, SAMUEL W. RORK, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Boston,
in the county of Suffolk and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Musie-Desks, of which
the followingisa specification,reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.
My invention has for its object to provide
a compact, simple and efficient musie desk for

planos, and the like.

Inthefollowingspecification, I will describe
a music desk embodying my invention and in
the claims which are appended hereto, I will
point out the novel features of said invention.

In the following description reference is
made to the accompanying drawings, in
which— |

Kigure 1 is a view in perspective of the up-
per front portion of an upright piano with my
invention applied thereto, the device being
shown as broken away at one point for
greater clearness. Fig.2isan end view show-
ing a portion of the front casing of the piano
as aiso the lower portion of a music desk em-
bodying my invention, the said desk being
shown in its open position. Fig.3 isasimilar
view showing the musie desk closed, or in the
position which it oceupies when not in use.

My improved music desk is not limited in
its application to pianos, but may be applied
to organs or other instruments having a cas-
ing or frame to which the desk may be at-
tached, or which will serve asa support for an
upright to which the desk may be attached.
I do not, however, deem it necessary for the
purposes of this specification to show my de-
vice applied to more than one form of musi-
cal instrument and I have accordingly shown
and will proceed to describe it as applied to
an upright piano.

The upright front portion of the piano

frame or casing is shown at A and may be of

any usual form. At the point at which the
muslic desk is to be applied, the said casing A
18 paneled or recessed or cut away in order
that my device when applied, and when
closed, or not in use, will shut into the front
of the said casing and appear as a fixed por-
tion thereof. |

My device proper consists of a swinging

desk, as shown.

—

| frame 2 which is constructed of a size and

shape with its attached parts to fit the open-
ing or panel or recess provided for it in the
iront of the frame A. The frame 2is pivoted
at its upperside or edge in the usual manner.
For the purposeof holding theswinging frame
in its forward, or open position, and at differ-
entangles ofinelination, I provide the pivoted
links4 which are placed at each end of the said
One end of each pair of links
1s pivoted to the stationary frame A, just be-
hind the recess or opening which is filled by
the swinging frame Q, when said frame is
closed, and the otherendof each pair of links
18 pivoted inside one of the end portions of
the swinging frame 2, as will be clear from
Figs. 1 and 2. The pivots of the links 4 are
sufficiently tight to insure frietion in their
working, and since the swinging frame and
its attached parts are comparatively light,
this friction is sufficient to hold the frame
in i1ts outward or open position at any de-
sired angle of inclination. Itis therefore un-
necessary to provide any special device for

| supporting the swinging frame when it is

open although any of the well known devices

i for holding aswinging frame al varioas angles

of inclination may be employed, if desired.
It will be noted that the swinging frame 2
does not entirely fill the panel or space in
which it is placed, but that there is 5 space
below the swinging frame which is provided
for the reception of the pivoted bar 5, which,
when the desk is open forms a ledge or Sup-
port for the lower edge of the sheet music
which is placed on the desk.

The device in its open position is shown
clearly in Figs. 1 and 2. The rabbet at each
end of the bar 5 forms projecting lips 10 and
20, which when the desk is closed conceal the
pivots of the links 4, and also serve as stops
for the bar 5. This will be clear from the
drawings. At Fig. 2 the lip 20 is shown in
contact with the rear edge of the projecting
strip 9 and in this position acts as g stop to
prevent the barb from beingturned or rocked
farther than is required to bring the ledge
upon which the lower edge of the sheet musie
rests 1nto a position at right angles to the
frame 2. In like manner the lip 10 serves
when the bar 5 is turned to its closed position,
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shown at Fig. 3 to properly locate the said bar | music desk is obtained of substantially the

5 with its face 6 in line with the face of the
swinging frame 2.

When the desk is closed the bar 5 com-
pletely fills the opening in the frame A below
the swinging frame 2 so that the appearance
and finish of the front of the piano are in no
way impaired when the desk is not in use.
The said bar 5 is pivoted at 11 to the strips or
projections 9 and these pivots are so located
with reference to the ends of sald bar near
the apex of the angle formed by the faces (
and 7 thereof and substantially equidistant
from each of said faces, that when the bar o

is partially rotated, in opening the music |

desk for use, the rearward portion of said bar
will
portion when the desk is closed, and will form
a continuation of the front face of the desk,
so that there is no opening or erack through
which music may fall and so that even when
the desk isopen and in use, its appearance is
not impaired by a break in its front face.

When the parts are made accurately, they
will fit with greater exactness than can be in-
dicatedin thedrawings, and the joint between
the lower edge of the swinging frame and the
bar 5 in either position of the bar will be
scarcely perceptible.

When the music desk is closed, the bar 5
is reversely rocked or rotated causing 1t to
assnme the position with reference to the
swinging frame 2 which 1s shown in Ifig. .
If the desk be now closed info its recess in
the frame A of the piano, it will fill said re-
cess and will present the appearance of a
fixed part of said frame. It will also be seen

that the bar 5 is so mounted and is of such a

construction that the full vertical width of

the desk is preserved when the latter 1s in use.

In some forms of desk which are now in
use, the up-turning of the ledge or support
for the lower edge of the music narrows the
desk vertically so that when such a desk is
in use, it is considerably less in wiath than
the space in the piano front whieh it occupies
when closed.

My desk herein described is simple in con-
struction, not liable to get out of order, may
be readily opened or closed and set at any

required angle of ineclination. By its use a i

i1l the space occupied by the forward

full vertical width, when open, of the space

| in the piano into which it eloses when not in

use.

The desk is free from openings in the vicin-
ity of the ledge or support for the lower edge
of the musiec, so that the musie cannot slip
down and presents whether closed or open, a
continuous surface, affording an opportunity
for superior finish and which does not impair
the appearance of the instrument. As will
be clear the swinging frame 2 may be paneled
or otherwise ornamented as desired.

What I elaim as my invention is— -

1. A music desk for pianos, &c., compris-
ing a swinging frame provided at the lower
edge thereof with a bar which is L-shapedin
cross-section, and is connected at its ends to
the said frame by pivots.located near the
apex of the angle, one of the interior sides of
said bar constituting a ledge on which music
may be supported when the bar is turned for-
ward and the other of said interior sides and
one of the exterior sides alternately forming
a continuation of the lower part of the face
of the frame in different the positions of the
bar, substantially as described.

2. A music desk for pianos, &c., compris-
ing a swinging frame provided with projec-
tions at the ends of the lower edge thereof
and a bar which is L-shaped in cross section
and pivoted to the said projections near the
apex of the angle, the ends of the said bar
being rabbeted to form lips which conceal the

- said projectionsand which also contact there-

with to limit the turning movement of the
bar, one of the interior sides of sald bar con-
stituting a ledge on which musie may be sup-
ported when the bar is turned forward and
the other of said interior sides and one of the
exterior sides alternately forming a continu-
ation of the lower part of the face of the
frame in the different positions of the bar,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

SAMUEL W. RORL.

Yitnesses:
Wu. A. MACLEOD,
CHAS. F. RANDALL,
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