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To all whom it QY CONCEr:

Beit known that we, FRANZ EGERLAND and
JOHN M. FREESE, cltlzens of the United Sta,tes

residing at SIOHX Falls, in the county of Mm-'.

5 nehaha and State of South Dakota, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Coffins; and we do hereby declare the fol-

lowingto beefull clear, and exact description
of the invention, ‘such as will enable others
skilled in the art to whleh it appertems to
make and use the same.

IO

Our invention relates to lmprovements in

coffins or burial caskets, the object of the
same being to provideé a device of this char-
acter, which is designed to prevent the suffo-
eetlon of persons acmdentelly buried alive
~and enable them to sound an alarm, indicat-
ing that life is not yet extinect.
The invention consists in the provision of
a coffin of ordinary construction provided
with a tube or pipe leading from the surface
of the ground to a point inside the coffin for
tke purpose of providing air to maintain the
life in a revivified person, the said pipe hav-
ing a globe attached at one point between the
coffin and the surface of the earth adapted
to hold disinfecting material to prevent the
discharge of poisonous or obnoxious gases
from the coffin.
with an electrie battery, the wires therefrom
leading through the air inlet pipe toan alarm
on the outside of the ground, the cireuit of
-sald alarm being closed by a slight movement
of the revnuﬁed person. .
The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—
- Higure 1 represents a plan view of a coffin
made according to our invention. Iifig. 2 18
a vertical central longitudinal section of the
same,showingthe air inlet pipe leading there-
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from. FKig. 3 1s aside elevetlon of the circull |

closing devwe

Sm:uler numerals of reference mdleate snm-

lar parts in the various views.

1 represents a coffin, and 2 a pipe leedmfr
from 1nside thereof to the surface of theear th
or to a point some distance above it. ThlS
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tube leads from one side of the eoffin and en-
ters the same through an opening therein, as
co shownat3. Ata point about midway between
the coffin and the surface of the earth we lo-

We also supply the coffin

cate a globe 4, in whlch 18 placed a suitable

disinfecting substance for the purpose of pre-
venting noxious gases from rising from the

coffin, to the surfece of the earth. Situated

at any suitable point inside the coffin is an
electric battery 5, preferably a dry battery,

the same having e1rcu1t wires leading there-
from up throuwh the pipe 2 and conneetmn‘
with an annuneletor or alarm6.on the out31de

ton or other circuit elosing apparatus, as
shown in Fig. 3. This conmsts of a strong
flat spring 7, which when raised, is adapted to

engage and press against the push button 3

for the purpose Of closing the circuit and
ringing the alarm. Between the spring 7 and

-the abutment 9 forming a part of the push

button device, we plaee a bar 10, preferably
made with a ball 11 on its onter end which 18
of wider diameter than the helght of the but-
ton 8, and which keeps the spring 7 normally
out of engagement with said button. Atthe
oufer end of the bar 10 the same is formed

‘with a loop 12, to which areattached cords 13,

the other end of which are fastened to any

bo

of the earth. This cireunit is normally open,
and at a point inside the coffin is a push but-
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suitable part of the corpse, preferably the fin-

gers thereof. DBy
seen thatif byanychance a body once buried
revives, it will not become suffocated by rea-
son of the fact that fresh air is supplied to
the coffin throughthe tube or pipe 2, and also,
the slightest movement of said revwed body

| will mthdrew the bar 10 from engagement

with the spring 7, which, when released will
depress the pueh button 8, close the cireuit
through the battery 5 and the annunciator 6

| and thereby sound the alarm, giving notice of

the fact that the revival has taken plece of
the body inside the coffin,

The invention hasbeen described in its pre-
ferred form, but it is obvious that many minor

ing from the nature or spirit of the invention
or sacrificing any of its advantages.

Having now described our mventlon what.

we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

In a devlce of the character set forth the
combination with a coffin, of an air inlet pipe

leading from the inside of said coffin to the

this construction it will be
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changes may be made therein without depart-
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surface of the earth, and provided about mid- [ corpse the said bar is pulled out of engage-
way of its length Wlth a globe in which dis- | ment with said spring, and the alarm is actu»-

infecting substances are pl:;wed an electric | ated, substantially as and for the purpose de- 153

battery in said coffinand an alarm or annun- Scubed
5 ciator on the outside of the earth in eirecuit|{ In te%timom whereof we have signed this

with said battery, a circuit closer on the in- SpE‘GlﬁC‘LthD in the presence of twa subserib-
side of said coffin, consisting of a flat spring | ing ﬁ*ltnescae?-,

adapted to throw in contact the circuit ter- | FRANZ EGERLAND.
minals, a bar fornormally holdingsaid spring | JOHN M. FREESE.

10 outof engagement with said cir Gmt terminals, Witnesses: |
having (,mds attached thereto and to the - G H. Kinanp, - -

corpse, wher eby upon the movement of the WM. I'UERSTE.
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