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UNTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ADRIAN 0. ABBOTT, OF HUDSON, MICHIGAN.

VOTING-MACHINE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 534,239, dated Febiuary 12, 1895,
Application filed November 1, 1803, Berial No, 489,714, (o model)

Do all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ADRIAN O. ABBOIT, &
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Hudson, in the county of Lenawee and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Voting-Machines, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to a machine, wherein
are arranged a series of slides, representing
various oifices to be filled or questions to be
answered, and containing the names of va-
rious candidates for the offices or answers to
the questions, adapted to be shifted at will
to bring any part into registering position,
and in combination with mechanism for reg-
istering the vote. The slides are provided
with a series of sefs of registering devices,
which are associated with the names of the
candidates to be voted for, or questions to be
answered, and which can only be actuated

- when brought into the registering position,
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zo tions to be voted on.

and when located in such position, the regis-

ter on any slide which is thus located, can be
operated to register one vote. The indicat-

‘ing devices of the registers always announce

the aggregate of votes cast for any candidate.
When avote isto be registered the slides are
manipulated until all the candidates to be
voted for or answers to questions to be given
(or blanks for those offices or questions not to
be included) are grouped in the registering
line, after which the push-rods of the grouped
registering devices are depressed. Suaitable
details of construction are also embodied to
make the device more convenient and expe-
ditious in operation. .

The invention will be fully described with
reference to thie accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figurel isa plan view of myimproved vot-
ing machine. Figs, 2 and 3 are respectively
partial longitudinal and transverse sections
of that shown in Fig. 1, on an enlarged scale.

1 represents a frame 1n which are mounted
a number of siides 2 having a series of point-
ers 2* and movable longitudinally between
parallel guides 3. These slides are suitably
inseribed on their faces with the names of
persons to be voted for or answers to ques-
There 1s a registering
line X—Y in the machine and the slides may

| may be brought into said line.

of dials.

s

The subject-
matter shown on the slides is that appropri-

ate for electing candidates, one slide being 55

engrossed with the names of the parties, while
on the others are enumerated the different
offices to be voted for and the candidates for
said office. If a straight ticket, thatisto say,

one naming all the regular candidates in a 6o

particular party, is to be voted for, then the
slides are moved simultaneously until the roll
of candidates for the offices 1s brought into
the registering line.

In order to facilitate moving the slides, I 65

provide a bar 9, which has bearing 6 on a rod
7 and earries an arm 3 which 1s adapfed to
engage all of the slides and upon which is
mounted a handle or knob 9 for moving it.

10 represents a stop on the rod 7 for limit- 7o

ing the movement of the bar o.

11 represents the registering opening be-
tween the guides, opposite which the names
are brought for registering.

In order, after registering, toreturn all the 75

slides to normal position, a second bar 17 hav-
ing bearing 18upon therod 7 1s provided and
this bar 17 has an arm 19 which is adapted
to engage all the slides 2 when forced against

them byits handle 20. The bar17 islikewise 8o

limited in its movement by the stop 10. '"T'he
bars 5 and 17 have bearings upon the same
rod 7; but they are so formed that they over-
lap and each freely slides independently of
the other.
ends by retaining bars 3.

35 represents groups of dials located on the
slides 2, for registering units, tens, hundreds,
thousands, &ec., of votes. 'T'hese groups of

dials are geared together in series in such a go

manner that each one 1s advanced one step
after the one behind it has completed a revo-
lution, and each group is associated with a
name of a candidate, and operated through

the medium of a push-rod 36, kept normally g5

in elevation by a spring 37 and having pawl
338 and ratchet 39 connection with the group
On their lower ends, the push-rods
have hooles 40, which normally abut against

the base-plate 41 of the frame and make itim- 100

possible todepress the rod and register a vote,
but when the slide carrying any push-rod is
shifted to bring the rod above the registering

be manipulated so that any portion of them I opening 11, then the rod can be depressed

The arms are guided at their free 8y
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and a voteregistered. Inordertopreventre-| bar having a bearing on the rod and an arm

peating, the hook 40, when projected through | for returning the slides to normal position;
the opening 11, engages the edge of the plate | the slides bemn' movable bodily, and inde- %>
41 and retains the push-rod in its depressed | pendently, latemlly of the frame to bring the

r position until released by a spur-wheel 42, | other names than those of a party into align-
under tne control of the officer in charge. ment; substantially as deseribed.

It will be understood that the opening 11 3. The combination ¢of the guides, a slide
extends transversely across the machine and | moving laterally between said guides, pro- 7g
each slider may be manipulated to bring one vided with a series of independent register-

1o Of 1ts push-rods thereover. ing deviees, arranged longituadinally thereof,

1o facilitate registering after the parts of | each having a push-rod for operating it in-
all the slides have Dbeen grouped over the | dependently of the other devices and means
registering opening, a transverse bar 43 ig | located over the registering line of the ma- 8o
mounted above theopening andisof such con- | ehine for operating the push-rods; substan-

15 struction and so arranged that through it all | tially as described.
the push-rods thereunder may been a,n*edwnd 4, The combination of the guides, a slide
depressed simultaneousliy. Kach hooL 40has | moving laterally between sald guides and
beneath it a releasing spur-wheel 42 and all of promded with a series of independent sets of 85
these spur-wheels are mounted upon a com- | rogistering wheels, arranged longitudinally

20 mon shaft 44 under the control of the officer 'thereo each s ﬂtha,vnm a nmh red for ol)el'm-
so that he may simultaneously release all of | ing it mdepe_ dently of the other s ots, and
the depressed pusih-rods. The bar 43 has a | means located overthe regis teriuwlim of the
central handle 45 and 1s kept normally in ele- | machine for operating the. push-rod; substan- go
vation by springs 46 under its opposite ends. | tially as described.

25 The numbers of the registering dials 35 5. The combination ¢f the guides, & slide
brought to position can be seen at all times | moving laterally between said guides, having
through the openings 47 unless it is desired | a serieg of names or answers, and a series of
to coneceal them. independent sets of registering wheels, ar- g5

My guide-frame, slides, and slide shifting | ranged longitudinally tha_,reof each set being

3o devices as combined and arranged are adapt- associated with a name or enswer and Pro-
od to be used with other indicating machines vmed with a push-rod for operating it inde-
such as recording machines as well as with | pendently of the other sets and means lo-
registering machines, cated over theregistering line of the machine 100

The term registering mechanism used in | for opsrating the push-rods; substantially as

3¢ theclaimsisintended to cover those machines ﬂf'eub d.
forming a permanent record known as record- 6. The combination of the guideg, a slide
ing devices. moving laterally between said nmde ¢, Pro-

Having thus described my invention, the | vided with a series of mtle*)endent register- rcs
following 1s what I claim as new therein and | ing devices, arranged lon glthdla&ﬂf thereof}

40 desirs 1o secure by Letters Patent: each hwmg a push-rod for eperating it inde-

1. A voting machine comprising a frame ! pendently of the other devices and meansfor
having parallel guides, a transverse opening | preventing the operation of the push-rodsex-
ektending across the frame, and a registering | cept at the registering line of the machine; 110
iine, a series of slides, one slide containing | substantially as deseribed.

45 the names of the parties tc be selected al | 7. Tho combination of the guldes, a slide
will and voted for, and the other slides con- | moving laterally between said guides and
taining the names of the oifices to be filled | provided with aseriesef independent sets of
and the names of the candidates for the of- | registering wheels, arranged longitudinally 115
fices to be selected at will and voted for; said 1311@1‘@01’:,r sach set having a pnsh rod for operat-

go slides being bodily and mdependently mov- | ing 1t independently of the other sets, and
ablelaterally oi the frame between the guides, | means for preventing the operation of the
and having a series of points to indicate the | push-rodsexcept at the registering line of the
alignment of any of the names of the parties ;| machine; substantially as deseribed. | 120
“and any of the names of the candidates across 3. The combination of the guides, a slide

55 tho registering line over the transverse open- | moving laterally between said guides, having
ing, registering mechanisin ¢o-operating | a series of names or answors, and a series of
therewith and means for operating the regis- | independent sets of registering wheels, ar-
tering inechanism;subst ntmll“&u desci Ibei ranged longitudinally thereof, cach set being 123

2. A voling machine comprising a frame | assocciated with a name or answer and pro-

6o having nmdes and a registering line, a series | vided with & push-rod for operating it inde-
of ¢11dﬂs one slids eontmmno the names of | pendently of the other sets, and means for
the partie 3, and the other 1iues containing | preventing theoperation of the push-rods ex- .
the names of the offices and the names of the cept at the registering line of the machine; 130

candidates for theoifices,the rod, a bar hav-| substantially as deseribed.

6t ing a bearing on the rod and an arm for ad- 9. T'he combination of & series of slides
7aneing theuhdesbedlly acrosstheregistering | sach having names or answers to be selected

at

line over the fransverse opening, a SGGOHdi

will, and a series of suitable registering
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devices mounted on and moving with said
slides, each of sald registering dewces heing
assocmted with aname or answer and adapted
to be operated when it is moved into regis-
tering position, and suitable operating mech-
anism; substantially as described.

10. The combination of a series of slides,
each slide having names or answers to be se-
lected at will, a,nd a series of sets of register-
ing wheels, ea,ch set of registering wheels be-
ing associated with a name or answer and
adapted to be operated when if i8 moved into
registering position, and suitable operating
mechamsm substantially as described.

11. The combination of a series of inde-
pendently movable slides, each having a se-
ries of sets of registering wheels and adapted
to be moved into reg 1ster1n position, and
suitable operating meehanism; substantially
as described.

12. The combination of a series of inde-
pendently movable sliGes, each having a se-
ries of sets of registering wheels, and adapted
to be moved into ren'lstermg position, and
suitable operating mechanism for each set of
registering wheels, means for rendering the
opef'atmfr “mechanism inoperative when out
of registering position; substantially as de-

Gl‘lbed

13. The combination of a series of inde-
pendently movable slides each having a se-
ries of sets of registering wheels, and adapted
to be moved mto l*eﬂ'lsterm position, suitable
operatmo' meehamsm for eaeh set of register-
ing wheels, and means for operating one set
of refrlstermo* wheels of each slide simultane-
oubly ; substantlally as described.

14. The combination of a series of inde-
pendently movable slides each slide having a
series of independently acting 1'eglstennw
mechanisms and names or answers associated
with each registering mechanism and each

- slide adapted to be moved laterally into reg-

45
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istering position, and means for operating
simultaneously the registering mechanisms
which are in registering position on each ot

‘the series of slides, substantially as described.

15. The combination of a series of inde-
nendently movable slides each slide having a
series of independently aecting remstennn
mechanisms and names Or answers assoemted
with each registering mechanism and each
slide adapted to be moved laterally into reg-
istering position, means for operating simul-
taneously the registering mechanisms which
are in registering position on each of the se-
ries of slides, and means for moving the slides
into registering position in unison; substan-
tially as described.

16. The combination of a series of inde-

pendently movable slides having a series of
sets of registering wheels and adapted to be
associated at a registering position, suitable
operating mechanism and means for locking
the operating mechanism at each operation
and meansfor unlocking the registering mech-
anism, substantially as described.

=)

17. The combination of a series of inde-
pendently movable slides having sets of reg-
istering wheels and normally out of 1"eﬁlster
ing posﬁmn and means for moving the slides
bodily into registering position; the slides be-
ing free so as to be moved smyly over the reg-
istering position; substantially as described.

18. The combination of a series of inde-
pendently movable slides, having registering
devices, the arm for moving the Shdes into in-
dicating position, the arm “For returning the
slides to place after registering, and suitable
operating mechanism, substantially as de-
seribed.

19. The combination of a series of inde-
pendently movable slides each containing
names or answers to be selected at will and
registering devices and adapted to be associ-
ated at aregistering position,thearm for mov-
ing the slides intc registering position, the
arm forreturning the slides to place after reg-
istering, and 5111table operating meehamsm
SHbSt&Dtlcﬂl}? as described.

20. The combination of a series of inde-
pendently movable slides, each contalning
names or answers to be associated with the
names and answers of each of the other slides
at will, and adapted to be assoclated at a reg-
istering position, the arm for moving theslides
into registering position, and Saltable regis-
tering mecha,msma mounted on the slides and
GO-Operating therewith; substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

21. The combination of a series ol inde-
pendently movable slides each containing
names or answers, to be selected at will, aud
adapted to be associated at a registering posi-
tion, the arm for moving the slides into reg-
istering position, the arm for returning the
slides into place after registering a vote, and
suitable registering mechanisms mounted on
the slides and co-operating therewith; sub-
stantial]_y as and for the purpose set forth.

22. The combination of a series of inde-
pendently movable slides, the arm for moving
the slides together and suitable registering
mechanisms mounted on the slides and co-op-
erating therewith; substantially as and for
the purpose set fmth

23. The combination of the frame having
cuides, the series of slides, movable between
the guides, carrying sets of dials having num-
bers, and geared together, the push-rods asso-
ciated with each set of dials, the pawl and
ratchet connectious between the push-rods
and the first dial of each set of dials and
means foroperating simultaneously the push-
rods placed in registering line; substantially
as described.

24. The combination of the frame having
gnides, the series of slides, movabhle between
the guides, carrying sets of dials having num-
bers and geared together, the push-rods asso-
clated with each set of dials, the pawl and
ratchet connections between the push-rods
and first dial of each set of dials, and the bar

| Tor depressing the push-rods when brought
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into registoring position; substantially as de-
seribed.

25. The combination of a frame having
guides and a base- -plate formed with a regis-
termo opening, the series of slides momble
between the 0111{:1@5 carrying setsof dials hav-
ing numbers and ﬂ‘eared tc}netheﬂ the push-
mds having hooks, and assoemted with each
set of dials, the pawl and ratchet connections

| between the push-rodsand dials and the shaib e

located beneath the registering opening hav-
ing spur-wheels for dlsenﬂ*wmw the hooks
from the base-plate; subst&ntmlly as de-

scribed.
ADRIAN O. ABBOTT.
Witnesses:
FRANK G. WHITBECK,
L1iwis C. RICHARDS.
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