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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, GEORGE C. FERGUSON,
- & citizen ‘of the United States, residing at
Odell, in the county of Gage and State of Ne-
5 braska,haveinvented a new and useful Boot-
Jack, of which the following is a specification.
~ This invention relates to an improvement
In that elass of boot-jacks which are hinged
to the mold or base board of the room in which
10 they are arranged, and are adapted to fold
against the wall when not being used; and it
consists in certain peculiar features of con-
~struction, and combination and arrangement
of parts as will be more fully described here-

15 inafter and finally embodied in the claims.
The prinecipal object of the invention is to
provide the boot-jack with a receptacle for
dirt and dust, which may be gathered from
the boots of the user, and to provide means
20 whereby this receptacle may be emptied with

ease. | *

A further object is to so construct

: the ap-
pliance that

1t will operate with more effi-

ciency in other respects, so that it will fold |

25 against the wall of a room without undue
o1se or injury to either the boot-jack or the
wall, and so that it may be rested upon the

floor in the operation of withdrawing the boot
without any difficulty. -
30 Intheaccompanyirgdrawings: KFigurelrep-
~ resents a perspective view of a boot-jack con-
structed after the manner of my invention,
~and showing it in operative adjustment,
- though swung into engagement with the wall ;
35 Fig. 2, a similar view, showing the boot-jack
| 1n a position which will permit its use in with-
drawing the boot; Fig. 3, a section taken
through the appliance when in the position
of Iig. 1 and on a vertical line; Fig. 4, a de-
40 j:ail perspective of the removable dirt-collect-
Ing or receiving cup; Fig. 5, a cross-section
taken on the line x—x of Fig. 3, and illustrat-
ing the preferred mode of constructing the
boot-jack; Fig. 6, a view illustrating a modi-
45 fied arrangement by which the boot-jack may
besecured to the wash or base board of aroom.
The reference numeral 1 indicates the wall
of the room within which my boot-jack is
shown as being arranged, and 2 the wash or

1 base board. thereof. " The baseboard 2 is of 50

that class which projects out from the wall,

_all of which will be understood.

3 indicates the body of the boot-jack, which
consists, preferably, of two or more wooden
sections joined to each other by bolts 4 pass- ¢
ing transversely through them, as may be
seen by reference to Fig. 5. The body por-
tion 3 is of a thickness equal to that of the
base-board 2, and is hinged to the upper edge
thereof, by means of the hinge 5, which per- 6o
mits the body to rest snugly against the upper
edge of the base-board when in the position of
Kigs. 1 and 3. ; -

The hinge 5 is provided with the coiled
springs .6, which are so arranged that they 65
will give the body a normal tendeney to a
vertical position, or to that which is shown in.
the first and third figures. |

T'he construction and arrangement of the
hinge 5 and springs 6 may be of any suitable vo
kind, since this is not essential to my inven-
tion. | -

Formed in the body portion 3, and extend-

Ing and oceupying the major portion thereof,

1S the opening 7, which is substantially kite- 7z
shaped in form, and which has its point 8 lo- -
cated directly adjacent to the free end of the
body portion, or to the small end thereof,
while the sides of the body portion are made

to extend substantially parallel with the sides 8o

of the opening 7, thus giving the body por-

tion a similar shape.
9 Indicates the dirt-collecting and receiv-
ing pan, which is formed of sheet metal, pref-

erably tin, and which is permanently secured 8z

to the outer side of the body portion and
around the edges of the opening 7. This pan
conforms in shape to that of the opening 7,
and has its outer end formed with a beveled
portion 10, which has for its purpose to per- go
mit the body portion to squarely engage the
floor of the room, as shown in Fig. 2. The
purpose of this pan is to collect all dirt and
dust which may be -knocked off of the boot of
the user. | | - _
The lower or inner end of the pan 9 is left
open, so that the dirt and dust whiech it con-
tains may pass therethrough and into the cup
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~11. Theecup1lisalso formed of sheet metal,
~ and is of a rectangular shape and adapted to

receive the open lower end of the pan Y, so as

to form a close connection therewith. ‘T'he
open end or mouth of the cup 11 is formed at
one side with a shortened portion 12, which
is provided to lie adjacent to the outer side
of the body portion, since it would be impos-

. sible for this particular edge of the cup to

idly secured to each side of the eup 11 are the

ing hooks 13, which are adapted to co-oper-

ate with eyes 14, fixed to the body portion 3,

directly adjacent to the eup 11. By these

means the cup may be secured in place at the -

~open lower end of the pan 9 and yet removed

20

when it is desired to empty its -contents.

To prevent the body portion

"~ so that it will be made to engage the wall

30
- vent the latter from touching the wall.
~ In the use of myinvention, supposing that |

it is desirous to withdraw a boot, and that the
- appliance is in the position shown in Fig. 1,
all that will be necessary for the user to dois
~ todraw the body portion down to the position
~ of Fig. 2,in which position it may be held by
~ placing the toe of one foot thereon.  T'he re-

35
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55

when the body portion swings up, and to pre-

maining foot of the user may now be inserted
into the opening 7 and the heel moved down
toward the point 8 thereof, which will bind
with the boot and make it possible to with-
draw the foot therefrom, as will be understood.
The position of the user’sfeet may now be re-
versed and the remaining boot be withdrawn;
When the use of the boot-jack has been fin-
ished, the body portion may be released and
it will return to its normal position, that of
Fig. 1. |

Fig. 6 illustrates a method of attaching the

pass beyond thelower edge of the pan 9. Rig-

i

TFixed to the free end of the body portion 1, |
and on the outer side thereof, is the button.
15, which is provided to facilitate grasping
the body portion and to help in drawing it
‘down to the position of Fig. 2.
from foreibly
‘engaging the wall 1, from injuring the same,
‘and from making a disagreeable noise, the |

~ pad 16 is provided, which is rigidly secured
- to the inner and free end of the body portion

534,085 -

way as illustrated in Figs. 1, 2, and 3.

| tion or the boot-jack in substantially the same

' Tt will be observed that the capability of

| collecting and retaining all dirt which may
be knocked from the boots isa valuable one,
and that the cup 11 provides a most conven-
ient and effective means for removing said
dirt and dust. It will also be observed that
the boot - jack is simple in construction and (
capable of inexpensive manufacture.

s

 Various changes in the form, proportion,

inwardly-extending and downwardly-open- ‘and arrangement of the parts of my invention
| may beresorted to without departingfromthe
substance thereof. Therefore I desire it un-
derstood that I am not restricted to the pre- -~ =
cise construction herein shown, but amen-
titled to allsuch variations as come within the

above definition. | L
“Having deseribed the invention, I elaim—

‘removable cup secured over said open end,
substantially as deseribed.

2. A boot-jack comprising

the combination
“of a body portion adapted to be hinged to the
| base-board of a room and having a tapering =
opening therein, a dirt-receptacle secured to. -
‘the body and on one side thereof and sur-
rounding the opening, the dirt-receptacle -

. . o - . 4w 5
1. A boot-jack comprising the combination 7

of a body portion adapted to be hinged tothe .
‘base-board of a room, and formed with a ta-
{ pering opening therein, a dirt - receptacle se-
‘cured to the body at one side thereof and ex-
‘tending around the opening therein, the lower
end of said dirt-receptacle being open, and a

8¢

, 1o AL Lacié go
“having an open lower end, and a cup remov-

“ably secured at said open lower end of the o

dirt-receptacleand provided oneachside with =

a hook adapted to operate, respectively, with. —

eyes or staples secured to the body portion,
substantially as described.

3. A boot jack consisting of a board having
therein a tapering opening, ecapable of receiv-
ing the boot, a dirt receptacle secured to the
under side of the board and embracing the
opening, one end of the dirt receptacle being
open, and a cup fitting removably over and
closing the said open end of the dirt recep-
tacle, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

body portion to the base-board when said | the presence of two witnesses.

board lies flush with the surface of the wall,
and this consists in providing a supplemental
plate 17, to which the hinge 5 is attached.
The plate 17 is, in turn, rigidly secured tothe
base-board, thereby mounting the body por-

'

GEORGE C. FERGUBSON.,

Witnesses:
GEORGE BASINI,
FLETCHER MILLER.
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