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Be it known that I, JamEs W. SNEDEKER,

a citizen of the United States, residing at De-
troit, county of Wayne, State of Michigan, |
have invented a certain new and useful Im-

provement in Wire Fences and Stays There-
for; and I declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-

which form a part of this speci-

My invention relates to an 1improved wire
fence and analogous articles, and pertains
more particularly to a novel stay for holdin o
the wires rigidly together. o

My invention ‘eonsists-of the eonstruction;

Inafter described and-claimed, and illustrated
In the accompanying drawings, in which— |

Figure1 is a side elevation of a wire fence
embodying my invention. FFig. 2 is an en-
larged view in side elevation showing two
fence wires,and one of my staysengaged there-
with. Fig. 3 is a horizontal section on the
line 3—3 Fig. 2, showing the stay in position |
before it is compressed into its permanent po-'|
sition.  Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the
Stay In position.when compressed into place.
in side elevation, a modifi-

of one of the stays showing the inner face

thereof, the wires A, B being shown in a

crimped position. - -
I carry out my invention as follows:

- Aand Brepresent two fence wires crossing |-
one another, preferably at right angles.

C
represents one of my improved stays engaged '
therewith. Thisstayisconstructed with four |
projecting arms ¢, C?, C3, C4 The extremi-
ties of these arms terminate in curved hooks ’
¢’y C% 3, ct o | R
C®is the center of one of my improved stays.
From said center, C% the arms are curved out- |
ward therefrom, in the normal construction
of the stay, as indicated more particularly in |

Fig. 3. The arms are also provided with an
additional curve to form the hooks at their
extremities. The stay shown in Figs, 2, 3

s

—

| malleable ca'sting. It will be perceived that

the hooked ends of the arms will engage about
the wires A, B. Thus the arms C’ and C8 en-
gage the wire A on opposite sides of the wire

B, while the hooks of the arms C? and C4 en-
gage the wire B on opposite sides of the wire A.

_ Fig. 3 as above described, shows the stay G
1n its permanent engagement with said fence

wires, in which position, however, the wires
might slip  through the hooked ends of said
arms. After the stay is in place, as shown in

Fig. 3, force is applied by a suitable instru--

ment to compress the stay into closer relation
to the fence wires, bringing the center C5 of
the stay adjacent to the overlapped wires,
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while also the curved .arms are straightened -

[ out by the compression to a suitable extent

to firmly clamp the stay upon the wires. In

80 compressing the stay into place, the wires

also may be bent as indicated in Fig. 4, and

the hooked ends set snugly on the wires.

~ Instead of making the stay of a malleable

casting, it may be stamped out of sheet metal,

such a construction being shown in Fig. 5.
When thestay hasbeen so compressed upon

the wires, itisevident that the wires are firmly

locked in connection therewith and held im-

movable. | -
The stay is of neatand tasteful appearance.
A stay is designed to be applied at each
crossing of the wires making the fence very
strong and durable and also very ornamental
in appearance. -
The stay is easily and quickly applied and
the whole construction of a fence so formed

{ 18 simple and economical.
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When the stayis stamped from sheet metal

or cast, the inner face of the center CP is pref-

erably made concaved, as indicated more par-
ticularly in Fig. 6, permitting the wires where
they cross one another to be erimped the one
upon the other into the concaved face of the
stay whereby they are the more effectually
held in rigid position. = .

It will be perceived that the construction
of the stay and the manner of its engagement
with the wires, are such as to allow for any
contraction or expansion without any dimi-
nution of the firmness of the stay in its en-
gagement therewith. The hooksat the ends

of the arms are lateral, as will be perceived.
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The stay may be used upon farm, garden | compressed upon said wires, substantially as

and office fences, gates, and for office work
cenerally. -
What I claim as my invention is—
¥ 1. A fence stay formed with a center
and arms ¢/, C?, C8, C4, projecting to one side
the center and having hooked ends to engage
the fence wires, substantially as set forth.

15

9. The combination with fence wires A, B,
ro crossing one another,of a stay formed witha

central portion C* to overlap the crossed wires,

and with outwardly projecting arms C’, C?,

(3 C4, having hooked extremities to engage

each of said wires at each side of said central
18 portion, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination of fence wires A, B, of

a stay formed with a center C°and with arms
C’, C% C3, C* eurved away from said center
and terminating in lateral hooks to engage

20 said wires, said arms and hooks clamped or

set forth.

4. A fence stay constructed with a center
(5 and with arms C/, C%, C?% C* having hooked
extremities, one face of the stay being con- 25
caved, substantially as set forth. S |

5. The combination with fence wires A, I3,
of a stay formed with a center C° concaved
on one of its faces, and with hooked arms C’/,
C2, (3, C! engaged with said wires, sald arms 30
clamped upon said wires and said wires

crimped into the concaved face of the stay,
‘substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-
tion in the presence of two witnegses.

JAMES W. SNEDEKER.

Witnesses: |
MARY A. MARTIN,
N. S. WRIGHT.
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