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UNITED STATES
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—

JOSEPIH HON, OF NAPOLEON, KENTUCKY.

BOOK-

INDEX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 533,811, dated February 5, 1890.

Application filed June 5, 1894,

—————

Herial No, 513,686, NWo model))

To all whom it may conceriu:

be it known that I, JosEPH HON, a cilizen
of the United States, residing at Napoleon, in
the county of Gallatin and State of Kentueky,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Book-Indexes; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, elear, and
exact descriptionof the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.
- This invention has relation to certain im-
provements in the art of indexing books, and
consists 1n certain peculiarities in book-in-

dexes, substantially as hereinafter deseribed

and particularly pointed outin the subjoined
claims.

~ One object of the invention is to reduce
the time and labor required to find and tarn

- to a particular section, chapter, page or word

20

of Dbooks, such as the Holy Bible, diction-

~ary, &c.

30

35

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an index which will enable any desired
section of the book to be turned to without
requiring the user to turn the book endwise
and observe the names of the secfions in or
at the ends of the several notches and which
will dispense with the necessity of printing
thenames of the sections ontheseveral pages
of the book and on the outer side of the cover
thereof. o

These objects are accomplished by the con-
structions illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figurelisaperspective viewof a Bible, em-

- bodying the invention, said Bible beingshown

40

45

- 50

as closed and as having one end of the cover
removed to show the noteches 1n the top of the
book. Iig.2 is an edge view of the same,
showing the notches in the bottom end of the
book. Iig. 3 is a perspective view of a Bible,
closed. Fig.4 is a view of the Bible, opened
at a place nearthe commencement of & section
thereof. Kig. b isa view of the Bible opened
at the middleof a section. Fig. 6 1isa view of
the Bible,opened at the end of a section, said
Bible being shown as having a modified form
of cover. Fig. 7 is a view of a closed Bible,
looking at the side therecof which 1s opposite
that seen in Ifig. 1, and showing on said cover

l end of the book, which strips, however, need
not be employed. FIig. 8is a plan view of &
Bible opened at the center of a section, and
shows the manner of indexing when the sec- 55
tion contains a number of * books,” as in parts
of the Bible. T'ig. 9 is a view of an opened
book, other than the Bible,embodying thisin-
vention as modified to apply thereto. 1Iig. 10
represents an index constructed in accord- 6o
ance with this invention, especially adapted
for dictionaries.

The same letters and numerals of reference
designatethesame parisin theseveral figures.

In carrying out this invention use is made 65
of thefeatures—not broadly new with me—of
- dividing the book into sections, each section
having in the end edges of the leaves form-
ing ift, a notch, A, and the name, or other
proper designation of said section printed,or 7o
otherwise suitably delineated on the part of
the leaf at the end of said notehr and exposed
thereby, and of forming the side edgesof the
leaves of therespective sections with notches,
A’, so disposed relatively to each other that y;
a plurality of the page, or other proper desig-
nationsof the leaves thereof, will be exposed
at once; whereby the section desired may
be quickly found, and turned to with one
operation, and the desired page of sald sec- 30
tion also be quickly found and turaned to.
Each of the principal noteches A (which refer
to the sections) preferably commeneces at the
center of its section, and the subordinate
notches, A/, which refer to the parts of the 85
sections, increase successively in number 1n
the pages of the respective sections, from the
beginning of the section (commencing, 6bvi-
ously at the top of the second leat of the sec-
tion) up to said center thereof, and then de- go
crease in number, step by step, from the cen-
ter to the end of the saction. Thus, it will
be seen that the book isopened at the center
of the particular section desired, instead of
at the end thereof, whereby the page,or other g5
designations of the whole of that section will
be exposed, and may be turned to with one
operation after the book has been opened at
the center of the section. Thus never more
than two operations are required to find and 1co
turn to any particular part of any section.

guide strips pointing to the notches in thel The arrangement, just described, of the
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noteches will be elearly understood by compar- | Book is open at any section the notch of each

1ng Figs. 4,5 and 6 of the drawings with each
other. |

In indexes as usually constructed it is nec-
essary to turn the book endwise and refer to

the names on or at the ends of the notches,
A, 1n order to turn to the particular section
containing said notch; or in other words, a
pre-requisite to being able to turn to any par-
ticular section is tolook at the several notches
themselves. It has been proposed to over-
come this disadvantage by printing on the
outside of thecovers of the book, letters cor-
responding with those printed in or at the
end of the notches, said letters on the covers
serving as guides by which the noteh desired
may be found when the book is closed, with-
out looking at the noteh itself, and also to
print opposite Lthe notches letters correspond-
ing with those seen when the book is shut,
which will obviate the necessity of looking
at the notches to find any particular section,
when the book isopen. Thisproposed means,
however, is very disadvantageous, owing to

the heavy additional expense incident to its !

]

use.

To gaintheadvantages of being able toturn
Lo any particular section of the book from
any place in the book, whether forward or
rearward of the section desired, and also to
find any section when the book is closed with-
out looking at the noteches themselves and
without requiring the names of the sections
to be delineated upon the pages throughout
the book is one of the principal objects of the
invention. Toaccomplish this object I have
shown two designating means in the accom-
panying drawings, one of said means being
intended for use when the book is open and
the other when the book is shut.. The for-
mer ot said designations consists of four lists,
each two of which lists consists of the names
or other proper designations in one half of
the book and each of the other two lists con-
sists of the names or designations of all the
sections in the other half of the book, said
lists being located one at each end of each
cover and having the names so arranged and

- located upon them that when the book is open

55

0o

05

the designations of one or the other list of

each pair of lists will be opposite the notches |

to which they respectively refer. The con-
struction and arrangement preferred by me
consists in extending somewhat the ends of
the covers of the book and in imprinting or
otherwise suitably delineating upon each ex-
tension at the top of the book a full list of
all the sections in the front half of the book
and upon each bottom extension a full list of
all the sectionsin therear half of the book, the
names, or rows of names, being opposite the
notches towhich theyrespectively refer and so
arranged upon the lists that whken the book is
open the names (or rows of names or designa-
tions) in the similar lists will be in reverse or-

|
|
|

of the ot¥er sections will be opposite one or
the other delineation referring to it, as clearly
shown in Figs. 5,6, 8and 10 of the drawings.
This form of designating means, however, is
not claimed specifically herein as it has been
made the subject-matter of a separate appli-
cation for patent filed by me November 14,
1594, and serially numbered 528,815, 'T'hese
extensions may be integral parts of the re-
malnder of the covers, as shown at B, Fig.
0, but to so construet them would, perhaps,
be disadvantageous in that the book would
take up considerably more space than abso-
lutely essential. I therefore prefer that they
shall be flaps, B/, flexibly connected, as by
the leather of the binding, with the prineipal
part of the cover, as shown in several of the

turned in at right angles with said prin¢ipal
part of the cover and parallel with the end
edges of the leaves of the book, and also
turned back so as to be in the plane of the
ends of the principal parts of the covers, as
shown. This construction hasthe additional
advantage of concealing the notches in the
ends of the leaves, when the book is closed.
The flaps are stiffened similarly to the other
parts of the covers, and therefore it becomes
necessary to provide a suitable means, such
as the fastener, b, shown in Fig. 3, at each
end of the book for locking them in folded
position, whichmeansisfurtheradvantageous
as 1t serves to keep the book from opening
accidentally.

The designating means intended to be em-
ployed wnen the book i shut consists of a
plurality of strips, (, one for each noteh A,
each affixed to the cover opposite its noteh,
some of said strips being longer than the
others, and each of them having the name of
the section referred to by the noteh to which
it points placed on or opposite to it. Where
one notch joinsor overlaps another, or where
a, noteh is parallel throughout a part orall of

1ts length with another notch, the longer

strip refers to the noteh farther from the
cover and the shorterstrip to the noteh nearer
the cover., Thus, if it 1s desired to turn to
“The Gospel According to St. Matthew ” the
user places his thumb in the noteh which is
opposite strip, 1, and nearest the cover, while
if he wishes to turn to “The Acts of the
Apostles” he places his thumb in the noteh
opposite strip, 2, which latter is made longer
than strip 1, because the notch to which it
refers extends to a point opposite to, and is
farther from the cover than the notch refer-
ring to “Matthew.” Thus,itwill be seen that
both the length and position of the strips
serve as guides indicating the position of the
notches to which they respectively point, and
they are therefore much more efficient than
the means heretofore proposed for this pur-
pose. 'Theyare also especially advantageous

der with respect to each other, sothat when the 3 for use in thick and narrow beoks and in

gures of the drawings, so that they may be
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other books having such number of subjects- | he will find therein the name of the section

matter to be separately designated that 1t
would be impractical or disadvantageous to
so arrange the notches that none will be par-
allel throughout all or a part of its length
with any other notch. The two designating
means above described may be used sepa-
rately or together without departing from the
spirit of my invention. The names of the
sections may also be imprinted on the leaves
of the book, at the top and bottom thereof,
as shown at 3 and 4, Figs. 5, 6 and 8 of the
drawings. |

Having thus given the above general de-
seription of the invention it will now be de-
scribed in its application to books of certain
different characters.

Inindexing the IHoly Bible—the New Testa-
ment of which is selected as the example—
according to this invention, each section con-

sists of about sixty pages, although this num-

ber may be varied when 4 single book of the

testament consists of a few more or less pages

than said number. Upon the parts of the
leaves exposed by the notches A’ when the
book is opened, is printed inlarge figures h
number or numbers of the chapter or chap-
ters commencing upon either-or both of the
two opposite pages, and in small figures the
number of the verse at the end of the oppo-
site page. If the user wishes to find the third
verse of the eighth chapter of St. Matthew,
the thumb is placed in the notch A marked

- “Matt.,” and the book opened to the page

35

~ the section. Iethen places histhumb or fin-

40

50
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npon which said name is imprinted, which
page is, as above stated, the central leaf of

ger in the noteh A’, marked “ 8 9—4 7 (as the
preceding namber “ 77 shows that the sev-
enth chapter ends at the bottom of the page
following the one upon which said number 7
is printed) and turns back the leaves which
are rearward thereof. When a singlesection
contains a numberof books, the names of all
of said books are printed upon the proper
places exposed by sald notches, A’, together
with the chapter and verse numbers,asshown
in FKig. 8. Thus, if the user wishes to find
the fifteenth verse of the second chapter of
Second Timothy, he places his thumb 1in the
notch opposite the column containing Tim-

othy, and opens the book to the center of said

section, (which in the present examples will
be the first page of “ Hebrews,”) and will find
exposed by the notches on the left hand side

of the book the names of the several books,to-
~gether with the chapter and verse numbers,

contained in said half of the section, and on
the right hand side the names of the book and
chapter and verse numbersin that sideof the
section.

If the user wishes to turnfrom a section at
the rear end of the rear half of the book toa
gsection in said rear half but forward of the
section already exposed, he casts his eye upon

to which reference is desired opposite the
noteh to which it refers; while if he desires

to turn from a section in the rear half of the -

book to a section in the front half thereof he
finds it by first looking at the list at the top
of the front cover and as the notches are op-
posite their respective designations the user
will have no difficulty in placing his finger in
the proper notch, notwithstanding that the
latter or the name within it is concealed from
hisview. |

When a section contains a plurality of
books of the Testament, the names of sald
books will be imprinted on the cover, exten-
sion thereof, or top and bottom of the page,
opposite the netch, in the regular order in
which said books come in the section.

It is extremely advantageous in indexing
the Bible, that each section consists of a sub-
stantially equal number of pages, rather than
to devote a single section to each book there-
of, and to imprint the names of the several
booksin the parts exposed by the sidenotches,
A’, as above described, because with such
construction the necessity for a multiplicity
of notches is avoided, without ereating liabil-
ity to confusion, and without increasing the
number of motions required to find any par-
ticular part of a book containing but few
pages.

The manner of indexing a dictionary 1n ac-
cordance with this invention isshown in I'ig.
10. The principal notches are placed so that
the book is opened at the center of the re-
spective sections, and each section is sub-di-
vided into six, more or less, subordinate sec-
tions, each of which has its separate series of

- side notches, A, and, upon the parts of 1fs

pages exposed Dby said notches, the words
which are at the heads of their respective
pages. Tabs, I, are placed in exposed posi-
tions, on the sides of the pages which divida
twosub-seetions,so that when the book isopon
at the end of the principal section the first

.3

/5

30

Qo0

95
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word of each page of the third and fourth sec- -

tions is seen, as are also the tabs which indi-
cate the other subsections, and by opening
the book at the page containingthe tab on the
left hand side, the words of the first and seec-
ond sub-sections will be seen; and, similarly,
by turning back the pages containing the tab
on the right hand side of the book, the words

at the tops of the pages of the fifth and sixth

sub-sections will beexposed. In the construe-
tion shown the tabsareexposed from the cen-

tral page of the section by forming the third

and fourth sub-sections with a notch at the
opposite ends of which said tabs are located.
Each of the principal sections is preferably
devoted to and contains all the words com-
mencing with the same letter of the alphabet
and upon the tabs above referred tc are de-
lineated the first and last words of the sub-
sections to which they respectively refer,

the list at the bottom of the front cover and i while the side notches expose the words at the

(15
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top of the respective pages.

of the dlctlonary may be quickly and easily
found.

Other data than that aboveset forth ma,} be |
used for facilitating ready reference without
departing from the & spirit of the invention.

Obviously, either or both of the above-de-
scribed designating means on the cover may
be employed with this form of index.

Although I have deseribed thisindex in its
particular application to dictionaries it will
be apparent that this is done for purposes of
illustration only, and that it is adapted for
use in books of various other classes and
presents a practical substitute for either of
the other forms of indexes herein deseribed.

In indexing books of types different from
those above mentioned, in which it is desired
to find page rather than “book,” chapter or
word, each section will preferably consist of
about forty pages, and upon theparts exposed
by the principal notches, A, is placed the
number of the page which is at the head of
satd section, and upon the parts exposed by
the side notches, A’, is placed the numbers of
every alternate pagein saidsection.
the user wishes to find page 55, he opens the
book at section marked “40,” in the princi-

pal notch A, as said section contains all pages

between forty and eighty, both inclusive.
Page 55 can then be turned to with a single
motion, by placing the thumb on the side
notch containing 54, and turning back the
leaves following the same.

From the above it will be readily seen that
an index ¢onstructed asabove deseribed con-
tains many advantagesover those heretofore

proposed, which will cause it to commend it-

self to those persons familiar with this class
of invention.,

- Having now described my invention, what
I believe to be new, and desire to secure by

Letters. Patent, and what I therefore claim,

'I ﬂ-—-—-—:—u

1. An mdexed book dx_wdedmtoaplurahty
of principal sections each of which is subdi-

videdinto a plurality of subordinatesections,

devices designating the centers of said prin-

cipal sections,and designating devicesforthe |

50 Sub-sections, said latter designating devices

being located at the page bounding two op-

Thus if

|
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Thus any word I posite sub-sections and being exposed from

‘the center of the prmelpal sectwn cach sub-
| section having a separate series of side
notches design ating its page, substantially as
described. |

2. Anindexed book,divided intoa plurality

of prinecipal sections each of which is subdi-
vided intoa plurality of subordinate sections,

devices designating the centers of the prin-
cipal sections, designating devices for the sub-
sections, said latter designating devices be-
ing located on the page bounding two oppo-
site sub-sections and being exposed from the
center of the principal section, said sub-sec-
tions having independent series of side
notches, and designating means on the cover
arranged opposite the principal notehes to
which they respectively refer, substantially
as deseribed and for the purposes set forth.

3. Anindexed book,dividedintoa plurality
of principal sections and formed with paral-
lel and approximately registering notches
designating said sections, said sections being
subdivided into subordinate sections having
independent series of side notches designat-
ing the pages thereof, and guide strips of un-
equal length registering with their respective
notches designating the principal sections,
substantially as deseribed.

4, An indexed book having ifs leaves pro-
vided with parallel and approximately regis-
tering notches designating its sections and
having its cover provided with guide strips
of unequal length registering with their re-
spective notehes, substantially as shown and
described.

5. An indexed dictionary, divided into a
number of principal sections, each having a
designating notch opening at the center of
the section, and said sections being sub-di-
vided and provided with exposed tabson the
pages bounding two opposite sub-divisions,
said. subsections having independent series
of side notches, substantially as shown and
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
JOSEPH IION.

Witnesses:
THOS. H. KIRBY,
ARTHUR VANICE.
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