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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

~ MORRIS McQUISTON, OF GREENSBURG, INDIANA.

HAN D-TRUCK;

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 533,605, dated February 5, 1895,
Applieatien filed October 29, 1894, Serial No. 527,165, (o model. .

To all whom it ma 1/ COTLCOFTL:

Be it known that I, MORRIS MCQUISTON

a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Greensbmgg in the county of Decatur “and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Impwvements in Hand-Truecks;
and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact deseription of the in-

ventmn refelence being had to the annexed

drawmﬂfs, which form part of this speecifica-
tion.

This mventwn relates to those hand-trucks
which are capable of being turned up to an
erect position and then used for elevating
freight, baggage and other hea.,vy articles a
limited dlstance, and the principal feature of
my i1mprovement comprises a novel con-
struction that enables a ready application of
great power to the lifting devices, or “ jack,”
and without rendering it. too hea,vy and com-
plicated, the details of said construction be-
ing hereinafter more fully described.

In the annexed drawings—Figure 1 is a

front elevation of my hand-truck in an erect
position, to be used as a lifting-jack. Fig. 2
is a side elevation thereof. Fig. 3 is a verti-
cal section through the slide of the jack.

Fig. 4 18 a houzontal section of said slide.

Fw 5 18 a section of one end of the operating
lever detached from the jack.
The main frame of the truck proper con-

sists of a pair of parallel side- -pieces A, A’

united by end pleces B, B’ the piece B bemﬂ'

‘extended at 0, b/, to serve .as handles, and

the Sld@‘i A, A’ bemﬂ' provided with guides
a, a’, that confine a stide C to a proper path
'W}.thm said frame. This slide has a central,

longitudinal groove ¢, represented in Fig. 4,
whlch groove admlts a bar D, having ratehet

teeth d on its rear edge, the ‘ends of said bar

being secured to the eross pleces B, B/, in
any suitable manner. Attached to the'baek

of this slide is a guide or housmﬂ' E, having

an upper slot e, and a lower one¢’, the upper
slot being furnished with a pawl F. This
pawl 18 not caupled to the housing, but is
loosely fitted therein, so as to move back and
forth with perfect freedom, and is normally
held in engagement with the ratchet bar by
a spring G one end of the latter being con-
nected to a pin f that passes transvelselv
threu gh the pawl near its exposed end. Sit-

|

|

{ off said shoe.

nated between this pin, and the housing E,
is a hole f/, in said pawl, to admit a pin A,
that projectslaterally from an operating lever
H, which lever may be five or six feet long,
so as to afford a very great lifting power on
the jack. A'isa hole in this level to admit
pawl-pin f |

Pivoted in the housing K is a click or other
automatic stop I, of the shape represented,
one end of said click being carried through
the lower slot ¢’, and having a spring 2 at-

tached to it, for the purpose of keeping the’
effective end of said ehek in contact with the

ratchet bar D.
Projecting from the front of slide C, is a
shoe J of the proper size and shape to sup-

- port a barrel or box or other bulky package,

and, in addition to this shoe, said slide has a
pair of staples I, K’, to which the ends of g
chain or rope may be temporarily coupled,
to hold such articles as might be liable to roll
_ The side pieces A, A’ are se-
cured to stout metallic-bearings or feet L, L/,
having an axle M fitted to them, the axle be-
ing provided with a pair of wheels N, N’.
Furthermore, these feet are so shaped as to
be the sole suppmt for the truck when it is
in a vertical position, at which time the

wheels clear the grou nd,' as more plainly seen

in Fig. 2.

| O represents a leg, or a pair of legs that

prevent the devices F, I, striking the ground
when the truck is in ifs normal or almost hori-
zontal position, the lever I being then dis-

connected from the pawl F. Oon%equently,-

the truck can now be used as readily as any

other vehicle of a similar character, but when

a barrel or other heavy box or paek&_ge is to
be raised to the level of a wagon-bed or car
floor, the truck is stood erect, as seen in Figs.
1and 2, and the slide beinglowered, the barrel
is rolled upon the shoe J, and then the lever
H is coupled to the pawl I, in the manner
shown in Fig. 4. The lever is now worked
up and down, in the same way as a pump-
handle, and at every up stroke, the slide is
forced up a limited distance by the pawl F
coming in contact with the upper end of slot
e; but before a down stroke is commenced,
the lever must be pulled back a sufficient dis-
tance to disengage the pawl from the ratchet
bar, and then another up strokeis made, the
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