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To all whom it may concern.: |
Be it known that I, THOMAS W.LARWOOD,
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residingat

~_ (Jleveland in the county of Cuyahorra and
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State of O]JIO, have invented certain new and

useful Improvementsin Head-Protectors; and
I do hereby declare that the following isa f all,

“clear, and exact description of the mventmn,

Wthh will enable others skilled in the art to

which itapper tains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to head and ear pro-

tectors for foot ball players, and the mven- |

t10n consists in a. protector or head gear of

~ open-work or skeleton form and adapted {0
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fit the head and having cushioned parts, all

substantially "as shown and described and

-particularly pointed out in the claims.

Jn the accompanying drawings, qure 1is

a perspectwe view of my new and 1mproved

head gear or protector, in which all the parts
that bear upon the head and ears are cush-
ioned. Fig. 21s a modification of the gear

- shown in Fig. 1, in which only the ear straps |
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portmns of the gear are plain,

~ It is well-known to those familiar w1th the -_
popular sport of foot-ball that whatever its
original character may have been it hasnow
become an exceedingly. hazardous  game to
the person of the players, and that players

. are constantly subjected to more orless severe
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personal injury and especially abouf: the head,

face and edars where there is no clothing to*
protect. 1 have therefore canceived the in--
vention herem described,. which is deswned

to afford a perfect protectwn especmlly for:

“the head and-ears. . Atthe same time it does
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in no sense interfere with the most- perfect

freedom of movement and is sufficiently open
to avoid objection on ‘account of heé.t or close-
‘ness about the head and face.

To these ends the said protectbr of gear has

a-base portion A, which extends horizontally

-~ around the baseef the forehead and the sides
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~ ears to the back of the head, and the rear

j--ends thereof are shown here as connected by

a piece of elastic —2—, although this might

‘be a non-elastic piece and aaapted to button
atoneend. - The connection, however, should.

- .pe such as to hold the portmn A comfortably |
but elosely agamst the head The front to

0

of the head immediately over or above the

1
or guards are cushloned and the remalnmﬂ'[

"shield the head from injuries.
tion may, if desired, be used without the ear 90

tial element of protection.

of a horse shoe-and are. suspended from the

rear crown. portion B whmh passes baek over
the middle of thehead starts from the.center

or middle of portion A and telmmdtes on 53
about the same plane therewith at the rear.
and has a loop —3— through which the strap
—2— passes and to which “said end may be
fastened if preferred, but is shown here as
free to slide thereon. Another erown- por- 6o
tion C starts from -the base A just over the
‘ears and is connected to the erown portion B
at its crossing midway on the top. These
three porttons together constitute what 1s es-
sentially the head part of the protector, and 65

| as here shown are made up with leatherstraps

'forming the outside or frame-work of thepro-
tector and inside lining —5— of felt or other
soft and comfortable cushmmnb' material.
The leather straps on a'full s1zed protector 7o
are about one and a fourth toone and a half
inches in width and are united by stitching or
light rivets, and the lining or backing 5
‘has the same width and is a.bout half an ineh = .
in depth andis sewed or otherwise secured 75
to the leather. |
I do not of course limit myself toleather for.m'
the outside material, as a woverrstrap of suit-
‘able thickness and strennth might be used,
and the cushioning may e of such. quality
-and character as Wlll serve the purpose hav-
ing in mind all the time the pu rpose for which
it is-used. With this construction.there re-
mains much of the head that is not covered
gnd yet by reason of.the-location of the por-
tions A, B and C as shown and their width
and depth a gear is provided which hasbeen
demonstratﬁd tp be all that is required to

This construc-
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guards, but it would still lack a véry impar-
Hence, I have
shown the ear guards D. These guards are
made of the same material as the other parts .
of the gear and have the shape substantially 93

part A. Thecushioning —7— therein is pref-

..erably nearly or quite double the thicknoss or
depth of the other cushioning because'the ears
are very delicate and easily injured organs.

These side guards are of such size that. they-
not only melose the ear within their loop, but-
oxtend well forward on the cheek 10 more. or -
less cover the cheek bone and Wlth the por:
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Dase strap opposite each other and to the:

tion A unite to protect the temples.
chin straps —9— and —10— are connected
with the ear guards at their front edge, and a
button strap —12— connects them at the rear.
Thigstrap is not fastened until the gear is put

on,and when on and all the parts are disposed’

as shown 1t 1s held firmly in place.

In Fig. 2 I showa modifieation in which the
same construction of gear is present, but the
parts A’, B’ and ¢’ are not cushioned and the
guards D’ alone have cushioning —13—.
Thls affords a slight measure of protectmn to
the head, but a fall measure of protection to
the ear and is deeined sufficient by some play-
ers without the cushioning of the upper parts.
Chin straps —14— :__15*_.. and button straps
—16— are used here as in Fig. 1, and also

back straps —17— and loop -—-—-18-—-—- as therein.

"What I claim is—

- 1.- A head protector for foot ball players
‘constructed with a base strap of exible ma-

terial, a front to rear sirap extending from

tie flOﬂt of the base strap upward a,nd rear-

ward in a circle and having a flexible con-

‘nection therewith at its rear end a transverse
strap connected atits ends with the base str ap |
and to said front to rear strap at its intersee-

tion therewith, ear guards suspended from

said base strap and means connecled with the
said ear guards to engage about the chin and

neck and hold the protector in Wemmcr nosi-
tion, substantially as set forth.

2. As anew article of manufacture, a close-
ﬁttmﬂ' ‘head protector for foot ball pl:a,_; ers,

eonsisting of a flat base strap of flexible ma- |
terial, the curved flat front to rear strap fixed

to the base strap at its front end and having
1ts rear end substantially on a plane with the
front end, the flat eross strap curved to a
semi-cirele and having its ends fixed to the

The | front to rear stlap, all said stmps cushioned

on their inside, a flexible connection between
the ends of the base strap and the rear end
of the front to rear strap, the cushioned ear
protectors suspended from said base strap
and connecting guard straps at the front and
the rear of the ear protectors, substantially
as set forth,

3. As a new article of manufacture, -the
head protesdtor described, consisting of a base
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portion A and the cross portlom B and C,and -

all said parts cushmned on their 11191(1&, the

~elastic band —2— connecting the rear end of

the strap B with the base stmp. A, the cush-

| ioned ear protectors, the chin straps con-

nected with said ear protectors, and the back
neck strap —12-—, connected with the rear of
sald proteetors, substantially as set forth.

- 4, A head protector for foot ball players,

front to rear strap B fixed to the base strap at
1ts front end and curved to.a semi-cirele, a

curved flat flexible strap C at right angles to

the strap B and secured at its mlddle to sald
strap B and at its ends to the base strap A, a
flexible connection between the rearendof the
base strap B and the ends of the base strap A,

said straps A, B and C having cushions of uni-
form thickness over their inside and straps

suspended from the sides of said base strap
and parts connected therewith to engage un-
der the chin and at the back of the neck,
whereby the protector isheld onthe head, sub-
stantially as set forth.

Witness my hand to the forefronw specifi-
cation.

THOMAS W. LARWOOD, Jr.

Witnesses:
H. T\ I‘ISHER

GEORGIA SCH ABEFFER.
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6o
-consisting of a flat flexible base strap A, a
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