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To all whom it may concern:

oy

Be it known that I, PETER ZUCKRIEGEL, a

“citizen of the United States, and a resident of

Tell City, in'the county of Perry and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-

- ful Improvemen‘cs in Ballot- -Boxes, of which
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the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to prowde a
ballot box which can be readily arranged for
use and readily folded for shipping or stor-
age. Its object is also to provide a simple
means to secure and doubly lock the box
when unfolded or “set up ” for use.

I will first give a detailed desemptlon of
my invention referunn- for precision to the

accompanying dlamuﬂ‘s in which like parts |
are indicated by smulm reference letters

wherever they occur throughout the various
‘views, and will then pmtleulmly point outin

the 01&11118 the parts and combma,tlonsI hzw
invented.

Figure 1. is a perspective view of my bal-

lot box set up foruse. Onecorner of the end
panel i1s shown broken away to expose the
ogroove in theend rails which receive the end

panels and securely hold them. Fig. 2.1isa

transverse sectional view of the box folded
for storage or shipment.

Fig. 4.1s a transverse sectional view

plates. Fig. 5. is a pla,n view or inside ele-
vation of the female hasp plate.

edge elevation of hasp securing bars. Fig.
8. is a longitudinal sectional view of the in-
terlocked ends of a slightly modified form of
the bars. Iig. 9.1is a detail view in perspec-
tive of a portion of the unhinged edges of
the top and front meeting rails folded as in
Fig.2and upon a greatly enlarged scale show-
ing the hasp members in position.
Thetop, bottom, front and back sides of the
box are composed of paneled frames and have

‘their edges beveled at an angle of forty-five

degrees to form miter joints. “The frames are
all of the same length. The top and bottom
B, are of the same width so as to form a rect-

anﬂ'ular box when arranged for use as shown
in Flg 1. |

i ‘the groove.
transversely gained upon the opposite and
inside faces to embed the securing plates of
.the hasps, H and H’, the groove or gain being

Fig. 3. 1s a plan
view of the devices for holdmw the box in its.
unfolded p051t10n drawn upon an enlarged:
~ scale. |
taken throucfh the meeting rails of the box |
front and top and along the edge of the hasp

Fig. 6.isa |
~similar view of the male hasp. Fig. 7. 1is an

“opposite bar.

The side and end Walls of the frames A, B,
C and D have their inner edges grooved to
receive thin panels, and the frames are pref-
erably secured together by mortiseand tenon
joints. The box therefore is formed of four
paneled frames and the removable end pan-
els, K, which are held in grooves in the in-
ner faces of the frames when the box is closed,
as seen in Fig.1l. When the box 1s open,
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these panels are removed and placed be- o

tween the outside panelsof the frames A—C,

B—D, when the box isfolded back u pon 1tself
and I&Id out flat, as seen in Fig. 2.
The unhmﬂ'ed mitered edﬂ*es of the rails a

and c of the tOp frame, A, and front frame, C,
are longitudinally ga,med or grooved, form-
ingamortised opening when themeetmgedﬂ'es |
come together, through which the locking
bars, G‘r,'may be pa,ssed from opposite ends,

overlapping each other as they pass through
These meeting edges are also

deeper-across the mltered edge to receive the

slotted female portion of the hasp member,
H, and the staple or male of the hasp, H’,
which passes through the female member, the
inner faces of the haSp portions being prac-
tically embedded in the mitered edges below
the longitudinal groove, so as to allow the free
passage of the bars, through the hasps (of
‘which there are preferably three employed,)

to lock the meetmﬂ' edges together.
The locking bars (z, are ahke in construe-
tion each belng provided with a loop g, turned

at a right angle to the face of the bar, and

the opposite end of each is perforated to re-
ceive the yoke 2, of the padlocks I. Thebars
G are passed through the way formed by the
iongitudinal gainsin therailsa,c,and through
the staples A’, of the hasps, from the oppo-
site ends of the rails, the perforated ends of
each bar passing through the loop g, of the
Thelock-yokes arethen passed
through the perforations, in the ends of the

‘bars G,and locked in position. The lock yoke

passing through the perforation in one bar,
outside of the loup, g, in the bar, upon each

end, prevents the withdrawal of either bar
until both locks are removed. HRach lockre-.
quires a difterent key to open it.

After the
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box is setup for use as shown in Fig. 1. one | panels, hinges uniting three of said mitered

of the keys is given to the election officer of
one party and the other to the officer of the

opposite party, and as the box cannot be |

opened until both locks are removed, the pre-

sence of both officers is necessary, so that

the ballots ecannot be tampered with by one

meeting edges, the removable panels forming
the end closures of the box when set up, and
adapted to lie within the frames upon the

fixed panels when folded, the hasps, I and 6o

H’, of the fourth mitered meeting edge of said
frames, the plurality of locking bars to pass

party in the absence of the officer of the other. ( between said mitered edges and the loops of

To set up the box for use the frames are
unfolded or placed out flat, the end panels K,
placed in the grooves in the rails of the bot-
tom, the front, back and top folded around the
ond panels, the bars passed through the gains
in rails a, ¢, from opposite ends and locked
against retraction.

When the box is folded up as seen in Lig,
2. the end panels are placed upon the side or
top and bottom panels.

The sides, top and bottom of the box may
of course be made solid instead of paneled,
and if it is desirable to make the box “ knock
down’ instead of folding, loose pintled hinges
may be employed instead of the butt hinges
shown.

It is also obvious that the particular form
of hasps may be varied or even plain staple
plates be secured in the gains of rails a, c,
but the locking bars G, should have an en-
larged end to prevent them from being with-
drawn from either end so as to insure the
presence of two persons to prevent fraud
when the box is to be opened.

In the form shown in Kigs. 3 and 7 the en-

larged ends are formed by a separate loop or |

35 link, secured in the bent ends of the bar G,

40

by soldering or other well known means. In
the form shown in Fig. 8 the loops are inte-
oral with the bars, formed so by first punch-
ing a transverse slot through one end of each
of the bars, large enough to receive the
smaller end of the opposite bar, after which

" the slotted end is bent to the form shown.
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There are many minor changes that may
be made in the different parts by any skilled
mechanic after examining my invention and
I would hence have it understood that I con-
sider all such mechanical changes as within
the spitit and scope of my invention.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— |

1. In a ballot box, the combination of the
paneled frames forming the fop, bottom and
sides of the box, said frames having mitered
meeting edges, the inner end faces of said
frames being grooved to receive removable

|
)

the said hasps, and locks to hold the locking

bars together, substantially as shown and de- 65

seribed. |

2. The combination, in a ballot box, of the
paneled top, bottom and side frames having
mitered edges, the hinges secured upon the
mitered edges, uniting said frames, the ends
of said frames being grooved to receive re-
movable panels, removable panels fitting said
orooves and forming the end closures of the
box, the mitered locking edges of said box,
being longitudinally grooved to pass locking
bars from the opposite ends, hasps secured
upon the oposite locking edges, one maleand

the other female, to pass one through the

other across said meeting edges, the locking
bars having a loop at one end and a perfora-
tion at the opposite end, the perforated end
of each bar passing through the loop in the

opposite bar when the bars are passed through

the locking edges of the staples, and locksto
pass through the perforated ends outside of
the loops and lock the box, substantially as
shown and described.

3. The combination of the paneled frames,
A—B, C—D, having mitered edges and their
end faces grooved toreceive removable panels,
the hinges, I, secured upon the mitered edges
and uniting said frames, the removable end
panels adapted to fit grooves and form the
end closure of the box when set up, the lock-
ing rails a, ¢ of the panels A, C, being longi-
tudinally grooved and transversely gained
across said groove to receive locking hasps,
the locking bars, G, having loops, g, and per-
forated at their opposite ends, adapted to
pass through the mortise formed by the
groove in the locking rails and through the
hasps, staples to hold the locking edges to-
gether, and the padlocks passing through the
perforated ends of the locking bars outside

| of the loops, to prevent the retraction of the

bars, substantially as shown and described.
PETER ZUCKRIEGEL,

Witnesses:
GEO. J. MURRAY,
FRANK 8. DAVIS.
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