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To a,ZZ whom it may concern:
Be it known thatI, CHARLES A. ORTH a citl-

at Trenton, in the county of Mercer and Stete
of New Jersey, have invented certain newand
useful Improvements in Telephone-Indexes,

of which the following is a specification, refer-

ence being had therein to the aeeompa,nymg
drawings.

My invention relates to that class of tele-

phone indexes in which the names of the sub-
scribers to the telephone are alphabetically
arranged upon separate leaves, and such

leaves are so arranged that they can be read-

1ly turned over to disclose the name of any
subsecriber, and after be’ing. so tarned over
will be automatically held in place. To ac-
eomphsh this I employ the meehamsm shown

- in the acecompanying drawings.
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In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view,

but slightly in perspective, of myindex. Fw
2 18 a top view of the lower retaining plate
and of the lower bed plate. Fig. 3 is a front
view of the upper bed plate. Fig. 4 is a bot-
tom view of the same, and of the upper re-

- taining plate, and Fig. 5 is a front VleW of the

upper retaining plate.

- In the several drawings similar letters of |

- reference indicate sumler parts.
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In Fig. 1, A.indicates the several leaves of
the index. These leaves are clamped by
metal pieces A’. to rods B. These rods pass
behind the upper retaining plate C. and the

lower retaining plate D. a,nd rest in parallel
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grooves in the upper bed plate K. and lower
bed plate F. These bed platesI show fastened
by screws to a strip of board G. but the plates
can be fastened directly where the wall or

‘partition is of wood through such wall or par-

tition, without the use of the strip G. Thus
I form hinges uPon which the leaves A. can
turn freely.

In Fig. 2,is shown more clearly the means I
employ to keep the leaves A. in any desired
position. Into the top of theretairing plate
D. I cut V shaped grooves diagonally across
~said top and mtereeetmg at
These grooves I have designated D’ In this
view also are seen the tops of the parallel

- 50 grooves F’. in the bed plate F. in whwh lie

the lower ends of the rods B,
In Flg 3 E’ is the upper bed pla,te and E/

k
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!
!
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right angles.

E’ are the -:rrooves therein in which lie the
upper ends of the rods B.
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In Fig. 4, which is a bottom view of bed 55

show the bottom ends of these grooves As
shown-in.this drawing, the ends of the bed
plate K. curve slightly forward, and partially
embrace the ends of the upper 1etammﬂ' plate
C. and attached to these ends are lun's H.

‘These lugs show more clearly in Fig. 3.

In Flg 5, which is a front view, of the- -up-
per retammn" plate, I. I. are slots which per-
mit of the easy adjustment of the plate.
These slots are shown alsoin Fig. 1. By the
loosening of the screws K. K. shown in Fig. 1,
the washers K’. cease to press upon plate C.
and permit of the ready raising of that plate
and the eoneequeut release of the upper ends

of the wires B. and the removal of the leaves

A. or of any one of such leaves that may be
desired. These screws K. pass through the
washer K. ,retaining ple,te C.,upperbed plate
E. and euter the strip G. and serve to keep
them all in position. The lower bed plate F.

is provided with lugs F”’. and parallel grooves

F’. similar in construction to the lufrs and
grooves of upper bed plate H.

The operation of my mechanism is reedﬂy
understood. The names of subseribers hav-
ing been properly entered upon the leaves A.
these leaves are attached firmly by the metal

-pieces oreclips A’. to therods B. The ends of

the rods being laid in the parallel grooves,
the rete,mmg plate C.-is shoved down, the
screws K. are tightened, and the leaves are
thus held firmly in nlaee In using the index

it is often desirable to retain a, particular leaf

in position to be readily referred to. The
leaves being slightly shorter than the space

plate E. and upper retaining plate C., B’ B/,

bo
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between the two retaining plates,anyleafcan

be turned to the right or the left, the V shape
of the grooves D’. perm1ttmg it to rise out ef

such groove, and its own gravity requiring it

to fall to the bottom of the groove in which it
is next placed, and such gravity retaining it

automatically in such position. An examina-

tion of Fig. 2 will show that these diagonal

grooves are so placed with relation to the
wires B. that any leaf can be turned to either
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the right or left, and upon being so turned

will drop into a groove or all the leaves may
be turned together elther to the right or to
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the left, and each leaf will drop automatically

into its appropriate groove, and be held in
place. In addition the lugs H. H. F’/. F".
serve to prevent the leaves bein o thrown too

5 far to therear.
I am aware that other indexes have been

constructed having several leaves, each mov- .

able upon its own axis, and I do not claim

broadly such construction, but I ain not aware

10 of any index in which the leaves each auto-

‘matically lock in the position where placed _

either right or left.

What I claim as my mventmn, and desire

fo secure by Letters Patent, is—
r5 1. Inatelephoneindex, the leaves A. hinged

and having vertical play upon their axes in-
combination with diagonal series of grooves.
adapted to lock said leaves by means of their
own gravity, substantially as shown and de-

2c Scribed.

2. In a telephoneindex, the leaves A. hinged
and havingvertical play upon their axes com-
bined with a right hand diagonal series of
grooves, and a left hand diagonal series of
grooves, adapted to lock said leaves by means 25
of the gravity of said leaves, either to theright

or left, substantially as shown and described.

3. Ina telephone index the leaf A. prowded
with elips. A’. and axial rod B. in combination
with bed plate F. retammg plate D. provided 3o
with dla,gona,l series of grooves D’. bed plate

| E. and retaining plate C. provided with slots

I. and screws K. suhstantmlly as shown and

described.
in testimony whereof I have affixed my slﬂ'— 35

nature in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES A. ORTH.

Witnesses:
EpwaArD W. LEE,
JOHN RELLSTAB.
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