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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, LuciLLA MALLORY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Deviees for
Stretching Garments; and I do herebydeclare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, sueh as will enable
othersskilled in theart to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

My invention has for its object to provide

a simple and inexpensive device adapted for
general use but more especially for household
usein stretching flannel underwear and hold-
Ing it stretched so that it may be dried with-
out shrinking,

It is of course well understood that the use
of flannel underwear is attended with a seri-
ous inconvenience in that it is practically im-
possible to wash it in sueh a manner that it
will not continually shrink in drying so that
after a few washings flannels amply large in
the first instance become toc small to be worn
with comfort. In ordertoovercome these ob-
jection I have devised the novel device for
stretching garments while drying of which
the following description in connection with
the accompanying drawings is a specification,
numbers being used to designate the several
parts. .

Figure 1 is a view of my novel stretching
device partly in section on the line z z in Fig.
2; and Fig. 2 is a horizontal section on the
line v 4 in Fig. 1.

1 denotes a central supporting rod which is
threaded at its upper end as at 2 and is pro-
vided at its lower end with a suitable base 3.

4 denotes an upper and 5 a lower block both
of which are rigidly secured to the standard
and are provided with ears 6.

7 denotes upper and 8 lower sets of arms
which are pivoted respectively to the upper
and lower blocks and carryat their outer ends
pivoted heads 9 to which stretehing braces 10
preferably made of wood, are secured.

11 denotes a block which is adapted to slide
freely over both the threaded and smooth por-
tions of the central rod but without engage-

1

mentwith the thread. Thisblock is provided 5o
with a groove 12.

15 denotes a hand wheel which is provided
with a hub 14 internally threaded to engage
the threaded portion of the rod. The hubis
provided in its under side with a socket 15 55
which receives the upper end of the sliding
block 11. |

16 denotes set screws which-pass through
the wall of metal surrounding socket 15 and
engage groove 12 in the sliding block thereby
locking the hub to the block but leaving the
hub free to be rotated on the threaded por-
tion of the rod which of course moves the
sliding block up or down as may be required.
Thesliding block is provided with sets of ears
17 between which links 18 are pivoted, the
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| outer ends of said links being pivoted to arms

7 so that when the hand wheel is rotated in
one direction the sliding block will be moved
upward on the threaded portion of the rod
and will move the sliding bloek, links, arms
and stretching braces from the position shown
in full lines in Fig. 1 to the position shown in
dotted lines. .

In use the operator moves the stretching
braces far enough inward so that the article
to be dried may be readily slipped over them
and then by turning the hand wheel in the
other direction moves the sliding block down-
ward thereby foreing the arms and stretching
braces downward and outward until the ar-
ticle to be dried is stretched as much as may
be required, in which position it will remain
until the hand whee!l is turned backward
again and the sliding block allowed to move 8
the stretching braces inward and upward as
clearly indicated in Fig.1.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

A device forstreteching garmeunts consisting go
of a central rod having an upper threaded
portion, an upper and a lower block rigidly
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secured thereto, sets of arms pivoted to said

upper and lower blocks, stretching devices
pivotally secured to the outer ends of said
arms, a sliding block 11, located above the up-
per fixed block, links pivoted to said sliding
block and to one of the sets of arms, and a

95



Eil

520,983

" hand wheel havmﬂ' a hub threaded to engage | 1In testimony whereof 1affix my mgnature in
the threaded portlon et‘ the rod and secured | prﬂsence of two witnesses. ’

to the sliding block in such 2 manner ‘as to . ATTO
permit the free rotation of the hub, whereby | LUCILLA MALLORY'
5 the stretching devices are caused to move up- Witnesses:
- ward and inward, or vice versa, as may be re- | -~ A. M. WOOSTER,

quired to effect the intended purpose. | 8. V.RICHARDSON.
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