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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Mons A. LINDER, a | unlocked from the exterior while

citizen of the United States, residing at Pull-
man, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a new and useful Key-
hole-Guard, of which the following is a speei-
fication. | | |

The invention relates to improvements in
keyhole guards.

The object of the present invention is to

‘improve the construction of keyhole guards,

and to provide a simple and effective device

capable of preventing akeyfrom being turned

from theexterior of a door, and also prevent-
ing the same from being forced out of the

lock, whereby the latter is prevented from

being picked or unlocked from the outside
by a tool. | |

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated

in the accompanying drawings and pointed

out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a perspective
view.of a keyhole guard constructed in ac-
cordance with thisinvention,and shown in en-
gagement with a key. Fig.2isa similar view,
the key being removed. Fig. 3 isa longitudi-
nal sectional view. |

Like numerals of reference indicate like ]

parts in all the figures of the drawings.
1 designates a keyhole guard consisting of
a locking plate provided with an opening 2

conforming to the configuration of a keyhole:

3. The locking plate or guard 1 is slidingly
mounted longitudinally of the keyhole 3,and

1t 18 provided at 1ts top with a narrow exten-

sion or slot 4 for engaging and readily hold-
ing the shank of a key 5. When the plate is
drawn downward, as illustrated in ‘Fig. 1 of

the accompanying drawings, the narrow ex-

tension or slot 4 is brought into engagement
with the key. The extension or slot 4 is ar-

ranged at a slight angle to the keyhole, |

whereby when it engages the key the latter
will be slightly turned to prevent it from be-
ing forced outward by the insertion of a tool
from the exterior of a door. 'The slot or ex-
tension 4 of the opening 2 also prevents the

key from turning and the door from being 5o

gripping
the exposed end of the key with a tool.
The keyhole guard or plate has its lower

end 6 curved outward slightly to enable it to

| be readily grasped by the end. It may be of

1
[

any desirable configuration to conform to the
character of a door and lock with which it is
to be used, and it may be slidingly mounted
on a lock, or a lock plate, or an escutcheon
plate, when a mortise lock is employed. In

the drawings a plate or escutcheon 7 has por-

tions struck up to form tongues 8, which are
arranged at the sides of the keeper or guard
and project over the top of the same. |

By locating the slot 4 at an angle to th
keyhole and causing the key to be slightly
turned, the lug of the key will be carried away
from the keyhole, and the strain, incident to
any attempt to force the key out of the lock,
will be borne by the lug of the key and the
lock itself, and will not be communicated to
thesliding plate, therebyenabling the tongues
to be employed to form ways.

The locking plate is provided at opposite
sides with lugs 9, located between the pairs
of tongues and adapted to limit the sliding
movement of the locking plate. It will be
seen that the keyhole-guard is simple and
comparatively inexpensive in construection;
that it is positive and reliable in its operation,
and may be readily applied to the ordinary
construction of door or look. -

Changes in the form, proportion and the
minor details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit or sac-
rificing any of the advantages of this inven-
tion.

Having described my invention, what I
claim ig—

In a key hole guard, the combination with
an escutcheon plate having a key hole and
provided at opposite sides of the same with
projecting tongues 8, arranged in pairs and
forming a longitudinal way, and a sliding
locking plate having its edges engaged by
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sald tongues, and provided with projecting
lugs located between the pairs of tongues and
limiting the sliding movement of the locking
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