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7o all whom it may concern:

citizen of the United States residing at Pltts-
burg, in the county of Darke and State of

5 Ohio, have invented a new and useful I ence,
of which the following is a specifieation. -

The invention relates to nnplovements in

fences.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of wire fences, to
provide a firm and secure support for the
same, and to enable the wires thereof to be
readily maintained at the desired fension,
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and to permit the tension of the wires to be

readily regulated at any time.

The invention consists in the constructlon |

and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, 1‘1ustra,ted
in the accompanying drawings and pointed

20 out in the claims hereto appended

In the drawings: Figure 1is a perspective |

view of one end of 2 fence constructed in ac-
cordance with this invention. TFig.2 isanen-
]a,rged detail perspective view of the upper
portion of the fence post. Fig. 3 is a hori-
zontal sectional view of the wire-stretcher
and fastener. |

Similar numerals of 1eference indicate cor-
reSpondmrrpa,rts in allthefigures of the draw-
ings.

1 deswnates a fence post composed of ver-
tical para,llel spaced bars 2, constructed pref-
erably of metal, and supported above the
ground by a pair 'of inverted V- shaped braces
35 3 having rounded apexes 4, secured to the
post at opp051te sides thereof The sides of
the inverted V-shaped braces incline down-
ward and diverge outwardly, and have their
terminals bent at an angle to providesecuring
plates 5, and are fastened to the upper faces
of hOPIZOthl anchors 6, which are preferably
rectangularin cross- -section. The fence post
is maintained in a vertical position by an in-
clined straight brace 7, extending from the
lower end of the post {0 the outer anchor 6,
and having its ends secured to the post be-
tween the bars thereof and to the upper face
of the anchor, the other anchor being ar-
ranged at the inner side of the post, below the
fence wires 8.

The fence wires 8 pa.ss between the bars 2
of the post, are secured thereto and main-
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| tained at the desii'ed'tension by a series of
Be it known that I, DANIEL W. THOMAS a |

wire-strefchers 9, arranged on theouter edges
of the bars 2, and maintained thereon by the 53
tension of the fence wires without the em-
ployment of fastening devices. =

Each wire- stretcher comprises an approxi-
mately rectangular horizontally-disposed
frame 10, a wmdlass shaft or sleeve 11, 30111'- iYe
naled on the sides of the frame in openings
12 thereof, and provided at one end with a
ratchet- Wheel or flange 13, and a pivoted pawl
14, mounted on the flame adjacent to the
ratchet teeth 13. The inner endsof thesides 65
of the frame are bent outward to provide ver-
tical flanges 15, which fit against the outer
edges of the bars_2 of the post 1,and the ten-
sion of the wire, asbefore stated, retains the
wire-stretcher on the post detachably. The %o
sleeve is perforated, at 16, at oppositesidesto
receive the adjacent end of the fence wire,
and it has secured in its end not having the
ratehet a plug 17, provided with an outer
squared portion 18, adapted to be engaged by
a wrench orsimilartool for rotating the sleeve
to tighten a fence wire. The fasteningdevice
19, for securing the plug in the sleeve, also
serves to retam the latter in the openings of
the rectangular frame.

It will be seen that the fence is 51mple, in-
expensive, strong and durable, that the end
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| postis firmly braced and supported and that

the fence wires are maintained at the desired
tension and are adapted to have their tension
regulated to suit the temperature to prevent

S5

!.them from Dbeing broken by contraction, or
loosened by expansion.

Changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor detalls of construction may be resorted go
to withoutdeparting from theprinciple or sac-
rificing any of the advantaﬂ'es of this inven-
tion.

WhatI claim is—

1. In a fence, the combination of a post, a
pair of inveried V-shaped braces secured at
their apexes to the post, at opposite.sides
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thereof and supporting the same above the

ground and a straight brace extending from
the fence post below its attachment to the in-
verted V-shaped braces, and maintaining the
postin a vertical pos1t1on substantially as de-
seribed.

2. In a fence, the combination of a post, a
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pair of inverted V-shaped braces arranged at | wires, and a series of wire-stretchers each 23

opposite sides of the post and secured at thelr
apexes thereto, and supporting the same
above the ground anchors supporting the
lower ends of the sides of said braces, and a
straight brace extending from the bottom of
the post and secured thereto and having its
other end secured between the adjacent sides
of the V-shaped braces, and maintaining the
post in a vertical position substantially as de-
scribed.

3. Inafence,the combination of a postcom-
nosed of vertical parallel spaced bars, thein-
verted V-shaped braces arranged at opposite
sides of the post and supporting the latter
above theground and secured at theirapexes
thereto, and having their sides diverging,
transversely-disposed anchors supporting the
braces and secured thereto, and a straight

2o brace having its inner end secured between

the bars of the post and having its other end
fastened to the outer anchor, substantially as
described. - /

4. In a fence, the combination of a post, |

-

comprising a horizontally disposed rectangu-
lar frame constructed of a simple piece of

metal and having the inner ends of its sides

bent at an angle and bearing against the post,
said sides being provided with bearing-open-
ings, a sleeve journaled in the bearing-open-
ings and having a wire connected to it and
provided atone end with ratchet-teeth,a plug
arranged in the other end of the sleeve and
having a polygonal portion to be engaged by
a wrench, the fastening device 19 passing
through the sleeve and the plugand projeet-
ing therefromtoretainthe sleeve in the frame
and a pivoted pawl mounted on the frame and

engaging the ratchet-teeth, substantially as 4o

described. | |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 1n
the presence of two witnesses. |
| DANIEL W. THOMAS.
Witnesses: |
H. C. SNYDER,
L. EICKELBERGER.
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