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o all whom it may Concern:
Be it known that I, FRANCIS B. PRATT of
Canton, in the county of Madison and State

of MlSSlSSIppI have invented a newand use-

ful Improved Inkstand, ‘of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.
My invention relates to lmprovements in

inkstands of the feeding reservoir type, and

has for its objects to prowde a simple, inex-
pensive device of the type mentioned, which
will be adapted for convenient and ei‘feetwe
serviee, which may be readily filled, be ex-
actly graduated to supply the ink-well with
1wrlt11r1«:»* Auid as needed, and that may be ex-
pedltlously cleansed when occasion reqmres

To these ends my invention consists in the

construction and combination of parts, as is

hereinafter described and claimed.

Reference is to be had tothe accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate

corresponding parts in all the views shown.
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Figure 1 is a plan view of the improvement
in one of its forms. Fig. 21is a sectional side
view of the same, taken on the line 2—2 in

‘Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a broken sectional side

view of a shf:rhtly modified form of construe-
tion of the improvement.

A base piece 10 is provided, whieh is formed
of hard rubber, glasq or any other suitable
material, and comprises the body of the ink-
stand, it having such a form and dimensions
as will adapt i to receive and support other
parts of the device. Asrepresented,the base

piece is rectangular in contour, and suffi- |

ciently elonn‘ated to permit it to be recessed
at two pomts in its top, these cup-like forma-

tions 11, 12, being preferably made circular,
and of a smtable depth for the reception of

other parts.

The weight and area of the base plece 10,
is such as will render it comparatively stable,
and avold liability to be upset by the acei-
dental contact of other objects with it.

While other forms are admissible for the
base piece, that represented is preferred, as
it is convenient to produce, well adapted for

- the formation in if of the recesses méntioned,

3¢

‘1s cylindric in form, and of a sut

and also for close packing in boxes for Shlp
ment as an article of merchandise.
The cavity or recess 11, before mentioned,
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for the receptlon of the cylmdrleal shell 13,
that is closely fitted in it.

ferential flange 14: projected from it which

forms a ﬁmsh on said piece, and affords
means for its ready removal.

The interior

wall of the shell 13 is threaded from top to
bottom for the threaded engagement of an-

| other part of the device.

that of the shell 13.

When the inkstand is constructed as rep-
resented in Figs. 1 and 2, there is a hollow
cylicdrical plug 15, prowded which is ex-
ternally threaded to have a secrewed -engage-

ment with the threaded wall of the shell 13.

The lower end of the plug 15 is open, and its

top is sealed by a head wall as shown in Fig.

2, said wall being radially extended beyond
the side wall of the plug to produce the flange

16, which may be 1OUﬂ'hened on its edge to

faelllta,te the ma,nual rotation of the plu

which latter is about equal in length with
There is a set screw 17,
inserted into a central threaded pert‘ora,tlon
formed for its reception in the head wall of
the plug 15, said screw having an elongated
transverse perfomtlon formed in its body

from near the lower end, of a proper length,
as indicated at 18 in Flﬂ‘ 2,.a portion of the

screw body near its mtlled head being left

' solid. The other recess 12 is made of a less

depth than the recess 11, and preferably has
its bottom wall made comform as represented

in Figs. 2 and 3, and- from the lower central

termmatlon of the funnel-shaped bottom of

the recess 12, a. comparatwely simall conduit

passage 19 1s prod uced in the body of the base
piece 10. The passage 19 projects down-
wardly, then laterally, and at its opposite end
trends upwardly to centrally intersect the

bottom wall of the recess 11.
" In the recess 12, a lining thimble 20 is in-

serted, this thlmble together with the shell

13, plucr 15, and set screw 17 being formed of

hard rubber or.other suitable matemal The
thimble 20 is open at both ends and neatly

The shell 13 is
open at both ends, and at the top has a circum-
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fits the cylinder recess 12, and the thimble .

has a circumferential ﬂa,nﬂ'e 21 formed on its
upper end, said flange like that on the plug
15 being se&ted on the upper surface of the
base piece 10. 1t will be seen that if the sef
secrew 17 is unscrewed so as to expose a por-

fficient depth ' tion of the transverse slotted perforation 13
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“above the head wall of the plug 15, a small | to leave a few turns of thread in it to retain
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alr passage is thus afforded from without, into
the hollow plug and the shell 13.

To fill the inkstand constructed as has been
explained, the plug 15 is screwed to the bot-
tom of the shell 13 and the set screw 17 is ad-
justed to permit the free escape of air from
the hollow plug. Ink is now poured into the
recess 12, which is, in fact, the well of theink-
stand and the ink runs by gravity through
the conduit passage 19 into the hollow plun*
15 until it is filled. The plug is now un-
serewed a short distance to leave an air space
in its upper portion, and the set screw 17 is
adjusted to seal the top of the plug 15. The
inkstand is now ready for service, and ink can
be taken in the usual way from the well 12,

‘until it 1s necessary to replenish it, which is

effected by screwing the hollow plug-down a
few turns, which will force the ink through
the passage 19 up into the well in an obvious
manner.,

When the plug 15 has beeu fully depressed
and it is desired to again foree ink into the
well 12, the set serew 17 is adjusted to open
the air passage into the top of the plug, and
the latter is screwed out again, air then form-
ing a cushionoverthereduced quantity of ink
intheplug. Thesetscrew 17isagainscrewed
down s0 as to seal the top of the plug 15, and
the latter may again be adjusted to force ink
into the well until the entire supply of ink is
exhausted, the refilling of the mkst&nd being
conducted as before explained.

The device represented in I‘lﬂ , 18 sub-
stantially similar to that aheady explamed
the changes made being to simplify the con-
structlon which consists in increasing the
diameter of the recess 11, aund shell 13, whlle
the depth of the recess named and the len oth
of the shell, is reduced, thus affording an ink
receptacle of a smtahle capacity l:ta.vmo* a
comparatively shallow depth. The p]uw 22
which is to have a threaded engagement
with the interiorly threaded shell 13, is in
this case made solid, so that an ink recepta- |
cle will be afforded only 1n the shell 13 when
the plug is unserewed to nearly remove it,
and as shown, the circumferential flange on
the shell is fo1med of a sufficient thlckness

the plug when it is adjusted to nearly with-
draw it from the shell, thus affording a cham-

ber for ink that is about equalin depth with

the recess 11 in the base piece 10.
To fill the 1nksmnd last described, the plug

the well 12, or shell 13, until a‘proper quan-
tity has been intmdueed, the plug 22 being
then restored to place by screwing if a few
turns into the thread formed in the upper
part of the shell. |

- It will be evident that as the mk is con-
sumed by usec or evaporation in the well 12,
1t may be transferred in proper quantity fwm

the reservoirin the Shell 13, by screwing down

the solid plug 22,

It is claimed for the improvement that 1t
is cheap to construct, shapely in form, not
liable to derangement in use, and couvement
to fill or clean.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent—

1. In an inkstand, the combination, with a
base piece circularly recessed at two pointsin
itstopand having a passage extended from the
bottom of one recess to the bottom of the other

recess, of a flanged and interiorly threaded

shell in one of said recesses, a hollow plug

threaded to screw in the shell, and an adjust-

able perforated plug in the top of the hollow
plug,

substantially as described.
2. In an inkstand, the combination, with a

base piece clreul‘u]y recessed in its top at two
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points, one recess being funnel-shaped at the
bottom,and having a passage extended there-
from to the bottom of the other recess, of a

flanged thimble in the coniform bottomed
recess, a flanged interiorly - threaded cylin-
drical shell in the other recess, a hollow
plug threaded externally and engaging the
threaded shell,and a transversely and longi-
tudinally perforated set serew adjustable in

the top of the hollow plug, substantially as
described. | -
FRANCIS B. PRATT.
Witnesses:

J. M. GRAFTON,
F. D. COLEMAN.,
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