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1o all whom it may concerm: |

Be it known that I, CLAUD C. WHEELER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Fair-
mont, in the county of Marion, State of West
Virginia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Checking or Uncheck-
ing Devices, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had therein to the
accompanying drawings.

The objects of thisinvention are t0 furnish
simple devices by which a horse may be reined
up or unreined without the necessity of his
driver getting out of the vehicle; and the in-

vention consists in the construction and ar- |

rangement of parts as will be hereinatterfully
described and particularly pointed out in the
claims. , : |
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents in side view the upper portion of
a horse partly harnessed and provided with
a check rein connected with his saddle 1n ac-
cordance with my invention. Ifig.2 is a per-

. spective view of the check rein retaining de-
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vices detached from the saddle and from the

check rein. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal vertical

section of the main portion of said devices.
In sald drawings, A represents a harness

saddle of any suitable form to which is at-
The driving.

tached the crupper strap a.
reins B pass through the terrets of the saddle
as usual.

When my checking and unchecking device
is to be used while the horse is driven, the |

check rein C is not placed within the loop of
the check-hook D, but is placed in engage-
ment with one end of a small strap E, prefer-

-ably by placing it within the hooked end of a
snap hook F, Fig. 2, or within the hooked end

of a plain hook F? Fig. 3, secured to said end
of the strap K, but the lower or inner end d

of the hook D is used to latch the strap E to

the saddle while the horse is traveling. Kor
this purpose the ehecking lever or hook D is
placed between two lugs g projecting upward
from the front end of a substantially rectan-
gular hollow frame G and is pivoted to said
lugs at g% Within the frame G there is a

" rectangular opening ¢° for the passage of the

5o

strap E,the latter resting upon the bottom or
floor of said opening. Projecting from the

|

of the horse.

| the nut A2 upon said bolt, the frame G is se-

cured to the frame of the saddle A. -
- Tokeep thelowerend d of the hook D nor-

‘mally pressed upon the strap F,although the

weight of its upper rearend will generally ac-
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complish the object, one end of a flat spring

k is made to bear upon the top of said end d.
The opposite end of said spring is secured at
z* to the top or ceiling of theopening g®in the
frame G. To keepthelower end d of the hook
D normally in engagement with the strap K,

‘the latter has secured upon its top by means
| of rivets m? asmall plate m having across its

top a vertical shoulder for engagement with

the end d of the hook. *

To permit the driver of the vehicle to un-
check the horse when he reaches a water
trough ora pasture, by meansotf his whip, that
oonerally has an enlargement or a knot at the
point where the lash is attached tothe end of
the whip stoek, the back point of the hook D
is slotted at d* and has two branches d® bent

forward and outwardly to form slots ¢* in

which the driver can easily insert the end of
his whip, and when in engagement therein,
lift said back points of the hook D and re-
lease the end d from engagement with the
shoulder on the plate m of the strap E. The
horse promptlyfeeling the release of his check
rein, will extend his neck forward and down-
ward, and draw the strap I through the open-

ing ¢® of the frame G until the front end of a

plate N secured on top of the rear portion of
said strap E arrests it. 'T'o the rear end of
the plate N is secured a hook n that projects

upward and forward to receive and enter into
engagement with the whip of the driver when
the latter inserts it within said hook to draw

the strap E backward again to latch the check

rein at the same.time that he pulls steadily

upon the driving reins B to elevate the head
The plate N not only forms at
one end a stop against the point d of the hook
D and at the opposite end retains the hook n,
butit causes the strap K to be rigid; and when
it has entered the opening ¢° it always pre-

sents the hook 7 in an upward position for

the easy reception of the end of the whip of
the driver. -
When the horse is checked the rear end of

central portion of the bottomn of the frame G | the strap E can be left hanging down upon
there is a bolt 7 by means of which and of | the back of the horse as shown in full linesin
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I‘w 1, but said end of the strap is ‘provided | to the top of its front portion substantially as

on “the under side with a keeper that may be
of wire as shown at e to receive loosely the
crupper strap a and occupy a position as
shown by dotted lines in Kig. 1.

Itis evident that the hook D can be shrrhtly-

modified in appearance and ornamented on
top without departmg from the spirit of my
invention.

Having now fully described my 1nvent10n,
1 clalm-—-——

1. In acheckingand unehecklnn' device the
combination of a harness saddle, a chambered |

frame G secured thereto, and a lever D piv-
oted to its front end and having its lower end
within said frame and-its upper end provided

with a branch d? on one side thereof, with a |
‘a-plate N having a hook n and secured to the

topof therear peltleu of said stiap and a loop

strap E having a shouldered platem secured

to the top of its front portlen substantle,lly as

20 desecribed.

2. Inacheckingand uncheekm o device the

eombmatlon of a harness saddle,a chambered
frame G secured thereto, a lever D pivoted to

its front-end and having its lower end within-

25 “gaid frame, and a spring % havingone end se-

cured tosaid frameand the epp031te end press-
ing upon said lower end of the lever D, with

. a strep E hemn g a shouldered plate m secured

presence of two witnesses.

deseribed.
3. In achecking and unchecking device the

| combination of a hal ness saddle, a chambel ed

frame G secured thereto, a level D pivoted to

itsfrontendand havingits lower end d within

said frame,with a strap E havin o a shouldered
platem secured to the top of its front portion,

and a plate N having a hook n and secured
| to the top of the rear portion of said strap

substantially as deseribed.
4, Tn a checking and uncheckmw device the

‘combination of a harnees saddle, & eh ambered

frame secured thereto, a lever D pivoted toits
front end and having its lower end d within
said frame,with a strap E having a shouldered
plate m secured to the top of its fmnt portion,

'''''

¢ secured to said strap in thetéar of theplate
N substantially as described.

In testimony whereof Iaffix my ewn ature in

LAUD C. W’HDELER

Wltnesses. |
G. M. ALEXANDDR
J. K, MORGAN.
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