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1o all whom it may concern.: |

Beit known that I, JAMES J. RINN, a citizen
of the United Sta,tes residing in the city and
county of San anclsco State of California,
have invented an Impmvement in Tent-Fas- |
tenings; and I hereby declare the following to
be a full clear, and exach desemptmn of the
same.

My mventmn relates to a device for closing
and fastening the ends of tents.

It conmste in certain details of construc-
tion which will be more fully explained by l

reference to the aceompenymw drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a view of my device applied to
a tent Fig. 2 is a transverse section of tent
strip showing knobs closing
Fig. 3 shows the return. |
Ing spring of the knob shank. Figs. 4 and 5 |
shew the tent with a portion 1emoved to show
the means for securing one side of the front |
to the tent pole. Fig. 6 is an'enlarged vertical
section of the tent pole, flap strip and lock.

The object of my invention is to providea |

means for securely closing the flaps of a tent
and securing the same so as to make them
weather tlo‘ht at the same time making it
easily opened from either end Whenever de-
sired.

In the ordinary construction of tents, the |
front through which entrance and egress are
obtained, is made with two over-lapping flaps,
having etrmﬂ‘s by which they are tied when |
1t 18 desn:ed o close the tent. 'These do not
cclose 1t sufficiently to make it weather tight,
especially in cold weather, and in case of
wind the front of the tent 1S more or less
violently blown to and fro when it is closed.
My attachment allows both ends to be made
toopen, and either or both may be opened or
closed as the weather makes deswable both
being weather-proof when closed.

In my invention, A is the end of the tent
The edges of these
flaps are turned over to make a pocket or
casing of considerable size into each of which
is fitted a strip of wood C which extends
from- the bottom up to the point where the
two flaps are joined. A band a of suitable
material is fastened to the ingide at the top

of the outer pocket, and is secured to the tent

pole to hold this part closely against the tent | K through whleh it passes.

pele D. The strlps C hold the edges of the
flaps perfectly rigid, and enable them to be-
fitted closely together and against the front
of the tent pole D. They are retained in the
pockets by small straps or stringsand are re-

movable to allow the tent to be folded, and
all projecting parts hereinafter deserlbed are
{ also remevable from the strips C so that the
latter can be readily tied up with the tent
poles.
inner flap arranged to fold partially around

the vertical tent pole, and it may be fastened

in place asshown in Fig. 4 by means of secket
loops E and F.

The loop E at the bottom is of eufﬁment
size to allow the bottom of the strip C’ which

| is fitted into the edge of the inner flap to be

inserted into it. The loop K at the unpper end
18 set at an ineclination, as shown S0 that the

upper end of the strip may be inserted into

it, and the strip is thus held snugly against
the side of the pole, the canvas of the flap
wrapping partially around the pole as shown.

In order to retain the parts in place, a hole
is made through the strip and into the tent
pole, and a pin G is inserted-therein, thus

-locking the whole securely holding the ‘front

edge to one flap of the tent st1 aight, and keep-
ing it in position.

If preferred, the inner strip C’ may be dis-
pensed with, and the inner edge of the can-
vas secured to the tent pole by hooks and
rings as shown in Fig. 5. The other flap of
the tent extends down alongside the outer
front of the tent pole, ﬁttmn' snugly against
the outer portion of the inner flap. In order
to secure the two together and at the same
time to enable the occupants to easily open

~or close the flap, a hole is made through the

tent pole having a sleeve or socket H fitted
therein, and a- correspondmw hole is made in

line Wlth it through the outer strip C which is -

fitted into the edo'e of the outer flap of the tent.
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I is a shaft passing through the outer strip -

C and entering the socket sleeve H as shown,
when the ﬂan 18 closed. This shaft has a

knob J upon the outer end, and is- secured
to a sleeve H’ by a pin or cotter passing

through the two as shown in Fig. 6. The

sleeve H’ has a ﬂa,nﬂ'e or collar of larger di-
ameter which fits in a ehannel in the casing

This casing is
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permanently fixed to the strip C, and the
knob shaft and sleeve taurn with 1if.
rnob and shaft are removed by drawing the
pin when the parts are to be packed, so that
s the strips and tent poles will lie closely to-
gether, and depressions may be made in some
of the tent poles to receive the projecting
casings, when the parts are tied up. |
Within the casing is aspring L, one end of
ro which is secured to the casing and the other
to the sleeve H’, so that when the shaft is
turned in one direction, it will move the
spring, and when it 1s released the tension
of the spring will act to turn the shaft back-
5 ward, and return the knob shaft to its nor-
mal position.
The inner end of the shaft I has a notch M
made in one side, and a pawl N is pivoted in
o suitable containing case which is mortised
2o into the tent pole and secured thereto as
shown. This pawl is acted upon by a spring
O, and when the shaft is in 1ts normal posi-
tion, with the noteh uppermost,it will be en-
. gaged and held by the pawl when the flap 1s
2¢ closed together so as 10 introduce the shatt
into the sleeve or socket, and this holds the
flap permanently in place. Whenever it 18
desired to disengage the pawlfrom the knob
it is only necessary to turn the latter until a
smooth portion of the shaft is brought upper-
most, when it can easily be drawn out of the
sleeve or socket H, the flap turning back in
the nsual manner.
In order to separate the device from the in-
35 side, I have shown a similar shaft 1’ having
a knob J/ upon the inner end. This shaft
passes through a sleeve H? fitting within a
casing K’ secured to the lnner side of the
tent pole in the same manner as described
for the casing X, and having within it a spring
1.’ corresponding with the spring L upon the
outer side and connected with the shaftso as
to normally retain it in a certain position.
The inner end of this shaft has a transverse
slot made in it which fits a correspondingly
shaped flattened edge formed on the inner
end of the shaft I, so that when the tent flap
is closed, this edge fits into the slot in the
shaft I/, and thus allows the shaft 1 to Dbe
turned from the inside, and when the flap is
drawn outward, the shaft I is readily disen-
gaged from the shaft I’. 'Within the shatt I’
is a sliding piece R which I call an ejector.
This piece is acted upon by a spring S, and
when the shaft I has been turned until the
pawl is disengaged, the spring actuated
ejector forces it outward until its notch M is
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beyond the pawl, and it 1s free to move out-.

ward as soon as disengaged.
Any other suitable or convenient form of
engagement for the inner ends of the two

60

shafts may be employed, the result being es-

sentially the same. .

By this construction I am enabled to pro-
vide a convenientand easily operated fasten-
ing which will perfectly close the front of
the tent, and at the same time allow it to be

The {

easily opened, either from one or both sides,
as required. |

If it is desired to additionally secure the
bottom of the flap when but one end of the
tent is open, it is done by means of hooks I
attached to the lower end, adapted to engage
with rings on stakes Q driven in the ground,
ag shown in Iig. 4.

T is a handle fixed to the outer strip C and
bent so as to pass inside the tent pole and be
within convenient reach of a person inside.
The handle serves to close the flap so that it
can be secured. The handle has a guide-

plate U which fits a groove or channel across

the side of the tent pole, and this causes the
shaft I to accurately enter the openingin the
tent pole when the outer flap is elosed from
the inside.

The present case covers broadly a tent hav-
ing pockets in the edges of its entrance flaps,
rigid strips in the pockets and locking de-
vices for securing the strips, while the pend-
ing cases, Serial No. 509,682, filed May 1, 1894,
and Serial No. 507,761, filed April 16, 1894, by
me distinguish from this case by claims lim-
ited to improvements additional to the con-
struction shown in this case.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s— _

1. The combination with a tent having 1ts
end wall provided with an entrance opening

| of a pole to which one edge of the tent 18 se-

cured, a strip secured to the other or mov-
able edge of the tent and adapted to overlie
the outer face of the pole, and a fastening
for removably securing the said strip to the

pole, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination with a tent having its
end wall divided into two flaps to form an
entrance, of a vertical tent pole about which
the edge of the stationary flap 1s wrapped;
the said flap being provided with a strip C”
the ends of which engage sockets or fasten-
ings on said pole, a rigid strip C secured to
the vertical edge of the movable flap or iy,
and adapted to overlie the outer face of the
stationary flap and its pole, and a fastening

extending through the said strip C, and the

said tent pole, and adapted to be operated
from the inside or the outside of the tent
when the movable flap is to be opened, sub-
stantially as herein described. |

3. A fastening for tent flaps, consisting of

rigid strips fixed to the flaps, one of said strips.

being permanently secured to the tent pole,
a socket passing through the tent pole hav-
ing a spring-actuated pawl fitted therein, a
knob shank passing through the rigid strip
of the outer flap rotatable therein and hav-
ing a notch on the inner end adapted to be
engaged by the pawl when the flap 1s closed,
substantially as herein described.

4. The rigid strips fixed to the ﬂa;ps of a.

tent, the inner one being permanently at-
tached to the tent pole, a socket passing
through the tent pole having a spring-actu-
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ated pawl therein, a knob shank connected from both sufles of the tent substantially as
with the rigid strip of the outer flap adapted | herein deseribed.

to enter the socket and having a notch which

7. A fastening for tent flaps conmstmn' of

engages the pawl when the ﬂap is closed, a | rigid strips fixed to the flaps, one of said StI‘lpS

spring connected with the knob shank and
holding it normally in position so that the
noteh will engage the pawl, said spring yield-

- ing when the knob is turned so as to allow
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the shank to be turned until the notch is dis-
encaged from the pawl for the purpose of
opening the tent flap, substantially as herein
deseribed.

5. The vertical strips fixed to the inner edﬂ'es
of the tent flaps, one of said strips being ﬁxed
to the tent pole, a socket passing throun'h the
tent pole having a spring - actuated pawl
therein, an outer and rotatable knob shank

‘connected with the strip of the outer flap and |

having a notch adapted to engage the pawl
when the flap is closed, and the shank in-
serted into the socket piece, a corresponding
shank extending through the inner side of
the tent pole having a knob upon it,the ends
of the two shanks being so formed as to en-
cage each other whereby the noteh shank may
be turned by a knob upon either the outeror
innershank, and the shanks disengaged when
the outer flap is opened or engaged when it
18 closed so as tooperate together,and springs
surrounding the shanks and yielding when
either of the knobs are turned to disengage
the catceh, and returning the notched shank
to a pOSItIOIl to be engaged by the pawl when
released.

6. The combination with a tent having a
stationary and an entrance flap or fly at one

end, the vertical edge of the stationary flap |

bemn' wrapped a,bout and secured to said pole,
a I'I'D‘Id strip removably secured to the verti-
cal edﬂ'e of the removable or entrance-form-
ing ﬂa,p to swing therewith and overlie the

- pole, and a two part separable fastening con-

necting the said strip and pole, and operative

being permanently secured to the tent pole,
a locking device, and knobs by which it is
opera,ted to open or close the movable flap,
and a handle and guide-plate U by which the

flap is closed.

8. A fastening for tent flaps consisting of
| rigid strips attached to the vertical edges of
the flap, devices for locking the flaps inde-
i pendently to the tent pole, “and a band a by
| which the meeting angles of the flaps are se-
cured to the tent pole mdependently of other
| fastenings.

9. A fa,stemnﬂ' for the front of tents con-
| sisting of a 1*10*1(1 vertical strip secured to the
| outer ﬁa,p, and means for fastening it to the
tent pole, an extension of the inner flap
adapted to fold about the tent pole, and fas-
tenings by which it is'secured thereto, where-
| by the pole serves to support the tent, and as
a rigid strip for the inner flap. |
10 A tent having an entrance opening,

——

canvas or other material of the tent along
both edges of the opening, and a fastening
means for securing both strips to close the
opening, substantially as set forth.

11. A tent having an end pole and end flaps,
poekets formed in said end flaps, stiffening
pieces in said: pockets, and locking dewces
| for securing said stiffening pieces to the pole,
substa,ntmlly as set forth,

hand.
JAMES J. RINN.

i

J

Witnesses:

l =EO0. H. STRONG,
S. H. NOURSE.

ek

45

50

| parts are brought into line when the outer
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rigid strips held W1th1n pockets formed in the 70
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 8o
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