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To all whom it may concern: -
Be it known that I, CHRISTOPHER F. SE-
BRING, of Leeds, Jackson county, Missouri,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Automatic Aftachments for
Telegraph-Keys, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description, reference
- being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part hereof. ' o
10 My invention relates to telegraph keys, and
more particularly to that class which auto-
matically completes the circuit after being
used, and the objeet of the invention is to-
provide a self-closing attachment applicable
to any of the ordinary telegraph keys in gen-
‘eral use, which is simple, durable, and inex-
pensive of construction, and which may be
easily and quickly secured in position.

With this object in view, the invention con-
sists in certain peculiar and novel features
of construction and arrangement, as will be
hereinafter described and claimed. |

In order that the invention may be fully
understood, I will proceed to describe it with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which— ~

Figure 1. is a perspective view of a tele-
graph key provided with my improved self-
closing attachment. Fig. 2.1s a plan view of
the same. I

In the said drawings, 1 designates the base
or stand, and 2 the base-plate of the key
proper. | -

s designates a binding-post projecting up-
wardly from the base-plate 2, and in electrical
contact therewith, and connected to this bind-
1ng-post is the wire q. o

4 designates a similar binding-post project-
Ing vertically upward and insulated from said
plate 2 at 5, and the wire b, is electrically
connected to said binding-post.

6 designates the conductor, shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 2, which is electrically connected
to the binding-post 4, but is insulated from
the base-plate 2 of the key, and at its opposite
end 1s electrically connected to the contact 7,
in the ordinary manner; said contact 7 pro-
jecting upwardly and insulated from the
base-plate 2. Projecting upwardly from the

50 base-plate near opposite sides, are the sup-
porting posts or standards 8, and mounted

20

35

40

45

from thebase-plate, and depending vertically

ably secured in this position by inserting one

posite or rear end, is provided with the up-

: therein are the adjustable screws 9, in which |

the trunnions of the lever 10 find a bearing.
- An expansion-spring 11, is interposed be-
tween the base-plate 2 and the lever 10, and gz
exerting its pressure upward, normally holds
the adjusting-screw 12, extending vertically
through the front end of the lever, into con-
tact with the stop 13, projecting upwardly
60
from the under side of the lever and verti-
cally above the center of the contact 7, is the
contact-point 132, S |
The key, as described, with the addition of
the ecircuit-closing plate d, shown in dotted
lines in the drawings, comprises one form of
telegraph key in general use, and my self-
closing attachment, which is adapted to be

‘used 1n connection with said key and obviate

the necessity of using said ecircuit-closing 7o
plate d, is constructed as follows: 14 desig-
nates the plate, whieh 1s arranged longitudi-
nally upon the stand 1, and is in contact with
the base-plate 2 of the key, it being prefer- |
/3
end beneath said base-plate, which, when
serewed firmly to the stand in the ordinary
manner, secures the said plate 14 from aceci-
dental displacement. The plate 14,at itsop-
80
wardly projecting arm 15, and pivoted at 16,
in the upper end of said arm, is the lever 17,

which is provided at its front end with a de-
pending contact-point 18, which is held nor-

mally into engagement with the contact 7 by
means of the spring 19, which is connected
at its opposite ends to the plate 14 and the

lever 17, as elearly shown in Fig. 1. Therear

end of the lever 17 is laterally enlarged to
form the handle-portion 20, which is suitably go
Insulated and arranged above and slightly to .
one side of the insulated button or handle 21, .
of the lever 10. It will be apparent from this
construction, when the key is in use and the
contact 15° is held away from contact 7 by
means of thespring 11, that the circuit is com-
pleted through the wire «a, binding-post 3,
base-plate 2, plate 14, lever 17, contacts 18
and 7, conductor 6 and binding-post 4, to the
wire b. When a message is to be sent over
the line the circuit is alternately broken and
made by first pressing the handle-portion of
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the lever 17 and thereby moving the contact
18 out of engagement with the contact 7, and
then manipulating the key lever 10, in the
ordinary manner.

From the above description, it will be ap-
parent that I have produced & self-closing at-

tachment for telegraph keys which is positive .
and reliable in operation, and which is sim-

ple, durable, and inexpensive of construction.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— ,

1. In atelegraph key, the combination with
the pivoted-key-lever, electrically connected
to one wire of the line and provided with a
contact-pin,and a contact-plate located below
and out of contact with said contact-pin, and
electrically connected to the other wire of the
line, of a plate electrically connected through
the base-plate of the key and other connec-
tions to said lever, a lever pivotally supported
by an arm of said plate and provided with a
contact pin and a spring connected to sald

lever, and holding said contact pin yieldingly |

into engagement with the said contact-plate
of the pivoted lever,substantially as set forth.
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9. In atelegraph key, the combination with
5 pivoted key lever, electrically connected to
one wire of the line, and provided with a de-
pending contact-pin, and a contact arranged
below said contact-pin and electrically con-
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nected to the other wire of the line, of a self-

closing attachment comprising a base-plate
electrically connected, substantially as here-
inbefore set forth, to the key-lever, an arm

projecting upward from said plate, a lever

pivoted in the upper end of said arm and pro-
vided with a depending contact-pin at ifs
front end and with a handle portion at its
rear end adjacent to the handle portion of

| the lever, and a spring connected tosaid lever
| forwardly of its pivoted point, and holding

the contact-pin thereof yieldingly into en-

pin of the key lever, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

! In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

of two witnesses.
CHRISTOPHER F. SEBRING.

Witnesses:
MARIA L. SPERRY,

presence

IDA M. SEBRING.

gagement with the contact below the contact-
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