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To all whom it may COnCern:
Beit known that I, CHARLES B. PROCTOR, a

citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Milo, in the county of Warren and

State of Towa, have invented a new and unse-

ful Folding Chicken-Coop, of which the fol-

- lowing is a specification.
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- My object is to facilitate the handling, stor-
1ing and shipping of poultry, and other small

animals, and my invention consists in a port-

able coop formed of hinged rigid sections and
flexible ends, as hereinafter set forth, pointed
out in my claims, and illustrated in the ac-
companying draw1mrs, in which—

Figure 1 is a longitudinal vertical section
showing pivoted bracesthat fold inward with
the side hinged to the bofttom. Fig. 2 is
transverse sectlonal view., Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view showing the coop in rosition as
required for mclosmﬂ' poultry therein. Fig.
4 is an end view of the coop when folded mto
a small space, as required for storing or ship-
ping economically when empty.

The letter A designates a rigid oblong flat
bottom that may vary in size as des1red

B, B* and B® are cleats ﬁxed on top of the
bottom A.

C, C? and C® are posts hinged to the cleats
on the bottom A in such a manner that they
can be folded inward and toward each other
from the parallel edges of the bottom as

shown in Fig. 4.

1, 2, 3, 4, represent Wooden slats ﬁxed
awamst the outside faces of the posts C, C?
and C&. '

D and D* are counterpart braces pwoted at

their lower ends to thecentral cleat B and at

their upper ends respectively to the top por-
tions of the posts C and C? as shown in Fig.
1 in such a manner that they will support the

posts In an upright posmon and also allow

them to be folded as shown in Fig. 4.
5, 6, 7, 3, represent flexible wires fixed to

the end portmns of the parallel folding sides

of the coop, and H and I? are flexible ends,

- preferably a woven fabric, fixed to the posts
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C and C2? at the ends of the para,llel hinged
and folding sideés of the e¢oop in such a man-
ner that the fiexible ends will be doubled to-
gether, when the coop is folded, as shown in
Fig, 4, and stretched and ex:ten.ded across the

l ends of the coop as shown in F.iﬂ" 3 a,nd-as |

required for practical use. -

J and J? are short straight bars or cross
pieces hinged to the tops of the corner posts
C and C?® in such a manner that they will
come together at their inner ends and serve
as braces to keep the posts upright when the
cross pieces are in horlzontal posﬂlon as
shown in Fig. 2.

9 and 10 are slats fixed across the tops and
ends of the cross pieces, J and J2 hinged to

the outside faces at the tops of the posts C

and C® as shown in Fig. 2. Additional slats
are fixed to the cross pieces J and J? as re-
quired to produce complete mating hinged
parts that will fold as required to close the
top of the coop asshown in Fig. 1 and to over-
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lie each other when the coop is folded as

shown in Kig. 4.
L renresents a sprmg catch fixed to-the
bottom A in such a manner that it will auto-

‘matically engage a portion of the jointed top
{ of the coop when folded as shown in Fig. 4,

and as required to hold the parts together

when folded together to economize space In

storing and shlpplnﬂ' when empty. -
M represents a bar pivoted to the under

side of the jointed top of the coop to aid in
maintaining the coop rigid when in position

as shown in Fig. 3 and as required in practi-
cal use. When notin usethe bar M is folded

into parallel position with the slats 9 and 10.
It is obvious that a flexible partition can

be attached to the center posts C? as required
to divide the coop into two parts. It is also
obvious that the jointed top can be readily
bowed upward as required to produce open-
1ings at the ends of the coop through which

chlekens can bereadily passed in- or ta,ken out,

- I claim as my invention—

1. In a folding chicken coop and the like,

70

75

86

Q0

a flat rigid bottom having cleats fixed across -

its top, posts hinged to the ends of said cleats
to fold inward, slats fixed to the posts to form
sides and braces pivoted at their lower ends
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to the central fixed cross piece in the bottom
and pivoted attheir top ends to the top posts
hinged to the ends of the cleats fixed on the
ﬂat bottom, to operate in the manner set forth
for the purposes stated.

2. In a folding coop, the combination of a
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flexible end with a rigid flat bottom and par- | composed of two mating parts hinged to the
allel sides hinged to the ends of cleats fixed | tops of the posts that are hinged to the cleats

- on the bottom and a jointed cover hinged to | fixed upon the rigid bottom, flexible ends
the top edges of the parallel sides to operate | fixed to the ends of the inwardly folding 15

s in the manner set forth for the purposes | hinged sides, arranged and combined to op-
stated. | | - | erate in the manner set forth for the purposes

3. A folding chicken coop comprising a | stated. ' a

 rigid flat bottom having cleats fixed across 1ts | | CHARLES B. PROCTOR.

top and posts hinged to theends of said cleats | Witnesses: |
10 to fold inwardly, slats fixed to the posts to Gro. W. BURGESS,

produce folding side sections, a top or cover ETTA BURGESS.
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