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To all whom'it-mwy CONCErn.:

Be it known that I, JAcoB E. BETZ, a,'eﬁiti-ii

zen of the United States, residing at Salem,
in the county of Montgomery and State of
Ohio, have invented a certain new and useful

Improvement in Wire-Fence Ratchets; and:

I do hereby-declare that the following is a

~ full, elear, and exact description of the inven-

IC

tion, which will enable others skilled in the

art to which it appertains to make and use

the same, reference being had to the accom-

~ panying drawings, and to the letters and nu-
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merals of reference marked thereon, which

form a part of this specification.
My invention relates to improvements in
wire-fence ratchets, the same comprising a

gravity pawl, so held in the frame, that it pre-

vents the winding ceylinder from moving lat-

erally within its bearings. Thus it has a [ g

double function, that of acting as a pawl for
the ratchet-wheel and preventing the dis-
placement of the cylinder. -

The objects are accomplished by the mech-

anism illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings,in which— | |

- Figure 1 is a front elevation of the device.
~ Fig. 2 is an inner view of the pawl. Fig.31s
a side elevation of the device. B
~ Like letters and numerals designate like

parts in the several views.

A is a cast iron frame comprising a rear flat

portion adapted to be attached to the face of |

a post by nails through orifices 3, projections
with orifices to form bearings for the wind-

ing eylinder, and the retaining lugs 6 and 7 |

for the retention of the pawl. The winding

cylinder C comprises a eylindrical part, pro-
vided with slot 4, in which is inserted theend
of a wire, the ratchet wheel and a square end
for the engagement of a wrench. The pawl
B comprises a lengthened body, which fills
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the space within the lugs of the frame, the
‘top part adapted to engage the ratchet wheel

' of the ratchet wheel; thereby preventing the

ings, unless the pawl is first removed from
the frame, when it is readily withdrawn.

| The use of the improved ratchet is to
tighten and hold theline wires in the construe-
| tion of a fence. The circular wire 5 may be
used inthe end of the pawl,to preventthesame
from being lifted out of position in the frame,
and is useful in-keeping the several parts to-
ether in shipping. o |

~ Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— -

and the thin web 1, to extend over a portion,

‘same from being moved laterally in its bear-
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In a tightening deviee for wire-fences the

combination of the frame provided with exte-

60

rior retaining lugs, the winding cylinder with
ratchet wheel, and the sliding, gravitating

pawl with retaining web held within said lugs
of the frame, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of two
witnesses. o - | _
_ JACOB E. BETZ.
. Witnesses: ' '

- J. D. BETZ,
- U. S. MARTIN.
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