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To all whom it may concern:

10

Be 1t known that I, PERCY SOMMER BENE-

~ DICT, a citizen of the United States, residing

at New Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and
State of Loulslana, have invented certain new

” and useful. Improvements in Lantern-Slide
- Mats; and I do declare the following to be a

full, clea,r, and exact description of the inven-

‘tlon, such as will enable others skiiled in the
art to which it appertams to make and use

the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
lantern slide mats; and it has for its general

- object to provide a mat having sueh an ar-

rangement of lines and desw*na,tmn' numerals |

upon its face as will etlable an ODQI&tOI' to
accurately cut the desired opening in the

same, after he has observed, by placing the

. photowraphle plate orslide upon the mat, the
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parts of the view to be covered.
Other objects and advantagesof the inven-

| tion will be fully understood from the follow- -
-+ ing description and claims when taken in con-
.nection with the annexed drawing,in which

the figure is a plan view of a lantern slide mat

_ embodymg my invention.

~ing:—A, indicates my 1mpr0v_ed mat which 1s
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Referring byletters and figures to said draw-

formed from paper or other suitable material

and is preferably of the rectangular configura-
tion shown and the same size as the standard

American lantern slide plate, viz: three and
one quarter inches by four. inches.
mat A, is provided in the exact center of its
face with a minute circular figure a; and sur-
rounding thisfigure and descrlbed by a heavy

~line b, is a reetangular ficure ¢, with rounded
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corners, which is the same size as the stand- |

ard mat opening so that, when desired, an

operator may accurately cut such opening

without the aid of a form or the like.

- In order to enable an operator to accu rately
cut any size of opening in the mat after he
has observed, by placing a photographic plate
or slide upon the mat, the parts of the view
to be covered, I provide the face of the mat

‘with the straight median lines d, ¢, which are

disposed at right angles to each other and ex-
tend the full length and width respectwely

ol - 50 of the mat, and the eq_m-dlstant lines d’, e

This
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upon oppomte sides of ‘rhe median lines.

that they forin squares f, of equal area; and

those lines which traverse the space within
the rectangular figure ¢, are provided at their

ends with designating figures; the median

| lines of each series bemcr des1 nated by heavy

dots, while the remaining hue% are designated
by the numerals 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1, re-

‘spectively, in the order named The medlan.

lines of each series bisect each other within
the minute circular figure a,and all the lines
of one series bisect those of 'the other at

points to the right and left and above and
‘below the central figure a, asillustrated. The
several lines d’, ¢/, within the figure ¢, and

above and below the central figure «a, are

The
lines d’, e/, are arranged such a distance apart -
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designated by the figures 8,7, 6, 5,4, 3, 2,and

1, in the order named; and it will be seen
that the four lines numbered 8, form a per-
fect square as do the lines designated by the
Consequently, it will be
noted that when a plate is placed upon a mat,

other numerals.

the operator is enabled to make a mental

| note of the lines forming the best boundary

of the view, and may, after the plate is re-
moved, cut the desired opening along such

lines w1thout the possibility of error. -
When portions of the view upon the plate-

or slide are so dense as to obscure the lines

‘'within the figure ¢, the operator is enabled,

by reason of the lmes being extended Wlth—
out the figure ¢, and deswnated by figures at
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their ends to follow the lines through the
clear glass at and adjacent to the edge of the |
plate and into the figure ¢, so as to ascertain

the. number of thelines along which the open-
ing should be cut, without the possibility of

error. The operator 13 also enabled, by re-

ferring to the numerals at the ends of the
| lines t0 ascertain the number of any desired
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line without following the same with the eye_

within the reemnn‘ular ficure c.
I prefer in the plactlce of my invention to

form dots at the points where the lines, along 935 f_ o

which the opening is to be cut, intersect each
other, since when this is done it is simply
necessary to cut from dot to dot. I no not

however desire to be understood as conﬁmng
l my self to this manner of using the mat as IOG
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when desired the opening may be cut by fol- | tﬁe.-lineé d’, % , at the points where they are

lowing the lines as before desecribed. .
It will be seen from the foregoing deserip-

tion taken in conjunction with the drawing

5 that my improved mat enables an operator
to readily and acecurately cut an opening for

a view after he has ascertained the parts of
~the view to be covered. It will also be per-
celved that my improved mat is exceedingly

without a form, yet a form may be employed
to guide the knife in. making an opening in

it when desirable. | o
Having described my invention, what I

15 claim is— . ' _
1. As an improved article of manufacture,
the herein desecribed lantern slide mat hav-

- ing upon its face the median linesd, e, dis- |

~ posed at right angles to each other and ex-
- 20 tending throughout the length and width of

the mat respectively, the series of equi-dis-
tant lines d’, ¢/, arranged upon opposite sides |

- of the line d, and extending throughout the
length of the mat, the series of equi-distant

25 lines ¢’, arranged upon opposite sides of the |

~ line e, and extending throughout the width
of the mat, designating figures placed upon

cheap, and that while it is designed to be used

intersected by the lines e, d, respectively, and

designating figures placed at the ends of lines

d’, ¢’, all as and for the purpose set forth.

2. As an improved article of manufacture,
the heréin described lantern slide mat hav-
Ing upon its face the figure ¢, the median
lines d, ¢, disposed at right angles to each
otherand extendingthe full length and width,
respectively, of the mat, the series of equi-
distant lines d’, ¢, arranged upon opposite
sides of the line d,and extending throughout
the length of the mat, the series of equi-dis-

‘tant lines e’, arranged upon opposite sides of

the line ¢, and extending throughout the

width of the mat, designating figures placed
within the figure ¢, and upon the lines d’, e,
atthe points where they areintersected by the
lines e, d, respectively and designating figures -
placed at the ends of the lines d’, ¢, all as
and for the purpose set forth. -

In testimony whereof I affix my Signatdre.in

presence of two withesses. | |
PERCY SOMMER BENEDICT.
Witnesses: - .
H. C. CAGE,
W. PROBST.
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