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| SPECIFICATiON forming part of Letters Patent No. 523,041, dated J uiy 17,1894,
Application filed August 28,1898, Serial No. 484,260, (No model) '

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, LoUuis G. KREGEL, of

' the city of St. Louis, in the State of Mlssourl,

IO

have invented a eertam new and useful Im-
provementina Combined Coffin-Lid Fastening

‘and Hinge, of which the following is a full
clear, and exaet description, reference being

had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification.

The annexed drawings and the followmw
description set forth in detall one meeha,m-
cal form embodying the inven_tion; such de-
tail construction being butone of various me-

~chanical formsg in which the prmuple of the
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.invention may be used.

In said annexed drawmﬂs—Flgure I repre-
sents a transverse section of a casket or cot-

fin, illustrating the lid as secured by my im-
proved. fastener and hinge; Fig. II, an en-

larged vertical section of the fastener_ taken
on the lineII—1V, in Fig.V, and illustrating
the fastener as securing the lid to the body
of the casket; Fig. 111, a vertical section of
the fastener, 1llustrat1na’ it as in the aect of
being unlocked Fig.IV,a vertical section of
the fastener 111ustrat1ng the relative pogitions
of the parts of the fastener, when the latter
is used as a hinge; Fig.V, a front edge view
of the entire fastener; Fig. VI, a rear edge
view of the movable part of the fastener; Fig.

V1I, a top plan view of said part of the fas-

-tener, I'ig. VIII, a bottom plan view of the
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movable pan:t of the fastener, and Fig. IX, a

top plan view of the keeper or statlonary part
of the fastener.

The two parts of the fastener are respect-

ively secured to the body, 1, and the lid 2, of
a casket or coffin,—the movable or hinge por-
tion being Seenred at suitable _diStances from
each other to the under sides of the edges of
the lid, and the rigid portions or keepers be-

“ing secured at corresponding points of the up-
per edges of the body of the casket. -

The up-

- per edﬂ'es of the body of the casket are formed
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with recesses, 3,over each of whieh is secured
) reeta,nﬂ'ularly bent keeper, 4, which has a
slot, 5, which extends down in the vertical,
extermr side of the keeper, where it has a

cross piece, 6. The keeper has thus a right

angled slot which extends in the top and outer
side of the same,

The 1lid of the casket is formed with re-
cesses, 7, which register with the recesses in
the edges of the coffin body. The movable
portion of the fastener has a base plate, 3
which is secured over a recess in the lid.
The base plate of the movable portion has an

‘opening, 9, and a bolt, 10, which forms the

hinge portlon of the fastener projects from
the pla,te at said opening, a.nd may engage
the right angled slotof the keeper. The bols
is preferably formed from a U-shaped piece

of metal, secured with its ends to the base

plate. The bolt is formed with an offset, 102,
which engages the cross piece 6, of the keeper
when the fastener is employed as a hinge.

'The latch, 11, is pivoted at 12, upon the base
plate, and has play within the-belt.

Said
lateh has a hook or shoulder, 13, which may
normally engage under the eross piece 6, when
the fastener is locked. A spring lever, 14,
has its inner end secured to the base plate of
the movable portion of the fastener, and has
an opening, 17, through which a hook 118,

~upon the lateh, proj eets, SO as to have 1ts end

11° bearing against the upper side of said
Spmnﬂ- lever The outer end of the spring
leveris formed into a finger hold, 16, by means
of which the latech may be opera,ted The

lateh is formed with a shoulder, 11¢, which

corresponds to and registers with the shoul-
der upon the bolt, so that said shoulder may
engage the cross piece 6 of the keeper when
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the fastener is tilted over to be used as a .

hinge. " When in such position,—as shownin
Fig. IV,—the end of the bolt bears under a

llp 4°, which is formed at the inner end of
the rmht angled slot.

The lid of a casket provided Wlth my im-

| proved hinge and fastener may be opened

from either side, by pulling upward upon the
finger holds of the spring levers,~—such up-
ward pull tilting the latch inward to release
it from enwaﬂ'ement with  the cross piece of
the keeper, thel eby leaving the movable por-

“tion of the fastener free to be withdrawn

from the keeper. 'The lid may be either en-
tirely removed by disengaging the fasteners
at both sides of the lid; or the fasteners on
one side, only, may be disengaged and the lid

fasteners,~the hinge portions of such fas-
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“teners swinging in the rectangular slots in | latch pivoted insaid pla'te and havinga shoul-
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the keepers.
When the lid is placed upon the body of
the casket, with the bolts or hinge portions

engaging theslots of the keepers, the fasten-

ers will automatically lock, as thelatches will

first be pushed back into the bolts by the’
cross pieces 6, whereupon the shoulders of

the latches will be foreced out, under said
cross pieces, by the force of the spring levers
bearing against the upper edge of the latches.

Other modes of applying the principle of
my invention may be employed for the mode

herein explained. Change may therefore be
made as regards the mechanism thus dis-.
closed, provided the prineciples of construe-.

tion set forth respectively in the following
claims are employed.

i therefore paltlculdrly point out and dis-E

tinctly elaim as my invention—

be swung at a right angle to said keeper, and
a lateh in said hinge portion engaging said

keeper and locking the former in the latter,
substantially as set forth.

2. In a hinge and fastenei' for casket llds,
the eombmatlon of a keeper formed with a
slot and with a cross piece in its vertical side,

a plate adapted to be secured to the lid, a |

| der for engaging the cross piece and a hook

at its upper end, and a spring plate engaging
sald hook and bearmg against the latch and

provided with a finger hold, substantially as

set forth.
3. In a hinge and fastener for casket lids,

the combination of a plate provided with a

bolt having an offset, a keeper in which said
bolt may have play and which may be engaged

by such offset, and a lateh pivoted in the bolt

to engage the keeper and formed with an off-
set corresponding to the offset of the bolt,
substantially as set forth.

4. In a hinge and fastener for casket lids,
the combination of a latch pivoted to the lid
atits upperend andadaptedtoengagewith the

! bodyof the casket,and a spring leversecured
to the lid and mombly connected to actuate
1 said latch, substantially as set forth.

1. In a hinge and fastener for casket lids,:
the combination of a movable part having a
pm;]eetmw hinge portion, a keeper having a
slot into which such hinge portion may enter.
and have play, so that the movable part may .

5. In a hinge and fastener for ..cas.kat lidis,
the combination of a latch pivoted to the lid
and adapted to engage the body of the casket

and formed with a curved hook at its upper
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end, and a spring lever secured at one end fo

the caslmt lid and having an opening through

which the hook passes, bear-ing against the

upper portion of thelateh, and provided with
I a finger hold, substantially as set forth.

| LOUIS G. KREGEL.

In presence of—

A. M. EBERSOLE,
G K. KBERSOLE.
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