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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that T, WILLIAM DAVID SLATON

- acltizen of the Umted States residing at I-Ien-
‘rietta, in the county of Cla,y and State of

Texas, have invented new and useful Im-
pmvements in Files or Blll-]DOOkS, of which |
| several novel partsand combinations of parts

the following is a specification.
My invention relates toa paper filein which

~the opposite sides of a bottom board are COn-

- __[_0

nected by means of transfer wires on which

there may be placed an index cover or top

bom d movable along said transfer wires from

~ onesideof the bottom board to the other; the

T

- 20

said transfer wires being extended around or

beyond one end of the board or boards from

‘one side to the other so as to form a continu-
ous frack for the transferring of papers from

~ one side of the bottom boa.rd to. the index
board,or to the other side of the bottom board,
ther eby making it possible to easily fill out
‘both sides of a blank form without removmn"

| __'1t from the wires.

30

It is one of the purpt)ses of my 1nvent1on to

so arrange an index board or cover that it can |

be moved a,lonﬂ' the transfer wires from one

~ side of the bottom boards to the- other, the
- same as papers and with or without pa,pels'
~attached to it, and so that when brought
~around on top of the bottom board and in-

terposed papers it will form therewith a book

‘inwhich the papers or blanks will be retained
for ready reference or for such use as. ma,y

 be required.

s

It is alsothe pur pose of m} mventlon to p1 0-

vide certain improvements in construction
and organization pertaining to this class of

IIIII

files, by combining with the transfer wires a

B - punch having a sunple and ready cperation,
- and by whlch the several papers to be placed

. 40

in, or upon, the file may be perforated at
pomts corr espondmﬂ' to the location of the

~ wires, the openings formed being of the same

45

dlmensmns as the wires by thh the papers

are retained, and the punch being so arranged
and eonstmeted that it may co- 0perate with
the retaining wires, which constitute the male

s portions of h e perfomtmg devices, whereby
- the paper, or papers, perforated thereby are
~forced upon the retaining-wires at the ingtant

50

the perfor wtlons in the paper are formed

| It 1S my purpose, also, to su’nph[}? and im-
prove this type of paper-files, to decrease the
cost of produection and increase their field of

usefulness as well as the ease and rapidity '
with which they may be used.

LTt
rs’

My invention consists, to these ends, in the

hereinafter fully described, and then particu-

_'lally pointed out and deﬁned in the claims
which follow this speelﬁc&tlon : 6>

Referring to theaccompanying drawings,—
Figure 1is a perspective of my 11nploved pa-

---5pe1 file with the upper board or cover thrown

back. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of the
paper-file With the upper board or cover re- 6=
moved. FKig. 3 1s a view of a portion of the
the bottom board without the transfer wires
and their attaching plates. TIig. 4 is a de-
tached view of the transfer wires and punch

‘with plate on which they are mounted. Fig. jo
5 is a perspective detail view of the hnwed

die plate for the punch.

The reference-numeral 1, in 5::11(1 dmwmws,
indicates the base, or bottom -board of the
file, which is made of any suitable material, 75
such as wood, metal, cellulose, or any com- |
position of matter whleh in- point of cost,
weight, and darability, is ﬁt for the purpose.
Upon one end of thisboard is rigidly mounted

a plate 2, of cast iron,orother smta.ble metal, 8o
and throu gh this plate pass wires 3, par allel | |

with each othel and at right angles with the

surface of the plate, to which said wires are

soldered, or otherwise rigidly fastened. They
extend several inches above the plate 2 and 83

their upper ends arecut squarelyoff and pro-

vided with chambers 4, for a purpose pres-
ently to be described. |

The wires .3, after passmfr through the
plal:e 2 and board 1, extend upon the Oppo- go
site side of the la,tte1 a distance about equal

{ to that by which they rise above it, and are -
then curved, or bent, in pmallehsm and
‘throughout a half cucle or substantially so, -

and are then carried upwmd at substa,ntmlly 05
right-angles to the board and at a little dis-

_tanee fmm its end and then curved, or bent,

through a half circle_until their euds CaALL be
brought to overhang the chambered ends of

‘the upright retaining-wires 3. The ends of roo




‘the downwardly cur ved portions 5 are pm

vided with nipples 6, which are adapted to

~engage the chambers 4 in the upper ends of

1he I'etdllllﬂﬂ' wires 3.

At, or near, the edge of the plate 2 are

erected-‘*pos-ts 7;’ upon: Wthh is journaled, or

pivoted, a plate 8, provided with laterally ex-

o tendmﬂ' arms 9 in which are formed circular

10

1
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apertures 10, so located that when the plate |
1S swung upwald and then over upon the re-

_tdmmn'-wnes 3, the chambered ends of said

wires will enter the apertures 10,and if apa-
per lies between the wires and the arms 9, it
will be punched, or perforated at the pomts
where the retaining wires enter, and the pa-

per will be pushed down upon sald wues ..fmd |
fully engaged therewith.

The reference-numeral 12 indicates an up-
per, or index board, or cover, somewhat
shorter than the bottom board 1 but other-
wige corresponding therewith in form and
size. -At, or near, one end of said upper

‘board perforatlons or apertures 13 are pro-

vided, so located that the retaining wires 3
may enter them, said openings belnn‘ prefer-
ably provided with eyelets 14, Elastlc bands

15 are also stretched transversely across the

face of the board 12 which lies adjacent to
the base, said bands being detachably con-

nected to studs 17, set in the edges of the
board. Similar straps 16 are stretehed in like

mannerover the face of the bottom board 1,

~and are secured in the same way, by studs17.

35

Upon the ends of the straps, or bands, 15and
16, are attached tabs 18 of leather, or other
Smtable material, having slits, or button hole

- openings 19, by whlch they may be readily
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attached to and detached from the studs, the
latter being preferablyin the form of hea,ded
tacks, or nails.

Thisimproved paper-file is readily adapted
to a great variety of useful purposes. By
thlowmﬂ' back the upper board 12, as shown
in Fig. ] and lifting the nippled pmtlons 6
of the wwes 3 from the chambers or recesses

4 in the other ends of said wires the vertical.

portions of the wires attached to the plate or
mounting 2 will be exposed in position to

perfomte and retain any papers or blanks

that it may be desired to place in the file. In
inserting such papers or blanks they will be
held in position with one end over and in con-
tact with the ends of the vertical portionsof
the wires and beneath the perforated arms 9
of the hinged die plate8 which has been pre-
VlOllSly swung upward and forward. By now

pressing down on the said arms 9 of the

hinged die plate 8 sothat the perforations 10

W111 engage the ends of the wires the paper
or papers will be perforated or punched by |

the wires and will be forced down thereon
and retained in the file. In this manner in-
voices, bills, receipts, letters or other papers
that are to be preserved for ready reference
can be quickly and neatly filed so as to be
easy of access.
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| Jectors’ blanks, reports of railway freight

i

It desired the file may be conveniently filled

with blank forms, such as assessors’ or col-

conduectors, blcmks for use of express aﬂ*ents

bills of ladmm &e., that are to be wmtten up
from time to time and detached or allowed to
remain for a while longer 1a the file, as may
be required. |

Affer papers or blank forms have been

placed in the file by aid of the hinged die

73

plate 8 the said plate may be tumed back-

ward and downward where it will rest flush
with the end of the bottom board 1 in such

‘position that it will notinterferein any man-

ner with the passing of papers along the
wires 3 from one side of the board 1 to the

other, the npper board 12 having been previ-
ously slipped off from the wires and their

ends connected by means of the recesses 4
and nipples 6 so as to afford a continuous
track for shifting the papers without de-
taching them from the file. It will thus be
seen that when the upper board 12 1s de-
tached from the file, blank forms retained on
the wires 3 can be written upon on either or
both sides by shifting them from one side of
the board 1 to the other.

ing on one side of the board 1 the exposed

face of the uppermost blank or paper can be

written on or filled up and the said blank or

That i1s to say,:
-while a number of blanks orpapers are rest-

3¢

0O

95

paper can then be shifted along the retain- |

ing wires 3 to the opposite side of the board,
thus exposing the under side of the paperso

that it can be readily indorsed or written

upon without detaching it from the file. In
a similar manner when the board 12 is in po-
sition for use papers can be wriften upon

- on oneside while resting on one of the boards

and can then be shifted over onto the other
board to expose the under side of the paper

or blank in convenient position to receive

any indorsements or writing that it may re-

quire.
The elastic straps or bands 15 and 16, on

I00

105 .
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the boards 1 and 12 serve as means for holdﬂ |

ing down any or all of the blanks. When
only one board is provided it may have such
elastic straps on both sides.

I would have it understood tha,t the wires_
& need not be extended through the base or

bottom board 1 but may be Simply soldered
or otherwise secured to the plate or mounting
2 on said board: and the said plate 2 may be
doubled and extended over the edge of the

‘board onto both sides thereof, as shown orit

may be made as two plates secured to oppo-
site siues of the board and arranged, prefer-
ably at a slight distance from its edﬂ'e o
The dl[l‘le‘lSlOl]S of the file may obvlously
be varied according to the purposes to which

it is to be a,pphed and it may be provided

with three or more wires when of large size.
The file, with attached blanks or paper
sheets, may be used as a bill book or ledger,

1§
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as a holder and writing pad when supphed |




w1th plopel blank Sheets or forms, and is | ing apeltmes adapted to receive

522,860

~ adapted to a great variety of uses that will

~readily suggest themselves to thoge in need
of such apphances O

The wires 3 are preferably made of spring

- metal so that when the nipples 6 are disen-

- L2

gaged from the chambers or recesses 4 the up-

' . back, as shown in Fig. 1, and remain Wﬁolly

out of the way while papers are being placed

~ontoor removed from the vertical portwns of

 said wires.
transfer wires 3 beyond the end of the bottom

By extending the retaining or

board 1 and from one side thereof to the

other, as shown, a continuous curved track is |
B afforded on eennectlnﬂ' the ends of said wires.
- so that filed papers, blank forms, &e., can be
- readily transferred along the same from one
- side of the board to the other

- 20

If a-top board
or index cover is used it can be likewise read-

. ily moved along the transfer wires from one

side of the bottom board to the other either
alone or with papers attached thereto by

means of the elastic bands, or otherwise.
This arrangemeént of transfer wires connect-
- ing the opp051te sides of a board affords great

| facility in writing on both sides of a paper or |

~ blank without removing it from the file.

30

I prefer to mount the wires 3 on a doubled
metal plate 2 so formed that it may extend

~around one end of the board 1 and embrace

~ both sides thereof, as shown.
- the board 1'is a recess 20, Fig. 3, that will per-

© 33

In the end of

mit the plate 2 to set bcwk sufﬁclent]y far
from the edge of the board to enable the

+ hinged die plate 8 to rest flush with the end

~ of the board where it will not obstruet the
~ trangfer of papers along the wires.
inward from the recess 20 or other recesses

- 4.‘?

45

Extended

21 that permit passage of the wires 8 in at-

~taching or detaching the plate 2 which may
~ be secured to the bomd 1 by means of SCrews,
~or otherwise.

What I elaim is—

- 1. A paper-file consmtlnﬁ* of a ba,se, or bot-*

" tom board, havmg a metallic plate upon one
~end, retamlnn‘ -wires passing through said

- :565:

_ plate and boald, and curved beneath and out-
side of the end thereof, the detached ends
0 being adapted to engageé the ends of the re-

tammn*-mres and a plate mounted on posts

 near said wires and having arms provided

- with punching apertures ada,pted to engage
~ the endsof the retainin w—mxes substantlally-
as described. '

2. In a paper-file, the combmatlon with a

‘base having a metallie plate at or near one

~end, of retdlnmw—wnes passing through said

B "'plate and board a,nd rigidly connected to the
60
. 'of the base and brouwht over the.ends of the

former, said wires being curved past the end

- retaining-wires to Whlch they are attachable
by means of nippleson the one,engaging with
-~ chambers in the other and a plate pwoted on

65 Dosts and having arms pmwdad with punch . other ends of said wires bemﬂ* provided Wlth

:

of the retmnmf}' wues, substantlally as de-—
seribed.

il

“the ends

5. In a papel ﬁle, the emnlmmtmu w1th A

base having a snitable metallic plate mounted

thereon at,ornear,one end, of retaining-wires -
| passing thmu ch smd plate and board and ris-

per curved portlons 5 of said wires willspring

ing above the formel the ends of said wires

70

bemﬂ' curved around past the end and over

the. top of the base, their extremities being
provided with nipples adapted to enter c_ha,m-_- -
‘bers in the ends of the retaining - wires,a.

punching plate pivoted on mdependent sup-

portsand having apertures which are adapted

to receive the ends of the retaining-wires, and
a covering board, substantially as described.

4. In a paper-. ﬁle the combination with a
base having suitable mountings atornearone
end, of retmlllnﬂ*-w1les 11fr1d1y connected to

said mountings, said wires having ends which

are curved past the end of the base. and over-

‘hang the chambered ends of said retaining-

wires, a punching-plate pivoted on mdepend-'
ent supports, and elastic straps crossing the

| board and having their ends detachably con-

nected thereto, substantmuy as described.

5. In a paper-file, the combination with a
board or support, of wires extended around
and beyond one end of the board from one
side to the other and adapted for the filing of
papers or blanks, the said wires forming a
track along which papers may be transferred
from one side of the board to the other to fa-
cilitate writing on both sides of a paper and
for other purposes, substantially as deseribed.

6. In a paper-file, the eombination with a
bottom-board of wires extended around and

to the other and connected with the opposite
sides of said board, and an index board or
cover adapted to be moved along said wires
from one side of the bottom board to the other,

| the said wires being adapted to form a con-

tinuous track along which filed papers or
blank forms may be transferred without re-
moving them from the file and whereby writ-

75
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beyond one end of said board from one side -

105

IO

ingon both sides of a paper is facilitated while

‘1t remailns 1n the file, substantially as de-

seribed.
7. In a paper-file, the combmatmn with a

bottom -board, of retaining or transfer wues
mounted on one end of sald board and ex-
tended around or beyond its end to form a

track fortransfer of filed papers from one side
{ of the board to the other, a portion of said

wires being adapted to f01m a punch, and a
hinged die mounted adjacent to the punch-
ing pmtlon% of the mres, substantlally as de-
seribed. -

S. In a papel -file, the combination Wltll a
plate or support, of spring-wires mounted on

115
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said plate and extended beyond its opposite

sides, the ends of said wires being recessed or

‘chambered on one side of said plate and the

130

il
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- nipples to enﬂ'aﬂe the oppomte chambered | my ha,nd in pleaence of two subsembmg wit-
~ends of the wires and form a detachable con- | nesses. |

nection therewith, whereby the wires are | -

~ adapted for the filing of papers and their | - WILLIAM DAVID SLAT ON..
5 transfer from one side of the plate to the other | ‘W1tnescses - o
‘without removal, substantially as described. | ALVIN D. GOODENOUGI—I

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set | TR BERNER
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