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To all whom Lt mwy conceri:

~ Beitknown thatl, WiLLiaM C. LANGENAU ”
. a citizen of the Umted States, and a res1dent
~ of Cleveland, eounty of Cuyahoga, and State

of Ohio, h&ve invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Hinges and Fasteners

for Casket-Lids, of which the following is a

~ specification, the principle of the 1nvent1onj
being herein explained and the best mode in

O

which I have contemplated applying that prin-

ciple, so as to dlstmn‘msh it from other1i mven-_,

- tions.

In the annexed drawmws—-—mee I repre-r.

- sents a perspective view of a casket provided
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with my improved fasteners, illustrating the

~casket, as open; Fig. 1I, a transverse vertical
section of a closed casket provided with the
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. being capable of ready disengagement.
- 'fasteners should be of such character that
they may serve as. hinges for the lid at the

fasteners; Fig. III, an enlarged section.of por-

tions of the rmsed lid and the side of the
casket, illastrating the fastener in side eleva- |
 ‘tiom; Flo' IV, a similar view of portions of
the closed 11d and the side, illustrating the

fastener in side elevation; Figs. Vv and VI,
views, respectively, of the detached fastener

and slotted plate, and Fig. VII, a top plan
view of the fastener, 1llustratmg 1t in posu '_

tion with the lid raised. -

In fasteners for the lids of buual easkets or
coffins,—the purpose for which my improved
device is especially designed,—a number of
features are required or deswed to render
'The fasteners
should be of such character that. they will
form a positive and automatic lock forthe lid;
securing the latter firmly to the casket, whlle';; _
“‘The | keeper. plate
tachable hmﬁ*e portlon of the fastener. R
‘open casing, b4 is formed upon the upper side . =
of the base- pla,te, and an L-shaped or. bell-
crank shaped lateh, 0% is: fulerumed in.said

such fasteners satisfactory.

same time as they serve as fasteners, so that

the casket lid may be opened to either side
by unlocking the fasteners at the opposite |
. "This latter feature will admit of the

opening of the casket with due- attention to

edge.

~the direction in which the light falls; the po-

45
- casket is opened,and other similar considera-.
| ~ tions of importapce in burial caskets.
‘the fasteners should lock and be unlocked
with as much promptness as possible, and

- 50 should be as strong as possible, with the least

sition of the persons for whose 1nspect1on the

llabllltv to get out of order mmphmty of €on-

‘the casket side.

the face of salcl plate. . |
the slot of the keeper plate, and 18 formed- -
| with a noteh, b, with which it-may ride upon -

the edge of the vertical portion of the keeper
-slot; Wlth a curved inner face, b’, which may
-_sllde against the inner end of’ sald slot; with

b8 in the bolt
'_-hook or shoulder, 07, which will engage be-
neath the inner. end of the keeper slot when
‘the bolt is inserted into the same,

As |

' structwn and fewness of péfts S'hould_be. a—ﬁ'

lmporta,nt feature in the fastener.
‘Although the hook or latch portion of the
fastener may be the rigid part of the same,

‘and the slotted plate may be the movable
_ pdrt of the fastener,thereverseis usually the
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position of the parts, and the hook or lateh -

portion will be referred to as the movable
portion, and the-slotted plate as the rigid por-
“tion of the fastener.

“The rigid portlon of the

6o

fastener consists of a plate, A, secured to the

edge. of the casket over amorhse Or recessin
-sald edge; and S&ld plate has preferably a

flange, A’ extending over the outer face of

A’ bemwthusm the outer corner of the reet-

ann‘ularly bent keeper plate.: A small slot, o/,
is formed in the face of the.keeper plate, a. .
short distance from the inner end of theslot .

‘The.movable portion of the fastener has. -
a base plate, B, secured over a transversere- -

75

cess in the lid; and a bolt, B, projects from
Said bolt may enter

A slot, @, is formed in the. - - -
plafe, at right angles to thelonﬂ‘ltudmal edges

of the la,tter and extends into the front ﬂanﬂ'e' |

0

a Nose. portmn, b% at the end of said cmved ) L

face, which: portlon may bear against the
‘under side of the keeper: plate; and with a
‘transverse lug, 0° upon said nose pOI‘tIOIl.
‘which lug may engage the small slot o’ in the -
The bolb thus forms the de-
An

casing, having one arm playmﬂ* in. a recess,
Said arm is formed with a

arm of the latch has a

95 e

95
-Theouter =
a spring, b5, bearing

against it,—said spring thus serving to keep- .

the Qhoulder of the latch pIOJected

outer. end serves as a finger hold for oper-
ating the latch, although I prefer to attach
;cords or ta,ssels, b“ to thelatch arm, to afﬁord &

I

The A

100



522,218

good hold for un]ockm g the latch and raising

the lid.
A casket prowded with my 1mproved fas-

~ teners may be opened from either side by

simply pulhnn' upward upon the tasselsin the
act of raising the edge of the lid. Likewise,
when it 1s deswed to ent1relv remove.the lid

from the casket, the tassels at both sides are

o)

 ments have been required to release the fas- |
teners and open the lid, viz.—an outward or

20

pulled upward, when the bolts will be with-

drawn and the lid may be lifted and carried |

away by simply lifting it by the tassels.

In all fasteners for casket lids, and with.

which I am acquainted, two separate move-

a longitudinally Slldmfr movement to unlock

the fasteners, and an Upward movement in

opening or removing thelid. This unlocking

movement,—of whatever character it may
be,—18 done away with in myimproved hinge

and fastener, and the upward, lifting move-

25

. 20

35
~ is opened.
- curely in place upon the casket by the fas-

‘teners, when said lid is closed, and may yet |

ment, viz.—the upward pull upon the tassels
~ or upon the outer arms of the latches,—will.
unlock the fasteners and, at the same time, |

open or raise the lid. The operation of my

improved fastener will thus be simpler and.

quicker than the operation of fasteners here-

fofore in use, an advantage which is veryde-
sirable in adewvice more partlcular] }Tdeswned .

for burial caskets and coffins,

" As the lid may be swung to either sule, the
casket may be opened to view with proper re-
gard to the side from which the light falls

and to the position of the casket relatwe to

the persons for whose inspection the casket

" The casket lid will be held se-

- be easily swung open or removed when re-

' 40 .qu

45

nired.

Other modes of applying the principle of

- made as regards the mechanlsm thus dis-

- tion set forth respectwe]y in the followmﬂ' ]

55

closed, provided. the p1melples of construc-

claims are employed.

I disclaim as my invention, the combina- | .
“tion of a movable part having a projecting |
hinge portion, a keeper ha,vmn' a slot into |
Whlch said hinge portion may enter and have |
play, and a latch in said hinge por tmn en-. |

shaped. latch pivoted in s

The constructlon of the fastener is SImple-
~ and suitable for strength combined with ease
- and comparative chea.pness of manufacture.

g frarrmn- the keeper and lockm g the former and
,the lattm _.

What I claim is—
1. In a hinge and fastener for casket lids,

| the combination of a keeper formed with a
slot having a horizontal and a vertical por-
‘tion and with a small slot at the inner end of

the horizontal slot portion, a straight bolt fit-

ting and sliding in said keeper slot and hav-

ing a nose portmn formed with a lug engag-
ing the small slot, and a latch in smd bolt

60

engaging under the edge of the keeper slot,

substantlally as set forth.

" 2. In a hinge and fastener for casket lids,
the. combmatmn of a keeper bent at a right
angle and formed with a slot extending mto -.

both of the rectangular portions, a bolt fit-
ting and having play in said slot, and a latch
pwoted in said “bolt to have a shoulder pro-

jeet from one face of the bolt to engage un-

75

der one end of the slot in the keeper and to

‘have an actuating arm project opposwe to
| smd shoulder, substantmlly as set forth.

3. In a hmn'e and fastener for casket hds,
the combmatmn of a keeper bent at a right

8o

angle and formed with a slot extending into
both rectangular portlons of said keeper, a

bolt fitting and sliding in said slot, an L.-

shoulder project from one arm at one face of

“the bolt to engage one end of the slot, and to
“have an actuating arm pm]ect in the oppo-

“gite direction, and a spring bearing against’
8aid arm, substantiall ly as set forth.

4. In a hinge and fastener for casket 11ds

said bolt to have a

90

the combmatlon of a keeper formed with a

- keepel slot having a horizontal and a vertical

portion and with a small slot at the innerend -

‘of the horizontal portion, a plate having a pro-
| Jecting bolt fitting and sliding in- the keeper
slot and formed mth a notch in its outerside
and with a eurved inner side and a nose por-
tion having a lug, an L-shaped latch pivoted
in the plate and bolt and having a shounldered

my invention may be émployed for the mode | inner arm and a pro;]ectmrr actuating arm,

herein explained. Change may therefore be

95

IO0 .

and a spring bearing against said actuatm g

_i'm:n substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I ¢laim the forewomﬂ to

be my invention I have hereunto set my hand
'thls 24th day of April, A. D. 1893. R

.: R WM C. LANGENAU
~ Witnesses: -

J. B. FAY,

‘WM. SECHER.
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