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JOSEPH C. STEELMAN, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA. |

- DEVICE FOR AFFIXING POSTAGE OR OTHER STAMPS TO'ENVELOPES, &c,

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 521,625, dated June 19,1894,
- Application filed May 28,1893, Serial No, 475,'219_. (No model.) | '

o all whom it may concern:

city and countyof Philadelphia, Stateof Penn-
sylvania,have invented a new and useful I'm-
provementin Devicesfor Affixing Postage and
other Stamps to Envelopes, &c., which im-
provement is fully set forth in the following

specification and accompanying drawings.

My invention consists of a device for affix-
ing postage and other stamps to envelopes,
dc., the same embodying a plunger, a stamp
cutter, a moistener for the envelope, and a
stamp feeder, said plunger serving to press
the stamp upon the envelope, all as will be
hereinafter set forth. - _

It further consists of a combination and
arrangement of parts hereinafter set forth.

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of

a stamp-affixing device embodying'my inven-

- tlon. Fig.2representsa verticalsection there-

ac

35

~ support the stampstobe supplied orfed to the

40

of. IFig.3 representsa verticalsectiononline
x, «, Fig. 2. o |
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures. '
Referring to the drawings: A designates a
base from which rises the arm B, and which
is provided with a bed A’.

C designates a box which depends from the.

upper end of the arm B, between which box
and the bed A’ is a space C’ said box con-
taining a plunger or presser D, which is ver-
tically movable over the bed A’. = |

E and F designate tables which radiate
or project from the bed A’, the table E be-
ing adapted to support the envelopes to be
stamped, and the table ¥ being adapted to

envelopes.

On the base A, .betwe._en the bed A’ and the

~arm Bisabox for containing a piece of sponge

45

or other suitable moistening material, above
which box are supported the rails or gnides H
for a brush J, the plate or head J’ of the lat-

ter having freely connected with it the lower

limb of the elbow lever K, whose upper limb
1s engaged by the plunger D, said limb being
mounted on the ears L on the arm B.

M designates an elbowlever which is mount-

|

|

| , T lever M being engaged by the plunger D as
Be it known that I, Jogserm C. STEELMAN, | at P, and its lower limb carrying the pushers
~a citizen of the United States, residing in the

or fingers Q, which are pivoted on said lever

‘M, so0 as to be located over the table F, and

enter the space C’ above the bed A’, said ta-
ble having on its upper face the grooves R,

1in which the points of the fingers Qare adapt-

ed to-ride and travel, the spring S being cut
away above said grooves. |

55
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On the table F is a spring S which is adap‘r- -

table. | |

On the lower end of the plunger D is a cut-
ter or cutting plate T, which works with the
bed knife T’ below the same, said bed knife
being secured to the inner end of the table F,
or top of the bed A’ of the base, so that as
the stamps which are in a strip pass over said
bed knife T/, and the plunger descends, the
cutter T acts” with' the knife T as a shear,
thus severing the stamp, it being also noticed

‘that the brush J is adapted to sweep over the

sponge 1n the box G,and be moistened by the
same, after which it is carried over-the bed
A’, so that the envelope resting on the table
E will be moistened where the stamp is to be
affixed. |

ed to bear upon the stamps placed on said .

70

The fingers Q are adapted to advance the

stamp, after which they return, and the plun-
ger descends, thus severing the stamp, then
when the plunger has made its full motion, it

presses the stamp upon the moistened envel- .
ope, and causes the same to be

properly af-
fixed thereto. | - - *
- The operation is as follows: A strip of

80-

stamps is placed on the table I, beneath the

spring S, and the envelope upon the table E

with one end beneath the brush. The plun-
ger 1s now operated so as to be lowered and
then “let go,” whereby it is raised by the ac-
tion of thespring D’. The brush moves over
the sponge, and then returns over the envel-
ope, thus moistening the same. The fingers
have also returned and are then advanced,
moving the strip forward the distance of one
stamp. As the plunger descends, the brush
and fingers are run back, when the cutter acts
upon the stamp at the bed knife, thus sever-
ing the stamp which drops upon the moistened

5¢c ed on ears N on the arm B, at a right angle | envelope, when the. plunger making its full
to the elbow lever K, the upper limb of said | descent, presses the stamp u pon said envel-

o
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ope, thus completing the operation. The en-
velope as stamped is then removed, and an-
other envelope placed in position on the ta-

ble. The plunger is then permitted to rise,

whereby the envelope is moistened and an-

“other stamp advanced, when the plunger is

again lowered, so that said stamp is severed

and then pressed upon the envelope,and thus |

the operations may be continued.
WhileIrefertoenvelopesashavingastamp

affixed thereto, I include in my invention the

use of the device for affixing stamps to wrap-

pers, cards, &e. B - _
Having thus described my invention, what

15 Iclaim as new,and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 18—

I0

1. A stamp affixing device having a bed, a

box with.a plunger therein, above said bed,
stamp and envelope tables projecting from

20 said bed, a moistening box,a lever having at

one end a brush and connected at the other
end with the said plunger, a track for said

brush,and a lever with pivoted fingers on one
end and at its other connected with said plun-
cer, said parts being combined substantially
as described. |

2. A stamp affixing device having a base |
with a bed, an arm rising from said base, a |
box depending from said arm having a space |

30 between it and the said bed, a spring-con- |

- 521,625

trolled plunger in said box normally raised
and carrying a cutter, an elbow lever pivoted
to an ear on said box and carrying a moisten-
ing brush, an elbow lever pivoted to an ear
on said box and carrying stamp-feeding fin- 35
cers, and a bed knife,said elbowlevers being
engaged by said plunger, said parts being
combined substantially as described.

3. In a stamp-affixing device, a bed having
stamp and envelope tables extending there-
from, and a box with moistening material con-

40

‘nected therewith, guides supported over said

box, a brush fitted to said guides, a feeding
finger over the stamp table, a plunger and
elbow levers, said levers being connected with 45
said brush and finger respectively, and engag-
ing with said plunger, substantially as de-

-seribed.

4, In a stamp-affixing device, a stamp-sup-

portingtablehaving a spring thereon between 50
' which and the table a stamp may be placed,

and a feeding finger above said table, said
table having a groove for the reception of the
point of the finger, and said spring being cut
away above said groove,said partsbeingcom- 5¢
bined substantially as described.
JOSEPH C. STEELMAN.
Witnesses:
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
R. . GRAESER.
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