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To all whom it maily CONCEerw:
Be it known that I, ISAAC SEXTON, of Som-
erville, in the eounty of Middlesex a,nd State

of Massachusetts, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Self - Closing
Cans, of which the following 1is a Spemﬁea-
tion.

This invention relates to sheet metal cans
which are m'owded with stoppers automati-
cally closed by spring pressure, and it has for
its object to provide an improved construe-
tion and arrangement whereby a spring lo-
cated' within the body of the can may be
caused to close the stopper thereof, as I will
now proceed to deseribe.

Of the accompanying drawmﬂ*s, forming
part of this specification,—Figure 1 repre-
sents a vertical section of a can provided
with my improvement. Fig. 2 represents a
perspective view showing “the stopper, the

spring which controls the stopper, and a

means for supporting the spring in the can
and for connecting it with the stopper.

The same letters of reference indicate the
same parts in all the figures.

In the drawings,—a represents the body

‘and b the breast of a sheet metal can of ver-

tical form.

¢ represents the mouth of the can, whwh is
preferably tapering in form, as shown and
has at its lower portion a seat for the stopper
d, the latter being formed to closely fit said

'&eat and mamtam a liquid-tight joint when

closed.

e represents a rod which is rigidly affixed
to the stopper and extends both upwardly
and downwardly therefrom. The upper por-
tion of the rod e is provided with a handle ¢’
located above the stopper, while its lower por-
tion is connected with the central portion of
a chain or other suitable flexible device f.
The ends of said chain are connected with

the ends of a metal spring g, which is con-

nected at its center by means of a rivet /v or
otherwise, with the rigid metallic cross-bar or
bridge 2 the ends of whlch are suitably af-
ﬂxed to the can, preferably by having their

bent ends 4’ soldered to the breast of thecan,
although if desired, said ends may be sol-
dered to the body portlon a, or secured 1in
any other suitable way. The spring g rests

upon the upper surface of the bridge 2, and

its ends are free to rise from saild surface.

Thus the bridge forms a stop or rest to pre- -

vent the springs from drawing the stopper
too tightly into its seat. When the spring is

in its normal position, its ends are depressed

and act through the chain fto pull down-

wardly on the rod e, and thus hold the stop-

per d yieldingly against its seat. When the
operator pulls upwardly on the handle ¢, the
spring yields and permits the stopper 130 be
ra1sed from its seat.

It will be seen that the above-described
construction provides a simple and effective

means for connecting the spring with the

body of the can and with the stopper in such
manner as to hold the stopper yieldingly in
its operative position and permits the use of
the rod e which being rigid, always guides
the stopper properly to its seat. If a weight
instead of the spring were employed, the con-
nection with the stopper would have to be
flexible and passed through a guide eye in

order to properly draw thestopper to its seat

when the can is not in perfectly vertical po-
sition.

I claim—

1. A can provided with a transverse bridge
having a centrally attached spring the ends
of which are free to rise, combined with a
stopper and connections substantially as de-
scribed between sald stopper and the ends of
the spring the said bridge forming a rest or
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stop for the ends of the spring when in theu 85

normal position.

2. The combination of the can ha,vuw the
rigid bridge«s, the spring centrally attached to
said brldge and having its ends free to rise
therefrom, the chain or flexible connection f
secured t0 the ends of the spring, the stopper
d, and the rigid rod e secured to the center of
the chain a,nd to the stopper, as set forth,

~In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification, in the presence of g5
two subscribing witnesses, thls 24th day of

February, A. D 1894.

ISAAC SEXTON.

_ Witnesses:
"HORACE BROWN,
A. D. HARRISON.
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